
Climate and Health Alliance 

PO BOX 343 

Clifton Hill, VIC 3068 

29 May, 2019 

The Hon. Greg Hunt, MP 

Minister for Health 

Federal Member for Flinders 

Greg.Hunt.MP@aph.gov.au  

Dear Minister, 

The Climate and Health Alliance (CAHA) congratulates you and your Government for being 

re-elected on Saturday 18 May.  

As a coalition of over 30 health and welfare organisations, representing more than 600,000 

health professionals, the Climate and Health Alliance wish to work with you to prevent and 

adapt to the health impacts of climate change. 

Health professionals and health industry leaders are increasingly calling for action to 

address the growing impacts of climate change on the health of the community. Thus, we 

sought to work with yourself and the Environment Minister during the last Parliament and are 

interested to do so again. We know that climate change is a growing issue for the health of 

all Australians and for the economic viability of the health sector and the nation at large.  

Extreme weather events, including heatwaves, the spread of vector borne diseases, and an 

increase in aeroallergens and air pollution will all affect the health and well-being of 

Australians. As a result, there will be an increased demand on the health sector, as well as 

interferences to service delivery. To effectively act on these issues, CAHA has developed a 

Framework for a National Strategy on Climate, Health and Well-being. This Framework 

provides all levels of government with the key principles for policy development of adaptation 

and mitigation strategies. It is also an opportunity for balanced action on climate change that 

provides economic gains.  

You will be aware that health services present an increasing cost burden to the country as 

the population ages. Extensive evidence shows older people in Australia are the most 

vulnerable members of our community to the direct and indirect effects of climate change. 

The Framework, developed with and endorsed by almost 40 health and welfare 

organisations, provides Government with a roadmap to start addressing this important issue 

with an apolitical agenda. 

We attach a copy of the Framework for a National Strategy on Climate, Health and Well-

being and offer the expertise of this broad network of health professionals and academics to 

assist Members of Parliament to work towards a plan to address the health impacts of 

climate change.  
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