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Hi 
Please see question from Graham Gee below. 
Regards, 

s22

s22

From: Graham Gee 
Sent: Tuesday, 2 April 2019 8:21 PM 
To: Mental Health Liaison 
Subject: Re: For vote: proposed approach to making recommendations and managing conflict of 
interests - Million Minds Mission [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
Hi s22

T 
M 
E s47F

s47F

s47F

THIS D
OCUMENT H

AS BEEN R
ELE

ASED U
NDER  

THE FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N ACT 19

82
 (C

TH) 

 BY THE D
EPARTMENT O

F H
EALT

H

Can I please confirm if we have postponed the meeting in Canberra on 11 April, or are we 
proceeding? Thanks. 
Regards, 
Graham 
Dr Graham Gee 
Masters I PhD 
Senior Research Fellow I Clinical Psychologist 
Intergenerational Health 
Murdoch Children’s Research Institute 
The Royal Children’s Hospital 
Flemington Rd Parkville, Victoria 3052 AUS 

W www.mcri.edu.au/healthymothers 

From: Mental Health Liaison <mental.health.liaison@health.gov.au> 
Date: Tuesday, 2 April 2019 at 4:43 pm 
To: Mental Health Liaison <mental.health.liaison@health.gov.au>, 
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Cc: "Gleeson, Emma" <Emma.Gleeson@health.gov.au>, s22

s47F

"Kneipp, Erica" <Erica.Kneipp@health.gov.au>, 

Subject: RE: For vote: proposed approach to making recommendations and managing 
conflict of interests - Million Minds Mission [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
Good afternoon Advisory Panel members 
Thank you to those who have selected their preferred option already. There are still a number of 
members who have not yet voted. 
If you haven’t done so, please vote by clicking on the following link: 
https://doodle.com/poll/fqssbtnwi2z7ha85 
If you have any questions, or are experiencing issues accessing the poll, please do not hesitate to 
contact the Secretariat. 
Kind regards 
s22
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Primary Mental Health Innovation and Engagement Section 
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Branch | Primary Care and Mental Health Division 
Department of Health

 | mental.health.liaison@health.gov.au 

From: Mental Health Liaison <mental.health.liaison@health.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, 1 April 2019 5:17 PM 
To: 

Cc: Mental Health Liaison <mental.health.liaison@health.gov.au>; Gleeson, Emma 
<Emma.Gleeson@health.gov.au>; 

Kneipp, Erica <Erica.Kneipp@health.gov.au>; 
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interests - Million Minds Mission [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
Dear members, 
At our teleconference on Tuesday 26 March 2019, it was agreed that we would prepare a 
statement of the advisory panel’s intent to guide funding recommendations given the significant 
conflicts in this first round of funding. Following this teleconference, we have liaised with the 
NHMRC to clarify how the process could work. We have also consulted with Minister Hunt’s 
office on the approach and timing: and we are now being asked to deliver the final 
recommendations for funding to the Minister by cob on Friday. 
The NHMRC has advised that funding recommendations are developed within a policy 
framework and are an intentionally separate process from the peer review panel to maintain the 
integrity of both processes. As such, the current ToR for the peer review process do not enable 
them to take additional advice in account to assist the advisory panel in its distribution of 
funding – unfortunately these limitations were not clear to the Department during the 
teleconference last Tuesday. 
To navigate a way through this, we now have a process with step two having two possible 
options below which we would like you to consider and vote on – both being reasonable 
approaches that the Minister’s Office is satisfied with given the Conflict of Interest issues at 
hand: 
Proposed process 

1. The peer review panel scores applications against the assessment criteria, as published in 
the MRFF Million Minds Mission Grant Guidelines (note – this takes into account the 
contribution of the application towards the Million Minds Mission). 

One of the below options (this is where we need you to vote): 
2. 

A) Allocate the ‘$5 million plus one’ to each priority area, then allocate the remainder 
based upon peer review rank ($5 million plus one: using our trucks, buses, cars 
analogy – in the trucks stream – first grant awarded based on ranking is 
$4million, if next best project is $3 million then total expended on the trucks 
priority will be $7 million); OR 

B) Split the $25 million three ways ($8.3 million per priority area) until all funding has 
been allocated. 

3. A Ministerial Submission will be drafted by the Department for the Minister’s approval on 
Friday, 5 April 2019. 

Urgent Action to be undertaken by no later than COB 2 April 2019: 
vote on the poll at the link below for your preferred option. 

https://doodle.com/poll/fqssbtnwi2z7ha85 
Getting recommendations approved and funds out to the mental health research sector for this 
first funding round is important and we are working to deliver this outcome as quickly as 
possible. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the Co-Chairs or the 
Million Minds Mission Secretariat. 
Kind regards, 
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Director 

s22

s22

Primary Mental Health Innovation and Engagement 
Mental Health & Suicide Prevention Branch 
Primary Care and Mental Health Division 

FOI 1862

https://doodle.com/poll/fqssbtnwi2z7ha85


Page 4 of 4Document 11

s22

"Important: This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain 
confidential or legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you are 
notified that any use or dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you receive 
this transmission in error please notify the author immediately and delete all copies of this 
transmission." 

This e-mail and any attachments to it (the "Communication") are, unless otherwise stated, confidential, may contain copyright 
material and is for the use only of the intended recipient. If you receive the Communication in error, please notify the sender 
immediately by return e-mail, delete the Communication and the return e-mail, and do not read, copy, retransmit or otherwise 
deal with it. Any views expressed in the Communication are those of the individual sender only, unless expressly stated to be 
those of Murdoch Children’s Research Institute (MCRI) ABN 21 006 566 972 or any of its related entities. MCRI does not accept 
liability in connection with the integrity of or errors in the Communication, computer virus, data corruption, interference or delay 
arising from or in respect of the Communication. 
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