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infection control section requires further work. CDNA will be discussing this at the 2.30pm 
meeting.  
 
Members reviewed the issue of the exclusion of children who are contacts of confirmed cases 
from school and noted that the exclusion would apply to primary and secondary school 
teachers also. The rational being that this would prevent the spread of the disease to school 
children who are unable to self-monitor. Adult students attending University or Technical 
Colleges would be expected to self-monitor as adults.  
 
Action: CDNA to share a rationale for the “exclusion of children rather than adults” to AHPPC.  
 
The interim 2019-nCoV SoNG has been distributed to State/Territory contacts for 
dissemination to Public Health Units. This document is available on the Department of Health 
website:  
https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/cdna-song-novel-
coronavirus.htm 
 
A supplementary webpage has been created which lists areas with evidence of sustained 
human-to-human transmission of 2019-nCoV. The interim 2019-nCoV SoNG refers to this and 
it will be updated regularly: 
 https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-2019-nCoV-areas.htm 
 
Action: Professor Lyn Gilbert to organise a group to review infection control issues such as 
the use of P2 masks and how long they can be used before being replaced.  
 
Laboratory testing update  
Dr Mike Catton provided members with an update on laboratory capacity noting that the PHLN 
guidance on laboratory testing for 2019-nCoV can be found on the Department of Health 
website.  
 
Members noted that:   

 there is currently no access to the virus yet;  

  
  

   
 
Response activities update  
Ms Rhonda Owen provided members with an update on the current response activities being 
undertaken by the National Incident Room including:  

 2019-NCoV – listed human disease; 

 messaging at the borders; 

 communications – website and social media  

 Public Health Information Line scripts 

 Advice to Primary Health  

 NIR SitReps  

 Smarttraveller updates 
 
The most current information can be found in the daily SitRep.  
 
Action: Health to speak to cruise line companies regarding messaging.  
 
Members noted that the NIR will be producing SitReps and WoG talking points over the 
weekend and these will be disseminated to the relevant committees and that meetings would 
be called as required.  
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