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Good Morning 

As discussed on the phone this morning, please see attached a letter from the A/g Secretary of 
the Department of Health, Caroline Edwards, to Senator Gallagher dated 11 May 2020. 

Included is an update to verbal question on notice (QoN) number 1. 

Can you please ensure that this updated QoN is tabled? Senator Gallagher has already received 
this letter and updated QoN from the A/g Secretary’s office. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Kind regards, 

S 22

PQoNs & Parliamentary Committees 

S 22
S 22 S 22
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People, Communication & Parliamentary Division | Corporate Operations Group 
Ministerial and Parliamentary Services Branch 
Australian Government Department of Health 
T: 02 | E: @health.gov.au 
Location: Scarborough House Level 
GPO Box 9848, Canberra ACT 2601, Australia 

The Department of Health acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of Australia and their continued 
connection to land, sea and community. We pay our respects to all Elders past and present. 

Please note I work part-time Monday-Wednesday 
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Senator Katy Gallagher 
Shadow Minister for Finance 

Shadow Minister tor the Public Service 
Manager of Opposition Business in the Senate 

Senator for the Australian Capital Jcrritory 

Ms Caroline Edwards 
Secretary 
Department of Health 

By email only: caroline.edwards@health.gov.au 

Dear Ms Edwards 

I refer to an answer to a question on notice submitted by the Department of Health to the 
Senate Select Committee on COVID-19 on 5 May 2020. 

I regret it is necessary to remind you there are no areas in connection with the expenditure 
of public funds where any person has a discretion to withhold details or explanations from 
the Parliament or its committees unless the Parliament has expressly provided otherwise. 

Before considering what, if any, steps should be taken, pursuant to resolutions of the Senate 
re-affirming this principle, I invite you to re-submit an answer to Question no.1 asked by me 
at the committee hearing on 23 April 2020 by close of business on Monday 11th May. 

The question simply sought a date - it did not ask for any further information and it is not 
open to the Department of Health to refuse to answer the question or indeed to refer it to 
another department as a way of avoiding providing an answer. 

I look forward to your timely response. 

Yours sincerely 
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Senator Katy Gallagher 
11 May, 2020 
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