
Page 1 of 6

Medical Research 
Future Fund
Funding timelines 2019–21

Information correct as at 8 November 2019

Grant process: Open and competitive

Grant process: Open and competitive

Targeted grant 
opportunities

Open and 
contestable grant 
opportunities

International Clinical 
Trials Collaborations 
(ICTC)

Rare Cancers, Rare 
Diseases and Unmet 
Needs (RCRDUN) 
including general funding 
rounds, childhood brain 
cancer, reproductive cancers 
and neurological disorders

2019–20

2019–20

2019–20

2020–21

2020–21

2020–21

Patients

Clinical Trials Activity

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Grants open

Projects selected

Projects underway

Grants open

Projects selected

Projects underway

Emerging Priorities and Consumer-Driven Research

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Grants open

Projects selected

Projects underway

Grants open

Projects selected

Projects underway

Grant process: Multiple open and targeted grant rounds

Global Health
Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Grants open

Projects selected

Projects underway

See GrantConnect for specific grant dates

https://www.grants.gov.au
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Grant process: Open and competitive

Grant process: Open and competitive

Grant process: Open and competitive

Pathogen Genomics 
Grant Opportunity

Projects Grant 
Opportunity 
cancers/diseases, 
paediatric acute care & 
ethical-legal-social issues

Bioinformatics 
Fellowships

2019–20

2019–20

2019–20

2019–20

2020–21

2020–21

2020–21

2020–21

Research 
missions

Dementia, Ageing 
and Aged Care   
Mission

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Develop roadmap

Funding round 1

Grants open

Projects selected

Agreements in place

Projects underway

Australian Brain 
Cancer Mission

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Grants open

Projects selected

Projects underway

Cardiovascular 
Health Mission Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Develop roadmap

Funding round 1
Grants open

Projects selected

Agreements in place

Projects underway

Genomics Health Futures Mission

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Projects selected

Agreements in place

Projects underway

Projects selected

Agreements in place

Projects underway

Agreements in place

Fellowships underway

See GrantConnect for specific grant dates

https://www.grants.gov.au
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Grant process: Open and competitive

Grant process: Open and competitive

Grant process: Open and competitive

Grant process: Open and competitive

2019–20

2019–20

2019–20

2019–20

2020–21

2020–21

2020–21

2020–21

Research 
missions

Indigenous Health  
Research Fund

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Develop roadmap

Funding round 1
Grants open

Projects selected

Agreements in place

Projects underway

Million Minds  
Mental Health 
Research 
Mission

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Funding round 1
Projects underway

Funding round 2
Grants open

Projects selected

Agreements in place

Projects underway

Stem Cell  
Therapies 
Mission

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Develop roadmap

Funding round 1
Grants open

Projects selected

Agreements in place

Projects underway

Traumatic Brain  
Injury Mission Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Develop roadmap

Funding round 1
Grants open

Projects selected

Agreements in place

Projects underway

See GrantConnect for specific grant dates

https://www.grants.gov.au


www.health.gov.au/mrff
Medical Research Future Fund 
Funding timelines 2019–21

Page 4 of 6

Grant process: Open and competitive. Applicants can defer their start date 
to January 2021.

Grant process: Open and competitive

Grant process: Open and competitive

2019–20

2019–20

2019–20

2020–21

2020–21

2020–21

Researchers

Clinician  
Researchers

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Grants open

Projects selected

Projects underway

Frontier Health  
and Medical  
Research

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Cohort 1

Stage 1 projects underway

Prepare for Stage 2

Stage 2 guidelines

Stage 2 grants open

Cohort  2

Grants open

Projects selected

Projects underway

Researcher  
Exchange and 
Development 
within Industry

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Grants open

Projects selected

Projects underway

See GrantConnect for specific grant dates

https://www.grants.gov.au
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Grant processes: Open and competitive

See MTPConnect for specific grant dates

MTPConnect is the lead entity for the BioMedTech Horizons and the Biomedical 
Translation Bridge initiatives. Applications for funding under these initiatives will 
be selected by MTPConnect.

BioMedTech 
Horizons

Rural, Regional 
and Remote 
Clinical Trials 
Enabling 
Infrastructure 
(RRRCTEI)

Biomedical 
Translation 
Bridge

Grant process: Open and competitive

2019–20

2019–20

2020–21

2020–21

Grant round

Research 
translation

Medical Research Commercialisation

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Round 1 projects underway

Round 2 EOI

Round 2 projects selected

Round 2 projects underway

Round 3 EOI

Round 3 projects selected

Round 3 projects underway

Round 1 EOI

Round 1 projects selected

Round 1 projects underway

National Critical Research Infrastructure

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Grants open

Projects selected

Projects underway

Grants open

Projects selected

Projects underway

See GrantConnect for specific grant dates

https://www.mtpconnect.org.au/projects
https://www.grants.gov.au
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Primary Health Care  
Research

Rapid Applied  
Research 
Translation

Research Data  
Infrastructure

Grant process: Open and competitive

Grant process: Open and competitive

Grant process: Open and competitive

2019–20

2019–20

2019–20

2020–21

2020–21

2020–21

Grant process: Open and competitive 

*  Keeping Australians Out of Hospital, and Targeted Health System and 
Community Organisation Research rounds 1 and 2

2019–20 2020–21

Research 
translation

Preventive and Public  
Health Research

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Existing projects*

Grants open

Projects selected 

Projects underway

Upcoming projects

Grants open

Projects selected

Projects underway

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Grants open

Projects selected

Projects underway

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Final agreements 
in place 

Projects underway

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr

Grants open

Projects selected

Agreements in place

Projects underway

See GrantConnect for specific grant dates

https://www.grants.gov.au
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