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KEY POINTS 

• The Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment is the lead agency for the
management of Australia’s climate adaption and science policy. The Department of
Industry, Science, Energy and Resources is the lead agency for management of
Australia’s carbon emission mitigation action.

• The Australian Government has worked to develop a sustainable and responsive health
system, capable of responding to climate related pressures on the health of the
population and the health system.

• Australia’s response to the long term and acute health effects of climate change are
predominately managed though the existing health system, with a range of programs
which can be expanded or operationalised to respond to emerging pressures.

• The Government released its National Climate Resilience and Adaptation Strategy in
2015 (the Strategy).

• The Strategy recognises that in Australia, national and subnational governments,
businesses, households and communities all have different but important roles in
managing climate risks, including those that impact on health and wellbeing.

• The National Disaster Risk Reduction Framework, released in April 2019, provides the
‘big picture’ for work that government, industries, business, not-for-profits, communities
and individuals in Australia must do together so that we can live successfully with these
hazards for decades to come.

• Additionally, the Australian Government is working with the states and territories to
ensure that Australia’s capacity to respond to the health impacts of climate change are
appropriate and effective:
o The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) identified climate

change as a health protection priority.
o The AHPPC has asked its National Health Emergency Standing Committee to develop

a National Heat Health Framework.
o The AHPPC has tasked the Environmental Health Standing Committee (enHealth)

with conducting a review of the science on the health effects of prolonged smoke
exposure.

• The Government is also taking action in direct response to the health impacts of the
bushfire crisis – refer facts and figures section below.

FOI 1644 Document 4 Page 1 of 3

s22

This
 do

cu
men

t w
as

 re
lea

se
d u

nd
er 

the
 Free

do
m of

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82
 by

 th
e D

ep
art

men
t o

f H
ea

lth



This
 do

cu
men

t w
as

 re
lea

se
d u

nd
er 

the
 Free

do
m of

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82
 by

 th
e D

ep
art

men
t o

f H
ea

lth



This
 do

cu
men

t w
as

 re
lea

se
d u

nd
er 

the
 Free

do
m of

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82
 by

 th
e D

ep
art

men
t o

f H
ea

lth




