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Department of Health Ministerial Submission — Standard
MS20-900131 Version (1)
Date sent to MO: 12/05/2020

To: Minister Hunt

Subject: Human Biosecurity Emergency Declaration Extension 2020

Critical date: 12 May 2020 (ahead of the expected ExCo meeting on 14 May 2020)

Recommendation/s:

1. NOTE that the Department has provided a
significant volume of briefing in relation to
the COVID-19 outbreak and response

2. NOTE the Governor-General’s 18 March 2020 2. Noted ./
Declaration of a human biosecurity N Pl
emergency in relation to COVID-19 and your
recommendation in respect of the
Declaration (MS20-000294)

3. NOTE the advice from the Chief Medical
Officer (at Attachment A)

74
4, INDICATE whether you are satisfied of the @/ No/Please discuss
matters necessary in order for the Governor-
General to vary the Declaration to extend the
human biosecurity emergency period. These
matters are:

(a) that COVID-19 is continuing to (i)
pose a severe and immediate threat,
or (ii) cause harm to human health,
on a nationally significant scale (you
may be satisfied of (i) or (ii) or both),
and

(b) that the extension of the human

1 biosecurity emergency period is
necessary to prevent or control
the (i) entry, or (ii) the emergence,
establishment or spread of COVID-19
in Australian territory or a part of
Australian territory (you may be
satisfied of either (i) or (ii) or both).

5. If so, then: 5L3 months_[l.éss than 3 months

INDICATE what you consider to be the period (pléase specify)/Please discuss

necessary for the human biosecurity
emergency declaration to be in force (noting
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Next steps

27. If you are satisfied of these matters, Attachments B — E are provided for your approval to
facilitate the extenstion to the human biosecurity emergency period. The proposed instrument at
Attachment B would enable the Governor-General to vary the Declaration relating to COVID-19 to
extend the human biosecurity emergency period for a further period of three months until the end
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Attachments:

Attachment A Letter from the Chief Medical Officer
s22

Consultation:

s47C, s4TE(d)

s22
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