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SPORTS GRANTS PROGRAMS – 
FEMALE FACILITIES AND WATER SAFETY STREAM PROGRAM 

KEY MESSAGES ON THESE TWO PROGRAMS 

• The Government is funding a number of sports-related 2019 election commitments
through two programs:

o the Female Facilities and Water Safety Stream (FFWSS) Program, which was a
measure announced in the 2019-20 Budget; and

• FFWSS has a total of 41 projects valued at $131.73 million.

• This is an extensive investment aimed at supporting the development of female
change room facilities at sporting grounds, for community swimming facilities and
community-sporting infrastructure across Australia.

• In October 2019, I (Minister for Youth and Sport) wrote to proponents confirming
that funding had been committed for their project and I would be seeking further
information that would allow contract execution to occur.

o Since my initial advice, the Department of Health has been undertaking due
diligence to ensure that organisations have the capacity to deliver on their
commitments.

o As at 25 November 2020

 31 grant agreements have been executed under the FFWSS program
with a value of $45.07million.

o These smaller projects include the construction of netball courts, female
change rooms, floodlights and safety nets.
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o The larger capital projects within the FFWSS, such as aquatic centres, require
more project and development planning and the Department of Health is
working closely with proponents on this detail.  The FFWSS program is funded
over four years.

• The Department continues to engage with grant recipients to help them to submit
Request for Information details, thus enabling Grant Agreements to be established
and funding released.  This has been progressed with regular and positive
communication between the Department and grant recipients.

• In relation to recent media (Millions more for sports grants hidden in budget,
Karen Middleton, The Saturday Paper, 7 November 2020), I would reiterate that all
funding arrangements are being managed by the Department of Health in accordance
with the relevant grant rules, guidelines and approvals.

GRANT VARIATION 

• Over the course of the programs, grant recipients may seek to vary grant project
details such as the original scope, or on occasion, delivery milestones.
The Government will consider these requests, however, will ensure they are
consistent with the Program’s policy objectives prior to any variation being applied.

BACKGROUND 

1. The FFWSS Program was announced in the 2019-20 Budget with funding of $150
million over four years.  The Government allocated funding for 41 projects valued at
$131.73 million under this program as part of the 2019 election commitments.  The
remaining $18 million has not yet been allocated.

2.

3. Attachment A lists the executed grant agreements.
Department Contact available 
during sitting 

Jo Da Rocha, Assistant Secretary, Office for Sport Phone: (02) 6289 5567 

Back up contact available 
during sitting 

Andrew Godkin, First Assistant Secretary, Sport Division Phone: (02) 6289 5298 
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