
Advisory Committee on Health Emergency Response to Coronavirus (COVID-19) for 
People with Disability 

Seventh Meeting: 17 July 2020 
Key Outcomes 

The Department of Health (the Department) welcomed attendees to the extraordinary meeting at 
short notice.  The chair provided a progress report to members of the Advisory Committee on a 
number of urgent issues relating to renewed outbreaks in Victoria and New South Wales. 

The Advisory Committee discussed a range of topics including, but not limited to: 

• The availability of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and who is required to wear face masks 
or coverings, both in hotspot and other areas. There is an ongoing need for clear 
communications; 

• Visas for disability support workers. A representative from the Department of Home Affairs 
was present to discuss changes to application requirements and extensions available to existing 
workers; 

• Return to school arrangements were discussed following the advice from Victoria to switch to 
remote learning with special schools to remain open; and 

• Updates to the Management and Operational Plan were discussed with comment that the 
current linear format of the plan should be revised. This is due to outbreaks in some areas and 
a return to normalcy in others.  

NEXT STEPS 
• DHHS Victoria to provide clarity of advice on whether people with disability should be required 

to wear a face covering. 
• Department to publish advice on face masks or coverings for use by disability support workers 

and people with disability in the school environment.  
• Department to release an information sheet clarifying mask and face covering usage. 
• Department to make enquiries on masks or face coverngs for those who are deaf or hard of 

hearing.  
• DSS and DHA to investigate issues around visa extensions being limited to registered workers.  
• A representative from the Victorian department of Education and Training will attend the 

Advisory Committee meeting of 28 July 2020 to discuss long term disruptions to education.  
• Members of the Advisory Committee are encouraged to submit their amendments to the 

Management and Operational Plan for further review. 
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