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the Commonwealth represented by 

Department of Health, Disability and Ageing 

and 

Autism Spectrum Australia (ASPECT) 
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Scope of this Agreement 

This Agreement comprises: 

(a) this document; 

(b) the Supplementary Terms from the Clause Bank (if any); 

(c) the Standard Grant Conditions (Schedule 1); 

(d) the Grant Details; 

(e) any other document referenced or incorporated in the Grant Details. 

Each set of Grant Details, including Supplementary Terms (if any), only applies to the particular Grant and 
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Supplementary Terms is a reference to the Agreement in relation to that particular Grant and Activity. If 
there is any ambiguity or inconsistency between the documents comprising this Agreement in relation to a 
Grant, the document appearing higher in the list will have precedence to the extent of the ambiguity or 
inconsistency. 

This Agreement represents the Parties' entire agreement in relation to each Grant provided under it and the 
relevant Activity and supersedes all prior representations, communications, agreements, statements and 
understandings, whether oral or in writing. 

Certain information contained in or provided under this Agreement may be used for public reporting 
purposes. 
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Organisation ID: 1-XA-258 

Agreement ID: 4-LVP8OQV 

Program Schedule ID: 4-LVP8OQX 

Grant Details 

A. Purpose of the Grant 

The purpose of the Grant is to: 

The National Autism Strategy 2025-31 (the Strategy) will run over seven years from 2025-2031. 
The Strategy was released in January 2025 by the Australian Government. 
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Autistic people, their families, carers and communities. The Strategy was developed through an extensive 
co-design process with Autistic people, their families, carers and the broader community. The Strategy sets 
out a vison for a more inclusive, equitable and neurodiversity-affirming society. 

The Strategy is structured around 4 key outcome areas: 
Ensuring Autistic people are fully included in all aspects of community life. 

Improving access to education, employment and financial security. 
Enhancing access to timely, affordable and neurodiversity affirming 

services. 
Addressing systemic issues in the healthcare system (through the separate 

but connected National Roadmap to Improve the Health and Mental Health of Autistic people - Autism 
Health Roadmap released in February 2025). 

To support these outcomes, the Strategy also includes enabling commitments that incorporate governance, 
research, and evaluation. These enabling commitments provide a foundation for evidence-based policy, 
programs and service delivery, that are co-designed with the Autistic and autism community, align with best 
practices, and are backed by rigorous evaluation and data collection. These enabling commitments, along 

26. 

The Strategy is an activity under the Disability Services and Inclusion Act 2023 (DSI Act) that the Minister 
may make a payment or grant of financial assistance. To be eligible for the payment or grant, you must 
meet certain requirements and comply with its terms and conditions. 

Terms and conditions include the five statutory funding conditions, which require a grantee to: 
1. Comply with the code of conduct (contained within the Disability Services and Inclusion (Code of 
Conduct) Rules 2023 
2. Implement and maintain a complaints management and resolution system (contained within the Disability 
Services and Inclusion (Complaints and Incidents Management) Rules 2023) 
3. Implement and maintain an incident management system (contained within the Disability Services and 
Inclusion (Complaints and Incidents Management) Rules 2023) 
4. Not be subject to a banning order that is in force under section 73ZN of the National Disability Insurance 
Act 2012 (NDIS Act). This also applies to their key personnel, employees or persons otherwise engaged by 
the grantee. 

It is your responsibility to ensure you understand your obligations under the DSI Act, when applying for a 

This grant will contribute to the following Closing the Gap target: 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people enjoy high levels of social and 

emotional wellbeing. 

Refer to the National Agreement on Closing the Gap for more information on these targets and priority 
reforms. 

This Grant is being provided under, and these Grant Details form part of, the Agreement between the 
Commonwealth and the Grantee. 
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The Grant is being provided as part of the Disability Services and Improvement program 
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Activity Title: National Autism Strategy - Improving Social Connections 

Activity ID: 4-LVP8OR1 

B. Activity 
This grant opportunity was announced as part of the Strategy release in January 2025. 

The purpose of this grant opportunity is to support the delivery of peer support programs that improve the 
ability and opportunities for Autistic people to build and maintain meaningful social connections. These peer 
support programs aim to reduce social isolation, enhance wellbeing, and foster inclusive communities by 
providing safe, supportive, and accessible environments where Autistic individuals can connect with peers 
and participate in community life. 

2031, particularly in 
promoting inclusive communities, improving social and economic participation, and ensuring people with 
disability have the opportunity to live fulfilling lives. It also supports the emerging priorities of the Strategy, 
which seeks to improve outcomes for Autistic people living in Australia through greater inclusion, access to 
supports, and recognition of neurodiversity. 

The Improving Social Connections Activity (the Activity) will: 
1. Provide coordination and capacity building to develop and ensure consistency with good practice; and 
embed strong governance and safeguards. 
2. Strengthen grassroots peer networks across diverse local peer groups; and cohort-based peer groups. 
3. Create safe and inclusive spaces where participants can connect with others; share experiences; and 
build practical skills for navigating life as Autistic individuals and families and carers. 

This Activity will fund one backbone organisation to deliver the National Coordination and Capacity Building 
Function. The backbone organisation will also partner with and on-fund local organisations as Community 
Partners. These Community Partners will co-design and deliver peer support programs and activities 
across a national footprint (see Attachment A for Activity diagram). Note: up to two backbone 
organisations may be funded where the grant round finds that national service delivery by one organisation 
does not represent the best value with money. 

All funding will be held by the backbone organisation/s, and this targeted competitive grant process will 
require a breakdown of how the funds will be allocated over the four-year funding period. This should 
include: 

activities across Australia from the beginning of 2027. 
-Service Hub and 
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in the National Autism Strategy evaluation process) in the first 6 months of the grant activity. 
-Service Hub (including tools, resources and micro training videos) in the first 6 

months of the grant activity. 

administering funding and reporting arrangements with Community Partners. 

Guided by the Strategy, grant applicants will be expected to demonstrate how they will ensure that Autistic 
people will be meaningfully employed across the project to ensure that Autistic people are represented in 
leadership, decision-making and advisory roles to embed lived experience and Autistic leadership at every 
stage of the program design, implementation and evaluation. 
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Improving Social Connections Framework   
The backbone organisation/s will co-create the Improving Social Connection Framework (the Framework) 
with the Autistic and autism community (Autistic-led Orgs and autism peaks) to develop a best practice 
nationally consistent framework. The Framework will include minimum quality and safety standards, 
embedding neurodiversity affirming, strength-based and trauma-informed, inclusive, and flexible 
approaches tailored to the intersectional needs of Autistic people and the needs of those with carer 
responsibilities.    
  
The Improving Social Connection Framework will:    

-design process to develop peer support programs with Autistic people, families, and carers, 
ensuring lived experience informs design, delivery, governance, and evaluation.   

-
priority cohorts.   

-appropriate and culturally responsive support by partnering with local organisations, including 
those led and delivered by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.   

skills for navigating life as Autistic individuals or families and carers.    

Nations and CALD/CARM communities.   
-advocacy, independence, and a sense of belonging within both the Autistic and autism 

community and broader communities.     
   

adequate, safe, trauma-informed co-reflection and individual supervision.   
  
Implementation of the Social Connection Framework will be enabled through a dedicated coordination and 
capacity building function that would deliver a Self-Service Information Hub offering co-designed resources 

-
training videos and accessible guidance. It will build the capacity of local organisations and the safety of 
peer workers and participants, raise awareness of the value of peer support, and embed ongoing 
evaluation.   
  
Self-Service Information Hub    

   
  

   
o co-design information and increase access to resources, services and advocacy for underrepresented 
groups, including First Nations and CALD/CARM communities (including Easy Read, Auslan and language 
translations). Tailored at supporting formal and informal peer support activities.    
o support parents or carers with routines and advice on things they can do at home and what their child 
may need in other everyday environments where they learn and play.   

    
o Build structured training, supervision, and professional development pathways for peer facilitators, 
including wellbeing supports and targeted recruitment from priority cohorts.   
o Align with the National Lived experience (Peer) Workforce Guidelines.    
 
Capacity Building  

support.   
  
Monitoring and Evaluation  
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continuous improvement, and share findings nationally. 

Improving Social Connection: Community Partners 

Partners in agreement with the Department of Health, Disability and Ageing (the department). The 
Community Partners will lead the delivery of peer support programs through a variety of diverse options 
including face-to-face and online formats, reaching regional and remote areas, and offering both 
professionally facilitated and Autistic peer-led options tailored to the specific needs and strengths of the 
Strategy's priority cohorts. 

This ensures that the Improving Social Connections Activity is: 
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methods that best suit them (this includes the opportunity to participate no matter where they live in 
Australia). 

Initial Cohorts 
At times, funding may be sort from other sources to fund priority cohorts. In its initial phase, the program 
will target investment and outreach to three target groups to be determined in partnership with the 
department. 

To support meeting the access and equity needs of the Autistic and autism community to participate in peer 
support programs, there will be a high level of support and accommodations for those attending (meeting 
sensory needs, communication needs, and providing detailed what to expect guides for each meeting). 

This grant agreement will be signed on behalf of, and as duly authorised by Lydia Ross, Assistant 
Secretary, being the delegate exercising the power to make the grant under s13 of the Disability Services 
and Inclusion Act 1997. 

Funding is subject to indexation, pending approval through a notice of change. We will advise you in writing 
each year of the indexation that will apply to the funding. 

Performance Indicators 

The Activity will be measured against the following Performance Indicator/s: 

Performance Indicator Description Measure 

Location Information 

The Activity will be delivered from the following site location/s: 
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Commonwealth representative and email address 

Business hours telephone not applicable 

E-mail s47E(d) @communitygrants.gov.au 

The Parties' representatives will be responsible for liaison and the day-to-day management of the Grant, as 
well as accepting and issuing any written notices in relation to the Grant. 
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Disclaimer and explanatory notes 

Disclaimer 

By executing this agreement you agree that you have read and accept this disclaimer, including the 
explanatory notes on how to duly execute this agreement. You warrant that your identity has been verified, 
you have legal capacity and authority to enter into this agreement, and you are signing in accordance with 
all legal instruments that apply to you and/or the legal entity which you represent. 

Explanatory notes 

If you are an individual, you must download, print and sign the agreement in wet-ink in the 
presence of a witness (the witness date must be the same as the signatory date). 

If you are a partnership, the signatory must be all partners, or one partner with the authority to sign 
on behalf of all partners receiving the grant. You should be prepared to provide evidence of this 
authorisation upon request. 

If you are a proprietary company incorporated under the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth), the 
signatory must be the sole director and company secretary, as required under section 127 of the 
Corporations Act 2001 (Cth). If required by your Constitution, please affix your company seal in the 
presence of the sole director and company secretary acting as a witness (the witness date must be 
the same as the date the company seal is affixed). For execution by company seal, you must 
download, print and sign the agreement in wet-ink. 

If you are a company incorporated under the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth), the signatories must 
be two directors, or one director and one company secretary, as required under section 127 of the 
Corporations Act 2001 (Cth). If required by your Constitution, please affix your company seal in the 
presence of two directors, or one director and one company secretary acting as a witness, or if your 
company has only one director that director and a suitable witness, (the witness date must be the 
same as the date the company seal is affixed). For execution by company seal, you must download, 
print and sign the agreement in wet-ink. 

If you are a company incorporated under the Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander) Act 2006 (Cth) (CATSI Act), the signatories must be two directors, one director and one 
company secretary, or if your company has only one director that director, as required under 
section 99-5 of the CATSI Act. If required by your Constitution, please affix your company seal in 
the presence of two directors, or one director and one company secretary, or if your company has 
only one director that director. For execution by company seal, you must download, print and sign 
the agreement in wet-ink. 

If you are an individual trustee of a trust, you must download, print and sign the agreement in 
wet-ink in the presence of a witness (the witness date must be the same as the signatory date). You 
must sign in your capacity as a trustee and not the trust. The trustee is the legal entity entering into 
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If you are a corporate trustee of a trust, the signatory must be the sole director and company 
secretary in the proprietary company, or two directors in the company, or one director and one 
company secretary in the company, as required under section 127 of the Corporations Act 2001 
(Cth). If required by your Constitution, please affix your company seal in the presence of the sole 
director and company secretary in the proprietary company, or two directors in the company, or one 
director and one company secretary in the company, acting as witness (the witness date must be 
the same as the date the company seal is affixed). For execution by company seal, you must 
download, print and sign the agreement in wet-ink. The company must sign in its capacity as a 
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If you are an incorporated association, you must refer to the legislation incorporating the 
association as it will specify how documents must be executed. This process may differ between 
each State and Territory. If an authorised person is executing a document on behalf of the 
incorporated association, you should be prepared to provide evidence of this authorisation upon 
request. 

If you are a university, the signatory can be an officer authorised by the legislation creating the 
university to enter into legally binding documents. A witness to the signature is required (the witness 
date must be the same as the signatory date). 

This
 do

cu
men

t h
as

 be
en

 re
lea

se
d u

nd
er 

the
 Free

do
m O

f In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82
 by

 

the
 D

ep
art

men
t o

f H
ea

lth
, D

isa
bil

ity
 an

d A
ge

ing

Commonwealth Standard Grant Agreement - 2024 Page 15 of 16 

OFFICIAL 



OFFICIAL 

Page 16 of 16

FOI 26-3155 - Document 1 
 

           

 

 

  

   

    

 

   

                
                  

 

  

           

  

      

  

           

    

   

                  
              

  

          

    

       

      
 

     

    

      
 

  

  

Organisation ID: 1-XA-258 

Agreement ID: 4-LVP8OQV 

Program Schedule ID: 4-LVP8OQX 

Signatures 

Executed as an Agreement 

Signed for and on behalf of the Commonwealth of Australia represented by and acting through Department 
of Health, Disability and Ageing, ABN 83 605 426 759 by an authorised representative in the presence of: 

s47F

s47F

s47F

s47F

s47F
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ings47F

(Name of authorised representative - print) (Signature of authorised representative) 

(Position of authorised representative) 

s47F

(Name of witness in full - print) (Signature of witness) 

Date 

Signed for and on behalf of Autism Spectrum Australia (ASPECT), ABN 12 000 637 267 in accordance with 
its rules, by its representative(s) who warrant(s) that they are authorised to sign this Agreement: 

s47F

(Name of the representative - print) (Signature of representative) 

Date 

(Position held by the representative - print) 

(Name of the second representative/witness - (Signature of second representative/witness) 
print) 

Date 

(Position held by second representative/witness -
print) 
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