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BV Australian Government

* Department of Health Information Brief

MB18-003277
Date sent to MO: 30/07/2018

To: Minister Hunt

Subject: PUBLIC DENTAL FUNDING AND THE NPA

Minister Hunt . ... ..., Date: / Qg‘ /
Comments: %\) i

Contact Officer: Janet Quigley

AssistantSecret, !

Prir &a& 4:%3; (02) 6289 5372
nga iaﬁ}v Mobile: s 22

| eA (N 4

ecrY Ph: (02) 6289 8776
Clearance Officer: Nick Hartlan % D - z&@) (. )
a\ ng) Mobile: s 22

Key Issues:
National Partnership A
e States and Teriy N e&x em managers of the public dental systems, and
retain pri 1 'Qfm‘ the delivery of public dental services.
o TheT 1S supporting states and territories in this, contributing
$242 118 nuary 2017 to 30 June 2019 for delivery of approximately

eeme
& Q‘% ing model under the current National Partnership Agreement was
& igiu ed, following an extensive review, to more accurately reflect the true
ts of providing services.

e The &ent National Partnership Agreement on Public Dental Services for Adults
offers Queensland around $48.8 million in funding to provide services to an
additional 80,332 public dental patients. This continues a line of National Partnership
Agreements under which the Commonwealth has assisted states and territories to
deliver public dental services to their citizens.

e The Queensland Government signed the NPA on 18 June 2018, the last jurisdiction
to sign up to the agreement. No funding has yet flowed to Queensland, and funding

cannot be made available until Minister Miles agrees a project plan for this NPA with
Minister Hunt.
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e Despite the delay, Queensland can still potentially access the full amount allocated to
it, if it delivers the additional services.

Activity Based Funding
s 22

Q~
e&
V
S

e Under the NHRA, the Commonwealth contribute in /%tates and territories for
each episode of public hospital dental care. Fo O -1 e approx1mate

Commonwealth contribution to the Nationa ding Pool, as determined by
@demal services is as

the Independent Hospital Pricing Authorié
?5’ per service;
% is $2,189.00 per service; and
exity

is $607.79 per service.
S(@ € an approximate contribution towards
provided in Queensland’s public

follows %/
o Dental Extractions and Restorati
o Oral and Dental Disorde aj
o Oral and Dental Disor

e The Commonwealth Gove
each non-admitted dentad o as'
hospital of $107.23. %

e Note: These figur a@ as they are the Commonwealth contribution to
efficient growt he contribution for the base level of these
services (th unt rom the previous year) will differ from state to state
and will to ti%ﬁgures

e The A& f'Health and Welfare reports that the number of Same-day

r 1n Queensland’s Public Hospitals is public has decreased
0 , between 2015-16 and 2016-17.
Admltted patient care 2015-16 report, AIHW and page 165,
t d p§§e t care 2016-17 report, AIHW
O e Department is not able to make accurate assessments of its contribution to
state p@lc hospitals for particular services by Diagnostic Related Group (DRG).

Furthermore, the number of services provided in state public hospital by DRG is not

publically available information.

S

Background:
See Attachment A.
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National Partnership Agreements for dental services

Q/Q‘
\é

Attachment A

Table 1: Budget Allocations by Finqnq}é?Yeﬂ}

NPA1 NPA2 ‘<¢y 2D~ NPA3
2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 hé@&]& B 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19
Total | $69,200,000 $155,200,000 $119,600,000 $155,000,000 |</$77,500,000 $27,000,000 $107,750,000 $107,750,000
*Table 1 funding represents Budget allocations and the total funding availabl@iba't§ﬁ?e“t 100 per cent of their performance targets.
A% A
Table 2: Actual&{ﬁé We Wnanmal Year*
NPA1 Q)V NRAZ NPA3
2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 M/‘ 2016-17 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19
Total | $69,200,000 $139,011,689 $134,654,748\) $ﬁ@ 013(080% | $77,500,000 $0 $106,448,396 $0

was delayed and unspent funds were transferred to

target and did not receive its total funding allocati
#NPA 2 expenditure in 2015-16 is less than th

C)
& QQ‘Q/ QQ/
\?‘
\\’\
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*The funding in Table 2 represents actual expenditure a@)arle\ﬁ m&{e‘Sﬁdget allocations. This is because the initial agreement (NPA 1)

ion, Western Australia did not meet 100 per cent of its performance

gﬁ&au@cause Western Australia did not meet its performance target.
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&

\V .
Projected
Table 3: Breakdown by State (Actual Expenditure) by Fiq@l Year* Expenditure
S/T NPA1 NPA2 A %l/ NPA3 NPA3
2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2a1617 ,O)7  2016-17 2017-18 2018-19
NSW $22,299,183 $50,012,040 $38,540,204 $49,947,592 | . '$2h,078,796 so|  $42,975,941 $34,365,800
VIC $17,169,311 $36,239,902 $31,941,119 $38,457,272 |/ ¥ $19(228,636 30 $33,618,324 $26,881,936
QLD $13,538,006 $30,362,698 $23,398,057 $30,323,570Y/ .$16,161,785 30 30 348,757,509
WA $5,816,326 $0 $21,963,640 $12,04 N 56,513,949 s0|  $12,1137252 $9,686,246
SA $5,571,957 $12,496,642 $9,630,145 $125480,538 .~ 46,240,269 s0|  $11,732,249 $9,381,348
TAS $2,470,102 $5,539,880 $4,269,135 /36534006 | \$2,767,003 30 $4,236,808 $3,387,648
ACT $1,101,613 $2,470,670 $1,003,945 | <5'$2,364800. ) $1,182,400 $0 $0 $2,174,791
NT $1,233,502 $1,889,857 $3,008,503 [~ 4286432%]°  $1,432,162 30 $1,771,822 $1,416,326
Total $69,200,000 $139,011,689 | $134, 654,2:51\?“ $152,023,080 $77,500,000 $0| $106,448,396 $136,051,604

*The funding in Table 3 represents actual expenditure a@‘an
delayed and unspent funds were transferred to Iat

# NPA 3 includes actual expenditure and a colu

their performance targets.
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Q@ &endlture which includes available funding if all states and territories meet

mAQe\Bﬁdget allocation. This is because the initial agreement was
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Table 4: Dental Weighted Activity Units (DWAUs) Required Under NPAs ﬁ@-DWAUS Achieved#

S/T NPA1 NPA2 \,-\‘(/ NPA3*
s47B — N s 47B
DWAU Required DWAU Required QV WAU Required
under NPA1 under NPA2 Q Eb under NPA3
NSW 131,620 87,746 6@ NY 131,666
VIC 101,342 67,562 Q/?* C)& 104,612
QLD 79,908 53,273

, ) 80,332
WA 34,330 22,887 Q/\/ %?” 34,033
SA 32,888 21,926‘\‘; &\O &\2\ 34,155

TAS 11,762 7; 11,870

ACT 3,686 | 0 4,119

NT 4,464 ~ A \2\ 3,381

'J

Total 400,000 404,168
# 1 DWAU roughly equates to dental services for one p
*DWAUSs achieved represent activity to date. The NPANSs n%\'v tates and territories can make up activity to meet the DWAUs
required under the Agreement if not met in preV|o rlo@ ntly signed the NPA (on 18 June 2018) and has not yet provided a

project plan, so no data on additional DWAU56

Child Dental Benefits Schedule Q
e Asat30June 2018, the CDBS h Q”IOI’] in benefits and delivered 22.6 million services to 2.3 million Australian children
since it commenced on 1 Ja & ent of all services are provided in the public sector.

/\Y\Q’
&
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MINISTERIAL INFORMATION REQUEST

MB18-003329

Date Sent to MO: 31/07/2018

MINISTER: Greg Hunt
Issue: National Partnership Agreement

Response:

&

Your office has requested information about the timing of aspe@f(ﬁif National
Partnership Agreement for Public Dental Services for Adult@ Q:)

'

SIT Signed NPA Project Plan @\3&' Project Plan
Received %ﬁs i & Baseline
. g/ReKSJed Approved
NSW 6 November 2017 | 18 December g,q?(/ 2@& ary 2018 13 March 2018
VIC 17 January 2018 | 2 February 2018 | (2)Pebruaty 2018 | 13 March 2018
QLD 18 June 2018 N AN N
WA 16 January 2018 | 26 Febrlefry 2048 , {16 April 2018 1 May 2018
SA 3 October 2017 SJanuary2018 {89 January 2018 | 13 March 2018
TAS 4 October 2017 | <8 Japighy 20189 ~ 3 January 2018 | 9 February 2018
ACT 12 December 20174~ 42 Jing2048 21 June 2018 28 June 2018
NT 12 January 201 BFebruary 2018 15 May 2018 24 May 2018

enteieach state providing project plans and
ates agree project plans to provide the
ject is intended to be delivered and
achieve the outcomes and outputs of the

*Commonwealth approv

confing

baseline data. The Co ‘E
St

acihy.
O

demonstrate eac
Agreement.
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Minister

PDR Number

Issue

Contact Officer

Clearance Officer

Division/Branch

Greg Hunt
MB18-003329

**Same day turnaround** MIR - National
Partnership Agreement

Janet Quigley
(02) 6289 5372

s 22(1)(a)

Alison Morehead
(02) 6289 5323

22(1)(@)

Q-
&
O
S

Primary Care and Mental Heaith AQQ/

Adviser/DLO Comments: < y\\b" |
Fo [
@V%?\ edara
O
SRS
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MINISTERIAL INFORMATION REQUEST

MB18-000384
Date Sent to MO: 05/02/18

MINISTER: Greg Hunt
Issue: Dental Funding Allocation to QLD Health in 2017 Budget

Response:

State and territory governments are responsible for the funding, ad
delivery of adult public dental services. In recognition of the signi
accessing public dental services, the Commonwealth has bee
assistance to states and territories to support the delivery o
services since 2013. Q/ ,\Q

?r‘ation and

challenges in
viding financial
ublic dental

The 2017-18 Budget included funding of $320 milli National Partnership
Agreements with the states and territories. $77.5 'I n s was for a six month

extension to the previous National Partnership, ton Adult Public Dental
Services'. The remaining $242.5 million is f e naI Partnership
Agreement on Public Dental Services for r| g e perlod 1 January 2017
to 30 June 2019. This agreement is ex blic dental services to an
additional 400,000 people across Au %/

This funding is around 30%?3 I @wous dental National Partnership
Agreements, however serV|5‘§e istent, with the funding levels
adjusted to more accurat fleQn th@ st of delivering dental services.

s 478 \)@Q/ @ &QQ/
& Q ?§‘
Under thi Qeqﬁ( sland could expect to receive up to $48.8 million to
;:Iil?ig/erﬁ ional 80,300 people over the 2.5 years of the agreement?.
,Q?‘ &\2\

Queensland@e only jurisdiction which has not yet signed the National
Partnership, and therefore is currently unable to access any Commonwealth funding
to support the delivery of adult public dental services.

1 Budget Paper No 3, Federal Financial Relations 2017-18 Part 2: Payments for Specific Purposes, pg 27
2 National Partnership on Public Dental Services for Adults

3 Internal calculations based on figures contained in the current and previous dental NPAs.

4 National Partnership on Public Dental Services for Adults

s478
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Should Queensland sign the agreement, the distribution of funding to regions such
as Wide Bay would be a matter for the state government as the Commonwealth
does not dictate the distribution of this funding.

In addition to supporting jurisdictions to deliver additional adult public dental
services, the Commonwealth also directly funds the Child Dental Benefits Schedule
(CDBS). The CDBS provides eligible children aged 2 -17 years with financial
assistance to access basic dental services. Eligible children may access up to
$1,000 in benefits over two years®. Further information on the CDBS is available
from www.health.gov.au/cdbs.

6 Dental Benefits Rules 2014
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Minister

PDR Number

Issue

Contact Officer

Clearance Officer

Division/Branch

s 22(1)(a)

Greg Hunt
MB18-000384
Allocation to QLD Health Funding in 2017 Budget

Janet Quigley
(02) 6289 5372

22(1)(@)

Natasha Cole
(02) 6289 5323

Q.
&

Primary Care and Mental Health\\ A

Adviser/DLO Comments:

— \; |

Return for

& Redraft D
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MINISTERIAL INFORMATION REQUEST

MB18-000235
Date Sent to MO: 23/01/2018 via email

MINISTER: Greg Hunt

Issue: Ministerial Information Request: National Partnership Agreement
on Adult Public Dental Services

Response:
The Commonwealth is providing states and territories with fundin to
$242.5 million from 1 January 2017 to 30 June 2019 for the deli fan

additional 400,000 adult public dental services through the N
Partnership Agreement on Adult Public Dental Services (N

This includes up $60.5 million for Victoria to deliver se@ ’\ addltlonal
104,600 people and up to $48.8 million for Queen ,% er services to
an additional 80,300 people. Queensland is the Jur ion which has not

yet signed the NPA. @,

Dental Weighted Activity Units

Under the terms of the NPA, peﬁorm@of e&\ ris ctlon is measured

through Dental Weighted Activity U eligible dental service

is identified using the Australlan ﬁﬁps three digit item code and
1

is given a DWAU weighting. Fc@xa a comprehensive oral
examination has a welghtln\%\ n‘éﬁ a complete maxillary denture,

has a weighting of 1.65

A DWAU of 1is con{%ﬁ §§ ly equal to completed treatment for an
adult patient, a lue to determine the level of funding a
jurisdiction wil AU delivered in line with the agreement.

Under thﬁg/ aI NPAs, the Commonwealth paid about $850 per

DWA tates and about $1,400 per DWAU for the three
sma b( tat ; rtment reviewed the DWAU price for the current NPA

bﬁ'ﬂ ;é? U price did not reflect the actual cost of delivering
I& I ices.

The De ent used three different sources to review the price including:
o the Department of Veterans’ Affairs dental schedule;
e evidence previously provided by the states; and
e data from the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare’s Health
Expenditure report.

Following this review, the Commonwealth offered jurisdictions a price of $600
per DWAU s 47B
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s 47B

Jurisdictions argued that there %?a na assomated with
delivering services in rural an t a result, the Commonwealth
modified its calculation of U in owde a loading for those
jurisdictions with a high tﬁ{ ur. nd remote residents.

States and Terrlt é |v&'followmg price per DWAU under the
NPA:

NSW ,(, LBY|SA [WA [TAS |[NT |ACT

N
$587 3)465 95 | $618.17 | $640.54 | $642.33 | $942.96 | $527.99

s 47B, ,{.42} &Q\Q/

<2>

Vouchers
While the NPA provides funding to jurisdictions to support the delivery of
additional services, the states and territories retain responsibility for the

FOI 907 2 Document 4



administration and management of the services. Jurisdictions are able to use
a range of models to deliver services, and there is significant variation in how
states and territories are currently choosing to deliver services.

Jurisdictions may employ dentists directly to deliver services and/or may use
private sector dentists to deliver services. Some jurisdictions issue vouchers
which eligible patients can then use to access services with a dentist of their
choosing. Any individuals with concerns regarding the use of dental vouchers
should raise those issues directly with the relevant issuing state dental
service.
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Minister Greg Hunt
PDR Number MB18-000235

Issue National Partnership Agreement on Adult Public
Dental Services

Contact Officer a/g AS Louise Riley
1()((3)2) 6289 5372

s22(

Clearance Officer a/g FAS Chris Bedford Q~
(02) 6289 5323 &
s 22(1)@) §
Division/Branch Primary Care and Mental Heafth AQQ/
Adviser/DLO Comments: UM\ |
?@ & Return for
Q/ ?g) Redraft D
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k Australian Government

% Department of Health Ministerial Submission — Standard
MS18-001754 Version (1)
Date sent to MO:11/9/18

To: Minister Hunt

Subject: QUEENSLAND'S PROJECT PLAN UNDER THE NATIONAL
PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT ON PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICES FOR
ADULTS

Critical date: 26 September 2018 — to ensure that the Project Plan is publish the Council on
Federal Financial Relations in a timely manner

e

Recommendation/s:
ik Approve the Project Plan for the Queensland l q;proved/Please
(QLD) submitted under the National Partnership discus C

N

Not signed/Please discuss

Agreement (NPA) on Public Dental Services for
Adults at Attachment A.
Sign the Project Plan for QLD at Attachment A.

Sign the letter to the Hon Dr Steven Miles MP
QLD Minister for Health, at Attachmes

Signature &ttt GRONGR \//é/ 7//g

Comments:

ot signed/Please discuss

s

Contact <@ma 7 Z;z Q VA/g First Assistant Secretary, Primary Care and | Ph: (02) 6289 5327
Officeg\ N ¢, < &, | Mental Health Division Mobile: S 22
Clearance W K}@bd A/g Deputy Secretary, Health Systems Policy Ph: (02) 6289 5323
Officer: and Primary Care Mobile:s 22
Issues: N

1. The QLD Government has submitted their Project Plan and revised 201 3-14 baseline
Attachment C due under the NPA on Public Dental Services for Adults (the NPA).

2. The Department has assessed the Project Plan and revised 2013-14 bascline data as consistent
with the requirements of the Agreement and recommends approval. Subject to your approval,
your signature is sought on the final page of the Project Plan.

3. A letter to Minister Miles advising of approval of the Project Plan is at Attachment B for your
signature.

Page 1
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Background:

States and territories are responsible for the management and delivery of adult public dental
services. In recognition of the reliance of some sectors of the community on public dental services,
and the wait times associated accessing the same, the Commonwealth has been providing financial
assistance to jurisdictions to support the delivery of additional services since 2013.

The current NPA covers the period 1 January 2017 to 30 June 2019 and provides up to

$242.5 million for states and territories, for the treatment of around 400,000 additional patients.
You offered the Agreement on 27 July 2017 and it took effect from 3 October 2017, when the first
state signed.

Project Agreement and Baseline
Under the terms of the NPA, ‘the Commonwealth and the States will agree P@ Plans to provide
the public with an indication of how the project is delivered and demonst feach State’s capacity

" to achieve the outcomes and outputs of the Agreement’. The Project Plafi§are agreed between

Health Ministers. Q
States and Territories and the Commonwealth are also responsg 0 ‘@eing the 2013-14
baseline to reflect the revised weightings in Schedule B of %évent During negotiations on

the Agreement, the Department sought advice from its ‘ rs and the Australian Dental
Association in relation to weightings allocated to eac of ice. The Schedule was then
ee

updated to reflect the revised weightings as agreed leonwealth and the states.

it AU) weightings from QLD

e s analysed the 2013-14 baseline and
d under the previous NPA on Adult

t 1SiQto the DWAUS applied under the current

&O

In accordance with the Int@ tal ment on Federal Financial Relations, once signed
e

totalling 187,840 for its 2013-14 baseline
determined that the data is consistenw

Data has been submitted for Dental Weighte;%t vit
e

Public Dental Services, adjusted to r
Agreement.

by the parties, the Project d on the Council on Federal Financial Relations
website.

Attachments: Q/Q

A: Project Pl
B Letter 1n1

ile let@)@thmster Hunt
,Q?‘ '\
‘b

Page 2
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f“t:'j':.”‘lv:
SRR
The Hon Greg Hunt MP
Minister for Health
Minister for Sport
Ref No: MS18-001754
The Hon Dr Steven Miles MP
Minister for Health
Minister for Ambulance Services 1 2018

GPO Box 48

BRISBANE QLD 4001 0§
DeaW /K W\ %Q/Q ,\Q)

Thdnk you for your recent correspondence regarding tl@; ﬁahd’s Project Plan under the
National Partnership Agreement on Public Dental @%es oAdults.

Q.

I am pleased to endorse this Project Plan and hadxe e a&\?gx\ed copy with this letter for

your records. é/ ?\ ?\/
I look forward to continuing to WOI‘X%I yo thi&éemem.

O
Yours sincerely \2\ \%Q &OQ

<
NS
3

//\5@@01 <

e <&
Greg Hunt QO Q/Q/Q Qv
£ &S
&,Q?‘{i'\\z\
e

v

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6277 7220
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KEEP WITH FILE COPY
- DO NOT DISPATCH-

Contact Officer Emma Gleeson

(02) 6289 5327
s 22(1)(a)(ii)
Clearance Officer Alison Morehead
(02) 6289 5323
s22
Division/Branch Primary Care and Mental Health Division Q&
Q¥
é(z " N
KO

KEEP WITH FILE COPY
- DO NOT DISPATCH-
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Australian Government
% - Ministerial Submission — Standard

Department of Health MS17-001573 Version (1)
Date sent to MO:05/03/18

To: Minister Hunt

Subject: NEW SOUTH WALES, SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND VICTORIA PROJECT
PLANS UNDER THE NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT ON
PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICES FOR ADULTS Q’

Critical date: 21 March 2018

Recommendations:
That you:

1. Approve the Project Plans for New South Wales
(NSW), South Australia (SA) and Victoria (VIC),
submitted under the National Partnership
Agreement (NPA) on Public Dental Services for
Adults at Attachments A, B and C.

2 Sign the Project Plans for NSW, SA and VICQ/
Attachments A, B and C. Q/

3. Sign the letter to the Hon Brad Hazz&
NSW Minister for Health, at Attaé%nt ?:
4. Sign the letter to the Hon P aljnauskas &
MLC, SA Minister for . atégh_@
. @,m(;@’ VIC
-

5. Sign the letter to th
Minister for He.

Signature . / ............. Date: /;/ > //g

Contact | Natasha Cole First Assistant Secretary, Primary Care and Ph: (02) 6289 5323
Officer: Mental Health Division Mobile:* "
Clearance | Caroline Edwards | Deputy Secretary Ph: (02) 6289 1235
Officer: Mobile:s 2@
Issues:

1. The NSW, SA and VIC governments have submitted their Project Plans and revised 2013-14
baselines due under the NPA on Public Dental Services for Adults (the NPA).

Page 1
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2. The Department has assessed the Project Plans and revised 2013-14 baselines data as consistent
with the requirements of the Agreement and recommends approval. Subject to your approval,
your signature is sought on the final page of each of the Project Plans.

3. Correspondence from the NSW Government Attachments G and H %@

s 47B(a)
s 47B(a)

This access allows state and territory
government to provide CDBS funded services to eligible children.

4. State and territory government access to the CDBS will remain in place throughout the current
NPA, and any future decisions regarding access should be made in the context of future
s(}ggi)sions around Commonwealth support for public sector dental services.

5.

(é%

6. This proposal from NSW is addressed in the response at Attachm signature.

7. Further advice on Commonwealth support for dental services pé;ﬁg funding period
will be provided to your office in due course. ?\

Background: Q/

States and territories are responsible for the managem ry. of adult public dental

services. In recognition of the reliance of some sect x@ on public dental services,

and the wait times associated with accessing the ontealth has been providing

financial assistance to jurisdictions to support el fé/(?n onal services since 2013.

This current NPA covers the period 1 J 2@ }g}e 2019 and provides up to
$242.5 million for treatment of arou@ di 1 patients. You offered the Agreement on
27 July 2017 and it took effect fro en the first state signed.

directly funds the CDBS c1al assistance for eligible children to access basic
dental services.

Project Plan ana’@g?lme@ ?\

In addition to supporting pug@lta@ ough the Agreement, the Commonwealth also

Under the te &ommonwealtb and the States will agree Project Plans to provide
the public % ow the project is delivered and demonstrate each State’s capacity
to achie Q\ utputs of the Agreement’. The Project Plans are agreed between
Health Mmlyg

The Junsdlctlon@d Commonwealth are also responsible for ‘agreeing the 2013-14 baseline to
reflect the revised weightings in Schedule B of this Agreement’. During negotiations on this
Agreement, the Department sought advice from its Dental Advisers and the Australian Dental
Association in relation to the weightings allocated to each type of service. The Schedule was then
updated to reflect the revised weightings as agreed between the Commonwealth and the states.

Data has been submitted for Dental Weighted Activity Units (DWAU) weightings from NSW
totalling 161,645; SA totalling 68,885 and VIC totalling 204,363 for their 2013-14 baselines. The
Department has analysed the 2013-14 baselines and determined that the data is consistent with the
baselines agreed under the previous NPA on Adult Public Dental Services, adjusted to reflect the
revision to the DWAU s applied under the current Agreement.

Page 2
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In accordance with the Intergovernmental Agreement on Federal Financial Relations, once signed
by the parties, the Project Plans will be published on the Council on Federal Financial Relations
website.

s 47B(a)

é)&

The CDBS is an ongoing program, though state and territory ablht ogram is at your
discretion. Public sector dentists are currently able to bill the C or séiv 1ces provided until
31 December 2019. This will remain in place until after the PA, noting that the
CDBS is a calendar year program and the NPA usually ancial years.
Attachments:

A: Project Plan for NSW %

B: Project Plan for SA

C: Project Plan for VIC @

D: Letter to Minister Hazzard (O

E: Letter to Minister Malinauskas

F: Letter to Minister Hennessy

G: Correspondence received fro erejlkhan

H: Correspondence received

Consultations: The H@}ﬁ(@ﬁ cé}i Research Division was consulted in the preparation of

this Submlssmn

Rural and %/ons NSW has indicated it will use the NPA funding to enhance
ex1st1ng S as ral Health Fee for Service Scheme and increase the provision of
tertiary se 1c§s§ﬁ\ /@No metropolitan tertiary centres (the Westmead Centre for Oral Health
and the Sydrtﬁq e ospital) and other local centres with tertiary service capacity.

SA has indicate 111 use the NPA funding to improve access to care for people living in regional
and remote areas of the State where waiting times exceed the State average, by increasing staffing
levels and targeted use of fee for service private sector schemes.

VIC has indicated it will use the NPA funding to provide additional services through public dental
clinics and private dentists. Additional services in the public sector will be provided using a number
of strategies, including extended operating hours and recruiting additional staff across public dental
clinics. VIC will engage the private sector through its existing voucher schemes — the Victorian
General Dental Scheme, Victorian Emergency Dental Scheme and Victorian Denture Scheme.
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The Hon Greg Hunt MP

Minister for Health
Ref No: MS17-001573
The Hon Brad Hazzard MP 13 MAR 2018
Minister for Health
Minister for Medical Research
GPO Box 5341

SYDNEY NSW 2001

Q.
&
N K

Thank §ou for your recent correspondence regarding the Ne&i@?(h,{j%s’ Project Plan

under the National Partnership Agreement (NPA) on Publi ices for Adults.

IQ/ enta@e

I am pleased to endorse this Project Plan and have @kﬁ @gned copy with this letter for

SAZZ?r records. Q/% &\() &

I'look forw Qco@ﬂn&ork with you to deliver additional public dental services
under thi erQn .

&
Yours,}xc&@ &\2\

cc. The Hon Gladys Berejiklian MP, Premier of New South Wales

o Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6277 7220




2

KEEP WITH FILE COPY
- DO NOT DISPATCH-

Contact Officer Natasha Cole
(02) 6289 5323

s 22(1)a)

Clearance Officer Caroline Edwards
(02) 6289 1235

22(1)a)

Division/Branch Primary Care and Mental Health

KEEP WITH FILE COPY
- DO NOT DISPATCH-

FOI 907 6



Minister for Health

Ref No: MS17-001573

The Hon Peter Malinauskas MLC 19 MAR
Minister for Health 2018
Minister for Mental Health and Substance Abuse

GPO Box 2555 Q/Q‘

ADELAIDE SA 5001 Q

Dear Ministep¥alinauskas W Q q%q’
N
Thank you for your recent correspondence regarding the S ué?[ian Project Plan under
the National Partnership Agreement on Public Dental Ser\j@ f$~ ults.
I am pleased to endorse this Project Plan and have se@gn\e?\copy with this letter for

your records. Q/é &\ 9

I look forward to continuing to work with&o t&; a@kﬁnal public dental services
under this Agreement. (O OQ~ \2\

Yours sincerely _”;2\?\ éQ OQ
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The Hon Greg Hunt MP

Minister for Health
Ref No: MS17-001573
The Hon Jill Hennessy MP
Minister for Health 13 MAR 2018
Minister for Ambulance Services
Level 22, 50 Lonsdale Street &
MELBOURNE VIC 3000

Dear Min}ﬂﬁqessy % Q/Q qq)

Thank you for your recent correspondence regarding the V. ?% &uect Plan under the
National Partnership Agreement on Public Dental Serv1c %

I am pleased to endorse this Project Plan and have éée {j\copy with this letter for
your records. ,&\ &

I look forward to continuing to work w1t}@{ & @nal public dental services

under this Agreement. (O

Yours sincerely

?\
L
&
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Ministerial Submission — Standard
MS17-001580 Version (1)
Date sent to MO: 23/04/2018

To: Minister Hunt

Subject: WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S PROJECT PLAN UNDER THE NATIONAL
PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT (NPA) ON PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICES FOR
ADULTS

Critical date: 11 May 2018. To finalise the WA Project Plan prior to the end@he financial year.
Recommendations:

That you:

1. Approve the Project Plan and baseline data for
Western Australia (WA), submitted under the
National Partnership Agreement (NPA) on Public
Dental Services for Adults Attachment A.

Sign the Project Plan for WA at Attachment A.

Sign the letter to the Hon Roger Cook MLA, VQ~
Minister for Health, at Attac :

SIGNATIES i T o :

Comments:

VAR
Contact | Janet Quigley N&/ @!taty, Primary Care, Dental and | Ph: (02) 6289 5372
Officer: @ eCare Branch Mobile: 2@
Clearance | Natasha C € Q VFi .ﬂés:wstant Secretary, Health Services Ph: (02) 6289 5323
Officer: @%ﬁon Mobile: $ 2@

re& e due under the National Partnership Agreement (the NPA) on Public

Issues gt. Q<</
1 ern&u an overnment (Attachment C) have submitted their Project Plan and
n
Denta e$<fp Adults.

2. The Dep ent has assessed the Project Plan and revised 2013-14 baseline data as consistent
with the requirements of the Agreement and recommends approval. Subject to your approval,
your signature is sought on the final page of the Project Plan at Attachment A.

3. A letter to Minister Cook advising of approval of the Project Plan is at Attachment B for your
signature.

Background:

States and territories are responsible for the management and delivery of adult public dental
services. In recognition of the reliance of some sectors of the community on public dental services,
and the wait times associated with accessing the same, the Commonwealth has been providing
financial assistance to jurisdictions to support the delivery of additional services since 2013.

FOI 907 1 DocumentPage 1




This current NPA covers the period 1 January 2017 to 30 June 2019 and provides up to
$242.5 million for treatment of around 400,000 additional patients. You offered the Agreement on
27 July 2017 and it took effect from 3 October 2017, when the first state signed.

Project Plan and Baseline

Under the terms of the NPA ‘the Commonwealth and the states will agree Project Plans to provide
the public with an indication of how the project is delivered and demonstrate each state’s capacity
to achieve the outcomes and outputs of the Agreement’. The Project Plans are agreed between
Health Ministers.

The jurisdictions and Commonwealth are also responsible for ‘agreeing the 2013-14 baseline to
reflect the revised weightings in Schedule B of this Agreement’. During negotigj
Agreement, the Department sought advice from its Dental Advisers and the
Association in relation weightings allocated to each type of service. The S

to reflect the revised weightings as agreed between the Commonwealt @ e states.

Data has been submitted for Dental Weighted Activity Units (DW. wel (kgs from Western
Australia (WA) totalling 48,701 for its 2013-14 baseline. The ﬁ% s analysed the 2013-14
baseline and determined that the data is consistent with the b ¢ agreed under the previous NPA
on Adult Public Dental Services, adjusted to reflect the re@; to WAUs applied under the

current Agreement. 0/

In accordance with the Intergovernmental Agreem n%n @@ncml Relations, once signed
5 }ét 0

by the parties, the Project Plan will be publishe he cik/ Federal Financial Relations

website. Q/ ?‘ v
Attachments: %% OQ~® \2\@
A: Project Plan for WA ?~ (< C§

B: Letter to Minister Cook \2\ é &

C: Minister Cook’s letter to Mifister %Jﬁ

Rural and Regional Cons i p
WA has indicated it wi]l t
existing eligibility crife
organisations that @m 0
people and peop@via
R

g to treat all adult dental patients in line with its

into Grant Agreements with non-government

e& dental care to regional and remote areas of WA, Aboriginal
ress.
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The Hon Greg Hunt MP

Minister for Health
Ref No: MS17-001580

The Hon Roger Cook MLA
Deputy Premier 01 MAY 2018
Minister for Health; Mental Health Q/
13th Floor, Dumas House Q
2 Havelock Street é
WEST PERTH WA 6005 0

DGW W

Thank you for your recent correspondence regardl %ustraha s Project Plan under
the National Partnership Agreement on Public § Adults.

I am pleased to endorse this Project Plan ﬁ Wl gned copy with this letter for

your records.

I'look forward to continuing to w@ Q Ql greement

Yours sincerely

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6277 7220
3
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N:  Australian Government

&
) %%

Department of Health Ministerial Submission — Standard
MS17-001582 Version (1)
Date sent to MO: 22/01/2018

To: Minister Hunt

Subject: TASMANIA'S PROJECT PLAN UNDER THE NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP
AGREEMENT ON PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICES FOR ADULTS

Critical date: 7 February 2018 to meet NPA requirements.

Recommendations:
That you:

1 Approve Tasmania’s project plan, including the
revised 2013-14 baseline, due under the National
Partnership Agreement (NPA) on Public Dental
Services for Adults Attachment A.

2. Sign Tasmania’s Project Plan at Attachment A.

& Sign the letter to the Hon Michael Ferguson MP,
Tasmanian Minister for Health, at Attachment B

Signatnre. i e s

Commg

Contact | Chris Bedfor ' i , Pri Ph: (02) 6289 5323

Officer: Mobile:”

Clearance Caroli@?fw y Sec Ph: (02) 6289 1235

Officer: Mobile:* "

lssues :

L @ r1tten to you (Attachment C) seeking your endorsement of Tasmania’s
propo under the NPA on Public Dental Services for Adults (the Agreement).
This is the fi PI‘OJCCt Plan submitted for endorsement under this Agreement.

2. Tasmania’ OjeCt Plan Attachment A has been developed in accordance with the requirements
of the Agreement. It identifies the strategies it will use to provide treatment to an additional
11,870 public dental patients from 1 January 2017 to 30 June 2019.

3. Tasmania intends to increase its capacity to treat more patients in the priority cohorts by
employing additional public dental staff in all major public dental centres around Tasmania.
Services will be further increased by purchasing from the private sector.

4. The Project Plan also identifies the revised 2013-14 baseline figure, which is consistent with the
baseline agreed under the previous NPA, adjusted to reflect revisions to the Dental Weighted
Activity Units (DWAUSs) applied under this Agreement.

5. Subject to your approval of the Project Plan, your signature is sought on the final page of the
Project Plan, under ‘Part 4: ‘Sign Off’.

6. A letter to Minister Ferguson advising of approval of the Project Plan is at Attachment B for
your signature.

Page 1
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Background:

The 2016-17 MYEFO included funding of $320.0 million for dental NPAs with the states and
territories. $77.5 million of this amount was for a six month extension to the previous NPA on
Adult Public Dental Services, with the remaining $242.5 million available under the current NPA
on Public Dental Services for Adults from 1 January 2017.

The Agreement was offered to the states and territories by you on 27 July 2017 and took effect from
3 October 2017, when the first state signed on.

Project Agreement:

Under Clause 16 of the Agreement ‘the Commonwealth and the states will agree Project Plans to
provide the public with an indication of how the project is intended to be delivered and demonstrate
each State’s capacity to achieve the outcomes and outputs of the Agreement’. The Project Plans are
agreed between Health Ministers.

In accordance with the Intergovernmental Agreement on Federal Financial{Reldtions, once signed
by the parties, the Project Plans will be published on the Council on FederalFinancial Relations
website.

2013-14 Baseline:

Under Clause 14(c) of the Agreement, the states and Commonywealth‘are jointly responsible for
‘agreeing the 2013-14 baseline to reflect the revised weightifigs in Schedule B of this Agreement’.
During negotiations on this Agreement, advice was soughtfrom the Department’s Australian Dental
Association’s Dental Advisers in relation to the DWALIMveightihgs-at Schedule B of the
Agreement. The Schedule was then updated to reflect reyised weightings as agreed between the
Commonwealth and the states.

Tasmania has submitted detailed data totalling 19715 DWAU weightings for its 2013-14 baseline.
The Department has analysed the 2013514 baselihe ad détermined that the data is consistent with
the revised Schedule and the data submitted.¥inder the previous NPA on Adult Public Dental
Services.

Attachments:
A: Tasmania’s Project Rlan
B: Letter to Minister Pergdsoft

C: Minister FetgsonZetter,to\Minister Hunt

Consultatiens: Noddivisions*or agencies were consulted in the preparation of this Submission.
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The Hon Geg Hunt MP

Minister for Health
Ref No: MS17-001582
The Hon Michael Ferguson MP
Minister for Health 09 FEB 2018
Minister for Information Technology and Innovation Q~
Level 4, 111 Macquarie Street %
HOBART TAS 7001 §

Deay&n@ A7 W‘vg/ 6& y\cb%
Thank you for your recent correspondence regarding T 12’{ Pyoject Plan under the
National Partnership Agreement on Public Dental Sertice$ for\Xeults.

I am pleased to endorse this Project Plan and hg%cl\@ a ,Kggéd copy with this letter for
your records. Q/ & N

I look forward to continuing to work %&@i@ional public dental services

under this Agreement.

O «
Yours sincerely//,@é?\% &O

Greg Hui6 QSQ‘Q/Q/ Q?\

Encl ({?\ Q/

&,Q?‘((/ &\2\
Q)A

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6277 7220
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(. ! Australian Government

ek Ministerial Submission — Standard

m o
gt Department of Health MS17-001583 Version (1)
Date sent to MO:27/6/18

To: Minister Hunt

Subject: AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY'S PROJECT PLAN UNDER THE
NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT (NPA) ON PUBLIC DENTAL

SERVICES FOR ADULTS
Critical date: 16 July 2018 - To enable payments to be made to ACT in a timely r?/@s
Recommendations:
That you:
1. Approve the Project Plan for the Australian

Capital Territory (ACT) submitted under the
National Partnership Agreement (NPA) on Public
Dental Services for Adults at Attachment A.

Sign the Project Plan for ACT at Attachment A.

Sign the letter to the Hon Meegan Fitzharris ML
ACT Minister for Health and Wellbeing, at
Attachment B. Qg/

4.  Note that the NPA on Public Dental Se%e
Adults expires on 30 June 2019 and @

C O
Contact Wt NQ&Z: N First Assistant Secretary, Primary Care and Ph: (02) 6289 5323
Officer: L] REIBBEN Mental Health Division Mobile: $22M@
Clearance | e E&@&rzis Deputy Secretary Ph: (02) 6289 1235
Officer: 4 Mobile: 22(1)(a)
Issues: <O
1. The ACT Government have submitted their Project Plan and revised 2013-14 baseline
(Attachment C) due under the NPA on Public Dental Services for Adults (the NPA).
2. The Department has assessed the Project Plan and revised 2013-14 baseline data as

consistent with the requirements of the Agreement and recommends approval. Subject to your
approval, your signature is sought on the final page of the Project Plan at Attachment A.

3. A letter to Minister Fitzharris advising of approval of the Project Plan is at Attachment B for

your signature.

4. The NPA will end on 30 June 2019. After this date there is no ongoing funding allocated for

another NPA. States and territories have begun to ask about what is anticipated to follow the end of
the current NPA.

Page 1
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Background:

States and territories are responsible for the management and delivery of adult public dental
services. In recognition of the reliance of some sectors of the community on public dental services,
and the wait times associated with accessing the same, the Commonwealth has been providing
financial assistance to jurisdictions to support the delivery of additional services since 2013.

The current NPA covers the period 1 January 2017 to 30 June 2019 and provides up to

$242.5 million, for the treatment of around 400,000 additional patients. You offered the Agreement
on 27 July 2017 and it took effect from 3 October 2017, when the first state signed. The Department
has now received formal notification that Queensland has signed the NPA.

Project Agreement and Baseline
Under the terms of the NPA, ‘the Commonwealth and the States will agree Project Plans to provide
the public with an indication of how the project is delivered and demonstrate e@ate’s capacity

to achieve the outcomes and outputs of the Agreement’. The Project Plans are between
Health Ministers. Q

The jurisdictions and Commonwealth are also responsible for ‘agreeing® 04$%-14 baseline to

reflect the revised weightings in Schedule B of this Agreement’. D ne ions on the
Agreement, the Department sought advice from its Dental Advi d the Australian Dental
Association in relation to weightings allocated to each type of ceg\Ihe Schedule was then

updated to reflect the revised weightings as agreed between nwealth and the states.

totalling 7,575 for its 2013-14 baseline. The Depa the 2013-14 baseline and
determined that the data is consistent with the b the previous NPA on Adult
Public Dental Services, adjusted to reflect t i t lm‘ Us applied under the current

Agreement. % Q_ \2\
In accordance with the Intergovern@ A %él’edeml Financial Relations, once signed
by the parties, the Project Plan wi&b 12 déﬂt € Council on Federal Financial Relations
website. Q/
Future Dental Fundin @Q/
S y’/}ncems about dental funding after the NPA ends on
i

N/
Data has been submitted for Dental Weighted Activilg.g{ts Al) weightings from ACT
e
e

States and territories
ide a separate Ministerial Submission on the issues and

30 June 2019. The

options for dent i% c&g June 2019.
Attachme\:g Q Q

A: Proj& 1 C

B: Letter to Mg teﬁ{ harris

C: Minister Fitzhatyis’ letter to Minister Hunt

Page 2

FOI 907 2 Document 9




Minister for Health
Minister for Sport

Ref No: MS17-001583

Ms Meegan Fitzharris MLA

Minister for Health and Wellbeing

Minister for Transport and City Services Q~
Minister for Higher Education, Training and Research Q/

PO Box 1020 éo
CANBERRA ACT 2601 0

Dear Minister %

Thank you for your recent correspondence regarding g&ﬁsn?gﬂ Capital Territory’s

Project Plan under the National Partnership Agreea n@l ¢ Dental Services for Adults.

I am pleased to endorse this Project Plan anc'@ eer a\ﬁfgr\ge\d copy with this letter for

your records. Q/ ?~O ?\
I look forward to continuing to work @%b%%s\&ment
' &~ O

Yours sincerely \2\

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6277 7220
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Australian Government =~ UNCLASSIFIED

3 Department of Health Ministerial Submission — Standard
MS17-001584 Version (1)
Date sent to MO: 23/05/18

To: Minister Hunt

Subject: NORTHERN TERRITORY'S PROJECT PLAN UNDER THE NATIONAL
PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT (NPA) ON PUBLIC DENTAL SERVICES FOR
ADULTS

Critical date: 8 June 2018 - Enable payments for the Northern Territory’s proj?_to be finalised
before the end of this financial year.

Recommendations:

1§ Approve the Project Plan and baseline data for the
Northern Territory (NT), submitted under the
National Partnership Agreement (NPA) on Public
Dental Services for Adults Attachment A.

2. Sign the Project Plan for NT at Attachment A.

3. Sign the letter to the Hon Natasha Fyles MP, NT ¢}
Minister for Health at Attachment B. (

Signature ............ ¢

Comments:

Contact Natasha\Co¥e @’F IQ Assistant Secretary, Health Services Ph: (02) 6289 5323
Officer: 3 /g/ | éfyx&ion Mobile® 2@
Clearance | A lasw NDeputy Secretary, Health Systems Policy & Ph: (02) 6289 8776
Officer: ‘O’ i Prima;y Care Group Mobile: s 22(1)a)

- - ~
Issues: ,%‘2\ &‘
1. The N ment (Attachment A) has written to you and submitted their Project Plan and
revised 2013-14 Badeline due under the NPA on Public Dental Services for Adults (the NPA).

.8 The Department has assessed the Project Plan and revised 2013-14 baseline data as
consistent with the requirements of the Agreement and recommends approval. Subject to your
approval, your signature is sought on the final page of the Project Plan at Attachment A.

3 A letter to Minister Fyles advising of approval of the Project Plan is at Attachment B for
your signature.
Background:

States and territories are responsible for the management and delivery of adult public dental
services. In recognition of the reliance of some sectors of the community on public dental services,

Page 1
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and the wait times associated with accessing the same, the Commonwealth has been providing
financial assistance to jurisdictions to support the delivery of additional services since 2013.

This current NPA covers the period 1 J anuary 2017 to 30 June 2019 and provides up to

$242.5 million for the treatment of around 400,000 additional patients. You offered the Agreement
on 27 July 2017 and it took effect from 3 October 2017, when the first state signed.

Project Plan and Baseline

Under the terms of the NPA ‘the Commonwealth and the States will agree Project Plans to provide
the public with an indication of how the project is delivered and demonstrate each State’s capacity
to achieve the outcomes and outputs of the Agreement’. The Project Plans are agreed between
Health Ministers.

The jurisdictions and Commonwealth are also responsible for ‘agreeing th 3-14 baseline to
reflect the revised weightings in Schedule B of this Agreement’. Durin otiations on this
Agreement, the Department sought advice from its Dental Advisers e alian Dental
Association in relation to the weightings allocated to each type of chedule was then

c
updated to reflect the revised weightings as agreed between the ,{1\%alth and the states.

totalling 7,133 for its 2013-14 baseline. The Departme an the 2013-14 baseline and
determined that the data is consistent with the baselin@gre previous NPA on Adult
Public Dental Services, adjusted to reflect the re@u to& applied under the current

Agreement. Q/ & Q/?y
Attachments: Q) %:{ \2\

A: Project Plan for NT & Minister F l?@e@ iQster Hunt
B: Letter to Minister Fyles é\ é &O

N\
§§F h ﬁcated it will use the NPA funding to reduce
@ dental wait lists, utilising the new Top End Oral
nt prioritisation program. NT will also increase the
ough the Top End Oral Health Service and Central

Data has been submitted for Dental Weighted Activity U 't@g@))wei ghtings from NT
d
e

Page 2
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S TLAY
The Hon G
Minister for Health
Ref No: MS17-001584
74 MAY 2018
The Hon Natasha Fyles MLA
Attorney-General and Minister for Justice
Minister for Health Q.
GPO Box 3146 Q/

DARWIN NT 0801 éQ
Dear Attfn‘éy-{eneral W Q/Q '\Q)Q)q/

Thank you for your recent correspondence regarding the No itory’s Project Plan
under the National Partnership Agreement on Public De{/ ev for Adults.
I am pleased to endorse this Project Plan and have s 1g:Q2{copy with this letter for

your records. Q/% &\

I look forward to continuing to work wit n@ ent.

Yours sincerely

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6277 7220
3
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For Official Use Only

SB18-000049
BRIEF
Additional Estimates 2017 - 2018

DENTAL

SUBJECT / ISSUE:

There may be criticism of Commonwealth dental programs due to
funding reductions for jurisdictions and low uptake of the Child Dental
Benefits Schedule (CDBS).

KEY POINTS Q.
Child Dental Benefits Schedule

Questions on the operational promotion of the CDBS
distribution of eligibility notifications to patlents |r |es should

be directed to the Department of Human SerV|c

e  Since its commencement on 1 Januar g@lé\g@é CDBS has
provided almost $1.262 billiont in b s@ ost 2.2 million
children? (as at 31 January 2018

e Take-up rates continue to tre ’(ds with the take up rate in
the 2017 calendar year sﬁté(zn ent3 This figure is
expected to increase as Inue to be submitted.

e In August 2017 the D iﬁ(nenced a social media
campaign to prom e Department has also
developed a flye &ote DBS through GPs and will

continue to lo rtunities during 2018.
National Part ' % 'ﬁqent
[}

s@%ﬁ allocated to the National Partnership
Qi@n Public Dental Services for Adults, which is
e period 1 January 2017 to 30 June 2019.4

! http://medicarestatistics humanservices.gov.au/statistics/mbs_group.jsp
2 Internal Department of Health data
3 Internal Department of Health data
4 http://www.federalfinancialrelations.gov.au/content/npa/health/national -
artnership/Adult Public Dental Services NP 2017-2.pdf ; http://www health.gov.au/dental

Subject Matter Lead: Natasha Cole, First Assistant Work Phone Mobile Phone
Secretary, Primary Care and (02) 6289 5323 s 22(1)(@)
Mental Health Division

Cleared by: Caroline Edwards, Deputy Work Phone Mobile Phone
Secretary, Health Systems Policy | (02) 6289 1235 s 22(1)(a)
and Primary Care Group

Date Brief Created: 22 January 2018 Last Updated: 26 February 2018

For Official Use Only
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For Official Use Only

SB18-000049
BRIEF
Additional Estimates 2017-18

The NPA is expected to provide services to around 400,000
additional patients®. Minister Hunt signed the NPA on 27 July 2017
and it formally commenced on 3 October 2017. All jurisdictions have
now signed on to the agreement with the exception of Queensland.
The NPA includes a lower Dental Weighted Activity Unit (DWAU)
price than previous NPAs, which more accurately reflects the cost of
delivering services. As a consequence, funding available under the
NPA is approximately 30 per cent lower than funding Iev&lf during

2015-16.
e&
@0 o

The Commonwealth had previously calcu tlonal waiting

robust independent analysi h this approach. The

times for public dental patients based o bmltted by
jurisdictions. However, the recently ustrallan Institute of
Health and Welfare (AIHW repo g%% of public dental
waiting times information in /@ 0 2016-17 provides a

report highlights a sign
data across jurisdiction
data unreliable.

° Queries regardin

jurisdictions

N

(Qﬁizg/arabmty of waiting time
% Q@ ach nsolidation of waiting times

altlng times within individual
to those jurisdictions.

BUDGET ALL
Child Den@%qé‘fi g$c edule
Table 1\500352* A tered expense as at MYEFO 2017-18
N 7, © /| 2017418 | 201819 | 2019-20 | 2020-21 _ TOTAL
Budget 2017 1816m)' | 346.039] 358.500| 369.608 | 387.250 1.461.396
Variation a.t&/lY‘EFO2 -14.450 -26.900 -34.447 | -46.101 -121.898
MYERD 2°:$7n:)§ 331.589 | 331.600| 335.161 | 341.149 1-339-499

Source: 1 Portfolio Budget Statements 2017-18, Budget Related Paper 1.10, Health Portfolio, p 90

3 http://www.federalfinancialrelations.gov.auw/content/npa/health/national-

partnership/Adult Public Dental Services NP 2017-2.pdf : http://www health.gov.au/dental

Subject Matter Lead:

Natasha Cole, First Assistant
Secretary, Primary Care and
Mental Health Division

Work Phone
(02) 6289 5323

Mobile Phone
s22(1)a)

Cleared by:

Caroline Edwards, Deputy

Work Phone

Mobile Phone

Secretary, Health Systems Policy

: (02) 6289 1235
and Primary Care Group

s22(1)a)

Date Brief Created: 22 January 2018

Last Updated: 23 January 2018

FOI 907 2

For Official Use Only
Document 12



For Official Use Only

SB18-000049
BRIEF
Additional Estimates 2017-18

2 Derived
3 MYEFO 2017-18 (to be published at PAES)

e The CDBS Budget was reduced at MYEFO 2017-18 by
$121.9 million® over four years. This is primarily due to a revision of
the estimates due to lower estimated growth.

e The CDBS is a demand driven program and Budget forecasts are
estimates only. All eligible CDBS claims will be paid regardless of the
Budget allocation.

¢ Although the take-up rate of the CDBS remains relativel @w the
most recent data from the Australian Research Centr Population
Oral Health” suggests that the vast majority of AUSS ian children do
attend the dentist regularly. QP

e These attendances would include CDBS visit%,éav (q%?funded
attendances (funded by consumer and/or priva e&&lth insurance),
and public dental services not claimed th@?@h the’CDBS (e.g.
school dental clinics where CDBS su%‘&a §rﬁr sought).

Szﬁg\eligible children®

Table 2: percentage take-up rate ofthe

N N
\? ' Qi&ent

National Par&S('e; r@
Table 4: OW
for Ad —&amjn

e

2014 [, o01 ?%16 2017
Take-up rate | 29.55 (J5V33: </ 34.61 36.14°
S A, XY
Table 3: CDBS eligible Qﬂla&o@ total child population
A N 2004 |£ 2015 2016 2017
Notified eligible persorsi®| 3062,309:°8,086,278 | 2,997,823 | 2,934,221
Total children: 2 — 37¢rst! (\4D924¥65| 5,071,270 | 5,153,652 | 5,239,546
O ,

rship Agreement on Public Dental Services
red expense as at MYEFO 2017-18

AS & O/ | 2017-18 | 2018-19 | 2019-20 |2020-21 TOTAL
MYEFQ@'2017-18 ($m) 107.8 134.8 - - 2425*
N !
{02
v
5 Table 1

7 Oral health of Australian Children: The national child oral health study 2012-14, indicates that 81.1 per cent
of 5 to 14 year olds saw a dentist within the last twelve months (p. 163).
8 Internal Department of Health data
° This figure will likely continue to rise as late claims for payment are submitted

10 DSS internal data

% Internal estimates based on ABS data (3222.0, population projections Australia, Table B9)
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Source: MYEFO 2017-18 Annex A: Payments to the States pp 4-7.
* Years do not sum to total due to rounding

e 2016-17 NPA funds were for the six month extension to the previous
National Partnership Aareement on Adult Public Dental Services.

SENSITIVITIES: YES PR Q~
Stakeholders have been critical of the low take-up of thel€DBS, citing
lack of government promotion of the program. DHS \»\@ s(sg/ eligible

is’h

children every calendar year to advise them of t :}@ . Itis too
early to tell if the Department’s social media c l{

aving any
impact. Q/?‘ C)
s 47B(a)
?\

BACKGROUND é&OQ

child Dental Ben{s@((c/r@ule &Q
e TheCD 0 @Qac&to benefits for basic dental services for eligible

childr e %r . The maximum benefit available to eligible children

ur@@e J ,000 over two consecutive calendar years*.

o }5&;\ 'ceﬁ t c@e a benefit under the program include examinations,

& éé(gewﬁ(ﬁssure sealing, fillings, root canals, extractions and partial
d s./ﬁ efits are not available for orthodontic or cosmetic dental work
an can:\{ot be paid for any services provided in a hospital.

e To b@igible, a child needs to be aged between 2-17 years at some point in
the calendar year, be eligible for Medicare and meet a means test. Eligibility

13 Dental Benefits Rules 2014: https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2018C00070;
http://health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/childdental
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for the program is assessed annually, with benefits capped over two
consecutive calendar years.
¢ Notifications of eligibility are generally provided by DHS to eligible children at
the beginning of the calendar year. Notifications continue to be provided
throughout the calendar year for newly eligible children.
e Delivery of letters for the 2018 calendar year commenced in January.
Most families will have received their letter by the end of February 2018.

National Partnership Agreement (NPA)
e The 2016-17 MYEFO provided total funding to the states of $ illion under

NPAs.14 Q

e $77.5 million was to allow for a six month extension to th ious NPA,
which ended on 31 December 2016.%°

e The remaining funding of $242.5 million is for the ¢ h@ Thisis a
funding reduction of approximately 30 per cent c re 015-16 funding.

This reduction reflects the impact of the gover ision not to proceed

with the proposed Child and Adult Public De e (CAPDS). Funding

notionally allocated to the CAPDS was r at d t0 support the continuation

of the CDBS, which is demand driven, Q(]g funds reallocated to
., theNPA. % «\ &

e Media continues to report 0@1 aﬁe\g times for public dental
patients, linking this to tr\y\ rtgﬁdlng under the current NPA.

Attachments $ (§
Attachment A: Child D Be@ dule Additional Facts and Figures

14 Mid-Year Economic and Fiscal Outlook 2016-17, p 172

15 Mid-Year Economic and Fiscal Outlook 2016-17, p 172

16 http://www.federalfinancialrelations.gov.au/content/npa/health/national -
partnership/Adult_Public_Dental _Services NP_2017-2.pdf ; http://www health.gov.au/dental
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Attachment A

Child Dental Benefits Schedule Additional Facts and Figures

e Funding of $163.6 million over five years was provided in Budget 2017-18 to
increase the CDBS benefits cap from $700 to $1,000, and to extend the
indexation pause on CDBS benefits for a further two years to 31 December 2020.

Table 5: 2017-18 Budget Measure: Child Dental Benefits Schedule —
increased cap O~

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-2%@20 Total
Department of Health \N 162.1
($m) 5.1 38.2 429 -~ .8)\(1/37.1 *
Department of Human v O
Services ($m) 15 - O ¢ N~ - 15
Total — Expense ($m) 6.6 382 (499 (,'388 37.1 1636

Source — Budget Paper No.2: Budget Measures 2017-18, Part 2 )t\}é M%«res page 105.

¢ The indexation pause component of %ﬁgbas% sults in a reduction of
@I/é fi

funding to the CDBS. This is evident or the Budget
measure.

e 2,194,978 children have utilised t@)r% ts commencement (to
31 January 2018.18

o Around 905,000 chnd%&nm eéégram in 2014, 29.5 per cent of the
3,062,309 notified gligible re

o 1.02 million chil tili ogram in 2015, 33.1 per cent of the

o 1.04 m""o%t a%tlllg{c e program in 2016, 34.6 per cent of the
2,997.8 Ifi § hildren.

o 1,060 d the program in 2017, 36.1 per cent of the
2,9 1 e@ ble children (claims processed to 31 January 2018).

S Q‘ Q

@

&‘2‘((/ '\\2{0
@

18 Internal Department of Health data. Patients by calendar year do not sum to total patients over the life of the
program as some patients receive treatment in more than one calendar year.
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Briefing Paper
COAG Health Council

2 August 2018 Agenda Item 2.6

Public Dental Funding Arrangements

Originator - New South Wales

Purpose

NSW (and other jurisdictions) are seeking ongoing Commonwealth support for public dental
services including: (1) funding for a new NPA after the expiry of the National Partnership
Agreement on Public Dental Services for Adults (NPA) on 30 June 2019 and; (2) access to the
Child Dental Benefits Schedule (CDBS) after expiry of access on 31 Decembery2019.

N

Commonwealth Position

1. The current NPA is in place until 30 June 2019. Funding ceases at@me. Current
advice is that future funding will need to be sought through the u@ Budget process.

2. Funding for the CDBS, a demand driven program, is ongoing{ Acce ublic providers
requires Ministerial authority through a legislative instru @nstrument can be

prepared, for whatever period is desired, at any point ir%\ . &

Sensitivities and Risks Q/
s 47B

BN
NESON
Key Poififs to Raise

e The N@s formally in place until 30 June 2019. Future funding will need
to be considered in the Commonwealth Budget process. This will impact

the timing of our future negotiations.

e  State and territory access to the CDBS is in place until 31 December 2019.
The Commonwealth is happy to consider future access arrangements.

Background

States and territories may provide CDBS services to public patients, as specified in Schedule 2
of the Dental Benefits Rules 2014 (the Rules). Under the Dental Benefits Act 2008 the Minister
may, by legislative instrument, make or amend the Rules. Current Rules allow all states and
territories to access CDBS services until 31 December 2019.

CHC 2 August 2018- Item 2.6 Briefing Paper QA: 23 July 2018 1
FOI 907 1 Document 12
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Briefing Paper Addendum
COAG Health Council

2 August 2018 Agenda Item 2.6

Public Dental Funding Arrangements

Child Dental Benefits Schedule (CDBS) Facts and Figures
e Asat 30 June 2018, the CDBS has provided $1.4 billion in benefits and delivered 22.6
million services to 2.3 million Australian children since it commenced on 1 January

2014. Q/Q‘

Background for Child Dental Benefits Schedule

. The Child Dental Benefits Schedule (CDBS) operates under the D&Benef ts Act 2008
and is an ongoing, demand driven, program. ('1{

J Public dental providers cannot provide CDBS services unle iﬁ) lowed under

make or amend the Rules.
o Current Rules allow all states and territorle toXaccess CDBS services until
31 December 2019.

the Dental Benefits Rules.
o Under the Dental Benefits Act 2008 the Minister r&b&) islative instrument,

J A new instrument will need to be issued 1f a(& \&\nnue after 2019.

J There are a range of policy reasons to ¢ ue e'ac e‘suo the CDBS. States and
Territories currently deliver around ekggﬁer services.

. While NPA negotiations (and fungt es to that of State access to the
CDBS, NSW has linked both is Q u rtamty about both funding and access

can impact on service delive d % pac@o plan and maintain staffing levels to
deliver additional servic

CHC 2 August 2018- Item X.X — Addendum/update 1
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Briefing Paper Addendum
COAG Health Council

2 August 2018 Agenda Item 2.6

Public Dental Funding Arrangements

National Partnership Agreement on Public Dental Services for Adults (NPA) Facts and Figures
e States and territories are required to meet the objectives and outcomes under the current

NPA by providing treatment to an additional 404,168 adult public dental patients with a
particular focus on:

a. patients at high risk of, or from, major oral health problems;
b. Indigenous patients; and Q~
c. patients from rural and regional areas.

e Commonwealth support is designed to provide additional services&@ of those funded
t

by states and territories. States maintain responsibility for the delivery of public dental

} @%der these

services including funding, planning and management of wait 1
arrangements states have the ability to fund an increase in s&s t et demand
particularly in areas of need.

N

s 47B

s
O
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DENTAL HEALTH CORE OVERVIEW

BUDGET
DENTAL NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS
201213 201718 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 Total
(ACTUAL) (ACTUAL) ($m) (BUDGET) (BUDGET) (BUDGET) (BUDGET) 2018-19 to
($m) ($m) ($m) ($m) ($m) 2021-22
($m)
PROGRAM — 69.2* 106.4** 134.8* - - 134.8
DENTAL NPA Q’
&,
ANNUAL - 28.9 284 i . . 28.4
INCREASE IN %
SPEND 0
GROWTH (%) - 37.3% 26.7% E e 1\6.3' E .

*National Partnership Agreement on Treating More Public Dental Patients. $69 W th ﬁk{year of Commonwealth expenditure.
Source: 2012-13 Final Budget Outcome, Table 36.

**National Partnership Agreement on Public Dental Services for Adults, (@ ne 2019).
Source: 2017-18 Final Budget Outcome, pg.65.

CHILD DENTAL BENEFITS SCHEDU &
\ (,?‘
201213 2017-18 18 2020-21 2021-22 Total
(ACTUAL) (ACTUAL)? (BU { DGET) BUDGET) | (BUDGET) 2018-19 to

($m) ($m) \2\ Q@ O<: ($m) ($m) ($m) 2021-22
($m)
=

L
PROGRAM - -1 g§ N 315.6 311.4 320.9 1,269.1
CDBS Q/
ANNUAL - ,J\\ -12.7 -5.6 -4.2 9.5 -13.1
INCREASE IN
SPEND OC) ?9-
ya\ v/ ,O

GROWTH (%) A - -3.8% -1.8% -1.3% 3.0% -0.1%

The Child Sch ule ®émmenced on 1 January 2014.

2 Depagq to:%@ \2\ rt 2017-18, page 96

KEY POI 4

o States and territories have primary responsibility for the funding and
provision of public dental services — including determining what services
they provide.

e The Liberal National Government is supporting states and territories in
this, contributing $242.5 million from 1 January 2017 to 30 June 2019 for
delivery of additional public dental services to adults through a National
Partnership Agreement.
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[This document may have been modified in the Ministerial Offices. Departmental officers must ensure that only
FOI'907 factual content is prolided by the Department] Document 15

Page 10of 9




s 47B

UNCLASSIFIED: For Official Use Only
QB18-000063

Date QTB Fact Brief created: 23 January 2018
Last Updated by Department: 17 October 2018
Last Updated by Adviser: 21 August 2018

The funding model under the current National Partnership Agreement
was adjusted following an extensive review that more accurately reflects
the true costs of providing services.

All jurisdictions have now signed on to the agreement. Qg‘

Management of waiting lists for services, as has re@y been a focus in
the Victorian media, is an issue for state and terr; Vernments as
the service providers. The Commonwealth WI||$ r;ggg?o support
states and territories in this role under the nak rtnership
Agreement.

At the 2 August COAG Health Coun@%@ﬁ oting that the current

NPA will end on 30 June 2019, all d to commence formal
negotiations to achieve long-te funding arrangements.

Furthermore, the Liberal N %@UV ent added a further
$163.6 million over 5 y %% ﬁary 2017 to the Child Dental
Benefits Schedule million Australian children will be

able to access up é;@ &6@ w f check-ups and treatments every
two years.

Take-up ratgs)\gn@he@-hlld Dental Benefits Schedule continue to

trend up

FACT Q/SQQ/

\ééf of Human Services writes directly to eligible children
eve dar year to advise them of their eligibility for the Child Dental
Benefits/Schedule.

0 Most families received their letter for the 2018 calendar year by the
end of January.

As at end June 2018, the take up rate for 2017 sat at 36.4 per cent.
This number may continue to climb as late claims are submitted.
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Child Dental Benefits Schedule — number of children accessing - 2017
State NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS NT ACT
Number of Children | 338,447 | 298,315 | 241,695 | 92,406 | 56,384 | 32,165 | 6,009 | 8,603

Australia
1,072,470

Notes: Patients by state do not sum to total as some patients have lived in more than one state.
Claims processed in 2017 — the child’s treatment may have been provided in a previous year.
Source: Internal Department of Health data (not publicly available)

Child Dental Benefits Schedule — number of children accessing by remoteness
area — 2017

Remoteness area Major Inner Outer Remote Very Unknown
Cities Regional Regional Re
Number of children 708,275 240,657 107,284 10,681 (5,304 269

Notes: Remoteness area determined by child’s address. Children only counte@\ﬂme remoteness area

even though they may have lived in multiple remoteness areas.
Claims processed in 2017 — the child’s treatment may have beenwbwd

Internal Department of Health data (not publicly available) Q/Q ch
N

e The 2016-17 MYEFO provided funding ozf jon for dental
National Partnership Agreements with t t nd territories.

o $77.5 million was for the six moni%d o the National
Partnership Agreement on Aduj@ blie ervices (to 31
December 2016). '{ DK

o The remaining $242.5 mlllQh onal Partnership

in a previous year.
Source:

Agreement on Publlc é& or Adults.
o Under this Agreerpﬁif‘lt& @d that around 400,000 additional
services.

public dental pa@
IMPACT ON REG

e The Royal Iﬂ}y\?
dental o
fund|

LIANS

rV|ce (RFDS) began delivering new mobile
rom April 2017 using new Government
pects to cover up to 107 locations nationally,
, days of dental services by 30 June 2018.

. On cf\g(\)18 the Prime Minister announced an extra $84 million in
fundmg@the RFDS, which will extend the dental outreach program,
deliver mental health services and ensure the reach of ambulance

services to rural Australia over the next four years.

e The Child Dental Benefits Schedule is available to eligible children in
regional Australia. Services funded under the National Partnership
Agreement may also be accessed by regional Australians eligible for
public dental care.
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BACKGROUND Q
Child Dental Benefits Schedule %Q/ '\Q
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Under the Child Dental Benefits Schedul YB @3 million Australian
children are eligible to access up to $ h of check-ups and
treatments every two years. ThIS aﬁ Qg preventive and basic
treatment services.

The Government reduced th%@nef@@ap’&“the Child Dental Benefits

Schedule from $1,000 ovecyv 00 over two years at MYEFO

2016-17.
On 8 February 2017% gent reinstated the benefits available
under the Child D, I hedule to $1,000 per child for

treatment over @@ Y

Information Q’p
DHS we
ASSOCi

|Id<@ental Benefits Schedule is available on the
r@?ﬁt of Health website and The Australian Dental

Chlld&&éﬂt@gﬁﬁ«s Schedule Promotion

The Depa ~ktjent of Health commenced a social media campaign to
promot Child Dental Benefits Schedule in August 2017. This
campalgn IS ongoing.

The Department has also provided Primary Health Networks, for
distribution to GPs and other primary care providers, a flyer promoting
the importance of good oral health and flagging the availability of
treatment for eligible children under the Child Dental Benefits Schedule.

The Department continues to monitor the uptake rate of the Child Dental
Benefits Schedule and to consider additional promotional opportunities.

UNCLASSIFIED: For Official Use Only
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Australian Dental Association Oral Health Tracker

s 22(1)(a)

On 20 March 2018 the Australian Dental Association released its Oral
Health Tracker. The tracker is touted as a national report card on
Australian oral health, highlighting the links between oral health and
preventable chronic diseases.

Information, such as the tracker, improves knowledge of oral health and
helps to inform policy and program development. The Council of
Australian Governments Health Council National Oral He Plan
2015-24 (the Plan) supports research and evaluation tﬁ improve
oral health.

research and evaluation. Since 2000, the Nat Health and Medical
Research Council has provided $164.9 milli%Eb ,{e’ﬁ‘tal related

research. & ?‘Q

The Government supports the Plan across a raég\g q%s, including
r

Nationéf‘PaLtnership Agreements

e Media o%?lets in Victoria and Queensland have focused on National

Partnership Agreement funding reductions, with jurisdictions reporting
service cuts as a result of the funding offer by the Commonwealth being
around 30 per cent lower than under previous National Partnership
Agreements.

Although the price per unit of activity has been reduced, the funding now
more accurately reflects what it actually costs states and territories to
deliver those services.
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e Victoria can expect to receive $60.5 million under the National
Partnership Agreement to deliver services to around 104,600 patients.
Queensland will receive up to $48.8 million for the delivery of services to
over 80,300 patients.

e The Government sought to reform Commonwealth dental funding by
introducing a new Child and Adult Public Dental Scheme.

o This new Scheme would have replaced the Child Dental Benefits
Schedule and the National Partnership Agreement for Q?ylt Public
Dental Services.

o The Child and Adult Public Dental Scheme WOU& Qe been the
largest ever Commonwealth investment in publl | services, with
funding guaranteed in legislation, but it wasq/ g&rted by
stakeholders or the Labor party. (%) N

o The Government reversed its 2016-17 %measure regarding the
Child and Adult Public Dental Schemie-at MYEFO 2016-17.

e Although waiting times for gene e%f b%\increased year on
year between December 201 &O ~thi rtly reflects an increase
in demand for services. The @b p@s seeking general
treatment increased by alnq inas cember 2016 compared to
December 2015.

e States have previou ad | t |mprovements made against waiting
times encourage |e add themselves to the list, believing

that they will a oner.

Medibank B H x report

noted the release of the Medibank Better Health
icated that 5.7 million Australians have at least one
d o(<9 Ith issue. The Adelaide Advertiser also noted that
SOUL{\&JSt ns have the worst oral health in mainland Australia.

o Medlba% Is said t047rB1ave attributed these figures to growing public
dental wait times.

e South Australia was the first jurisdiction to sign up to the current
National Partnership Agreement on Public Dental Services for Adults.

UNCLASSIFIED: For Official Use Only

[This document may have been modified in the Ministerial Offices. Departmental officers must ensure that only
FOI 907 factual content is pro¥ided by the Department] Document 15

Page 7 of 9



UNCLASSIFIED: For Official Use Only
QB18-000063

Date QTB Fact Brief created: 23 January 2018
Last Updated by Department: 17 October 2018
Last Updated by Adviser: 21 August 2018

National Health Reform Agreement Funding

s 22(1)(a)

P

9 @Xﬁal Health Reform Agreement, the

butes funding to States and Territories for each
b{f& spital dental care. For 2016-17, the approximate

e contribution to the National Health Funding Pool, as

detefroined by the Independent Hospital Pricing Authority for the

followi ntal services was as follows:

- Dental Extractions and Restorations is $1,236.67 per service;

- Oral and Dental Disorders, Major Complexity is $2,189.00 per
service; and

- Oral and Dental Disorders, Minor Complexity is $607.79 per
service.
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e Between 2015-16 and 2016-17, the Commonwealth contribution for
dental services (acute admitted dental extractions and restorations, oral
and dental disorders, and non-admitted dental services) in public
hospitals across all states and territories under the National Health
Reform Agreement Activity Based Funding has been estimated to have
increased by 37 per cent from $106 million in 2015-16 to $145 million in
2016-17.

&
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DENTAL HEALTH CORE OVERVIEW

BUDGET

Element*

2016-17

201718

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

$ (m)

$ (m)

$ (m)

$ (m)

$ (m)

Child Dental Benefits Schedule 319.4 331.6 331.6 335.2 341.1
National Partnership Agreement on 77.5 107.8 134.8 - -
Public Dental Services for Adults**

Funding to Royal Flying Doctor 1.8 55 3.7

Service to deliver dental services

As at MYEFO 2017-18

*The Commonwealth also spends $100 million p.a. on dental services for veterans
of the private health insurance rebate each year is spent on dental services.

** 2016-17 funds were for the six month extension to the National Partnershi

Q)
Sl

l(gBﬁit the funding and

Dental Services.

KEY POINTS

e States and territories have primary respo

provision of public dental services — |n

they provide.

e The Commonwealth is suppo
contributing $242.5 million fr
delivery of additional pub |(Cgen

partnership agreement

@@

Q@\;\d $700 million

eement on Adult Public

rrltorles in this,
17 to 30 June 2019 for

ng ermlnlng what services

to adults through a national

e The NPA formally @1 «3 October 2017. All jurisdictions have
now S|gned ont W|th the exception of Queensland.

e The Comm n ntlnues to provide the Child Dental Benefits

Schedul January 2017 the benefit was reinstated to
$1 00 ) per eligible child. All states and territories have
r eligible patients.
FAC&S& G&K\Es
e TheD ment of Human Services writes directly to eligible children

every calendar year to advise them of their eligibility for the CDBS.

o Delivery of letters for the 2018 calendar year commenced in January.
Most families will have received their letter by the end of February.

e The 2016-17 MYEFO provided funding of $320 million for dental NPAs
with the states and territories.

o $77.5 million was for the six month extension to the NPA on Adult
Public Dental Services (to 31 December 2016).
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o The remaining $242.5 million is for the NPA on Public Dental
Services for Adults.

o Under this Agreement, it is expected that around 400,000 additional
public dental patients will receive services.

e The Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) began delivering new mobile
dental outreach services from April 2017 using new Government
funding. The RFDS expects to cover up to 107 locations nationally,
providing about 1900 days of dental services by 30 June 2018.

&

IF ASKED \)

(potential follow up questions) Q/Q q‘bq/
&) &'\
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BACKGROUND
Child Dental Benefits Schedule (CDBS)

Under the CDBS, around 3 million Australian children are eligible to
access up to $1,000 worth of check-ups and treatments every two
years. This covers a range of preventive and basic treatment services.

The Government reduced the benefits cap for the CDBS from $1,000
over two years to $700 over two years at MYEFO 2016-17

On 8 February 2017, the Government reinstated the be %avallable
under the CDBS to $1,000 per child for treatment ov 0 years.

Information on the CDBS is available on the DH Department
of Health website and The Australian Dental |§1{I§?(ADA) website.

National Partnership Agreements (NPAS)

Recently, media outlets in Victoria an Q’and have focused on
NPA funding reductions, with Jurlsdl rt g service cuts as a
result of the funding offer by the eing around 30%

lower than under previous NP

Although the price per unit of t| en reduced, the funding now
more accurately reflects \/Q% @tua@ costs states and territories to
deliver those serwces

Victoria can exp ve million under the NPA to deliver
services to aro nts Queensland will receive up to
$48.8 million @ f services to over 80,300 patients, should
it sign on

The Go@ ht to reform Commonwealth dental funding by

d and Adult Public Dental Scheme.

intr
o&%u\ gggéme would have replaced the CDBS and the NPA for
D

ental Services.

0 The thld and Adult Public Dental Scheme would have been the
largest ever Commonwealth investment in public dental services, with
funding guaranteed in legislation, but it was not supported by
stakeholders or the Labor party.

o The Government reversed its 2016-17 Budget measure regarding the
Child and Adult Public Dental Scheme at MYEFO 2016-2017.

Although waiting times for general treatment have increased year on
year between December 2014 and 2016, this partly reflects an increase
in demand for services. The number of patients seeking general
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treatment increased by almost 35,000 in December 2016 compared to
December 2015.

e States have previously advised that improvements made against waiting
times encourages more patients to add themselves to the list, believing
that they will access services sooner.

Contact Officer: Natasha Cole Work Phone: (02) 6289 5323 | Mobile Phone: s 22(D)()
First Assistant Secretary

Cleared by: Maria Jolly Work Phone: (02) 6289 1235 | Mobile Phone: $22(1(@)
al/g Deputy Secretary ~
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