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Product) Rules 2015 

Pregnancy and birth related services 

Assisted reproductive services 

Joint replacements i.e. shoulder, knee, 

hip and elbow including revisions 

Hip and knee replacements 

• Cataract and glaucoma treatment 
• Major eye surgery (including the treatment of glaucoma, cataracts, cornea and sclera transplants) 
• Obstetrics-related services (e.g. pregnancy) 
• Pregnancy related and assisted reproductive services 
• Maternity and assisted reproductive services (including IVF) 
• Pregnancy related services 
• Pregnancy (childbirth) 
• Pregnancy and birth services 
• Delivery and pregnancy related services 
• Pregnancy related services (including childbirth) 
• Obstetrics and other pregnancy-related services and treatments 
• Assisted reproductive services (including IVF/GIFT) 
• Fertility treatment (e.g. IVF and GIFT programs) 
• Assisted reproductive services (IVF) 
• Assisted reproductive services (like IVF) 
• Infertility treatment 
• Assisted reproductive services 
• IVF and assisted reproductive services 
• Knee and shoulder reconstructions 
• Joint replacements, including spine with prostheses 
• Joint replacement surgery 
• Other joint replacement 
• Joint investigations and reconstructions 
• Joint replacements (e.g. hip replacements, knee replacements) 
• Other joint replacements and related services (e.g. shoulder) 
• Shoulder and ankle replacements 
• Joint replacements 
• Hip and knee joint replacement surgery 
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Attachment A 

Private health insurance reforms: Gold/Silver/Bronze/Basic 
product categories 

A new system for categorising health insurance products will be introduced 
in 2019 

Private health insurance products will be simplified for consumers through the 
creation of easily understood categories of cover. 
There will be four categories of hospital products – Gold, Silver, Bronze and Basic – 
and three categories of general treatment (extras) products –Gold, Silver and 
Bronze. Where insurers offer combined hospital and general treatment products, 
separate ratings will apply to each component of the product. 
These product categorisation arrangements will take effect from 1 April 2019. 
Minimum requirements for each category of cover will be finalised during 2017–18 in 
consultation with industry and the Private Health Ministerial Advisory Committee. 

Why is this important? 

Private health insurance is an important issue to many Australians, with 55 per cent 
of the population covered by some form of health insurance. 
The Government’s private health insurance consultations revealed that consumers 
find health insurance products complex and difficult to understand. 
Consumers face considerable difficulty trying to compare private health insurance 
products. They also find it difficult to understand what services different products do, 
and do not, cover. 

Who will benefit? 

The new product categories will provide consumers with greater certainty about the 
services covered by each type of product. 
The changes will make it easier to shop around and compare different products and 
find a product that meets their needs. 

How much will this cost? 

Funding of $2.5 million has been allocated over three years (2017–18 to 2019–20) to 
support the development and introduction of the new product categories, and to 
establish an expert committee to examine opportunities to address low value and 
inefficient care. Further information on the expert committee is included in a separate 
fact sheet. 

What impact will this change have on private health insurance? 

This change is designed to help consumers compare different products more easily and 
shop around for a better deal. 
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