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Setting up Thriving Kids
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	[image: department of health disability and ageing logo]
	The Australian Government Department of Health Disability and Ageing wrote this. 

We say DHDA for short.

When you see the word we it means DHDA.

	[image: a person reading a book that says easy read]
	
We wrote this in an easy to read way.

We use pictures to explain some ideas.

	[image: The word bold is in bold and the words not bold are in plain text]
	We have some words in bold. 

This means the letters are thicker and darker.

These are important words.

	[image: easy read document]
	
This is an Easy Read summary of another document.

This means it has the most important ideas.
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	You can ask for help to read this document.

You can ask

· A friend
· Family members
· A support person.

	[image: Illustration of First Nations people with flags in the background]
	

We recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the Traditional Owners of the land we live on.

	
[image: map of Australia]
	
They were the first people to live on and use the

· Land
· Waters.
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What is Thriving Kids

	[image: Illustration of two people shaking hands in front of a checklist titled "Plan" with one box checked in green. The scene conveys agreement or collaboration on a project, highlighted by warm colors and simple, clear design elements.]
	All governments are working together to make Thriving Kids.

That means the

· Australian Government
· State and territory governments

They have agreed what Thriving Kids will be.

	[image: A group of children sitting on the floor]
	Thriving Kids will have

· Brand new supports
· Some supports now that will be made better

It will be different to the NDIS.

It will support children who

· Are 8 years old and younger
· Have developmental delays
· Have autism
· Need some support.

It will also support families and carers.

	[image: a child playing with blocks]
	
Development delays are when

· Someone might be slower to develop than other people their age.

They might need extra help with

· Talking
· Moving
· Their emotions.
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Children who need lots of support will still be on the NDIS.

	[image: Calendar icon with red top and white bottom displaying date "1 October 2026" in bold black text. Design features two gold rings at top, indicating a page-flip style calendar.]
	
Thriving Kids services will start on

· 1 October 2026

	[image: Illustration showing a potted plant, a spiral-bound desk calendar with marked dates, and a clock resting on two stacked books. The scene represents organization and time management with muted blue, orange, and beige tones.]
	

It will take time for all services to be able to be used.

There will be more as time goes on.

	[image: Calendar icon displaying date January 1, 2028, with a red top section and two gold rings at the top. The design emphasizes a specific future date in bold black text on a white background.]
	
Everything for Thriving Kids will be ready by

· 1 January 2028

	[image: Illustration of two women exchanging a document featuring a profile icon and text lines, symbolizing sharing or presenting personal information. One woman wears a teal shirt with dark skin and hair in a bun, while the other wears an orange shirt with light skin and red hair.]
	

We will share more information with you when it is closer to starting.




Thriving Kids Supports and Services

	[image: a parent thinking about supports for their child while the child plays on the ground]
	

Thriving Kids will have different types of services and supports.
It will have 

· More of some services there are now
· Brand new services.

	[image: Illustration divided into four scenes showing different child learning and development activities: parents reading with a child on a bench, a teacher reading to two children in a classroom with a board displaying an apple and sun, children playing on a slide in a playground, and a child wearing headphones interacting with an adult using a tablet displaying icons. Each scene highlights key moments in early childhood education, including family bonding, classroom learning, outdoor play, and technology-assisted communication.]
	
The supports will happen where children

· Live 
· Learn
· Play.
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The Thriving Kids Advisory Group  

· Helped with what Thriving Kids will do.
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An advisory group is a group of people who

· Share their expertise
· Go to meetings
· Help make decisions.

Expertise is knowing a lot about something.

	[image: Photograph of four diverse professionals seated around a round table, engaged in a meeting with notebooks and pens. A large map of Australia in blue is displayed on a screen behind them.]
	

They made a national model.

This  

· Says all the things Thriving Kids will do
· Will be the same for all of Australia.

	[image: A group of children and adults]
	
The national model 

· Has ways to check if children have developmental delays early

	[image: A person person and a child reading a paper]
	

· Gives parents and carers 

· Information
· Advice

The information will be easy to find.

It will help people know what supports they may be able to get.

	[image: Illustration of a woman giving a presentation to two seated people, using a flip chart with a checklist and an image of two children. The scene highlights communication or educational context, with warm colors and clear visual focus on interaction and information sharing.]
	
· Have supports for parents

These supports will help families to help their child grow.

Families will learn

· Skills
· Understanding
· Confidence.

Confidence means knowing you can do something.
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· Have Targeted Supports

These are extra supports for the

· Families
· Children

That need them.

Allied health workers will give targeted supports

	[image: Illustration of three healthcare professionals standing side by side, each wearing a name tag labeled OT, SLP, and PT, representing occupational therapy, speech-language pathology, and physical therapy. The person in the center holds a speech bubble symbol, highlighting communication as a key focus of speech-language pathology.]
	
Allied health workers support people with their health.

They can be people like occupational therapists.

We call them OT for short.

	[image: A group of people sitting around a table]
	
All Thriving Kids supports and services will follow principles.

Principles 

· Are beliefs
· Say how it should work.

	[image: A group of people holding clipboards with check marks]
	
All supports and services will need to

· Use evidence

Evidence is proof that something is true.

	[image: Illustration of children engaged in various learning and play activities within a classroom setting, including using laptops, working on a puzzle, and sitting inside a play tent. The scene features bright colors, furniture like desks and chairs, a plant, wall art, and a window with curtains, highlighting a collaborative and interactive educational environment.]
	
· Be neuro affirming

Neuro affirming means

· Understand some peoples brains work differently
· Accept people for who they are.

Neuro affirming does not try to change people to fit in.

It changes things around them so people can do their best.

	[image: A person and a child looking at a tablet]
	

· Be what the child needs

This can be called child centred.

	[image: A group of people sitting around a child]
	

· Be what the family needs

This can be called family centred.

	[image: Illustration of a person surrounded by seven thought bubbles containing icons representing various concepts: a pizza, money bag, globe, wheelchair symbol, cross, elderly person, and rainbow. The image conveys diverse thoughts or priorities, using simple, colorful icons with a beige and orange color scheme against a neutral background.]
	
Thriving Kids supports and services need to 

· Support people with disability and the different parts of who they are.

This is called intersectionality.

Like 

	[image: a First Nations family sitting at a picnic table]
	

· First Nations people

	[image: peopl from different cultures]
	

· People from different cultures

	[image: Illustration of four diverse people greeting in different languages with speech bubbles displaying "Hello," Arabic "مرحبا," and "Bonjour." Central figure uses sign language, highlighting communication diversity through spoken and signed greetings, with warm earth tones and simple clothing.]
	

· People who speak different languages

	[image: A horizontal flag design combining traditional rainbow pride stripes with a chevron on the left containing black, brown, light blue, pink, white, and yellow triangles, plus a purple ring in the yellow section. This flag represents inclusivity within LGBTQ+ communities, highlighting diversity and intersectionality through its expanded color palette and symbolic elements.]
	

· LGBTQIA+ communities

	[image: Illustration of a rural Australian farm scene featuring a red tractor, blue pickup truck, windmill, water tower, and a kangaroo in the foreground. The scene includes orange trees, a small house, rolling hills, and a communication tower, highlighting a blend of agriculture and modern technology.]
	
· People who live in areas that are

· Regional

· Rural

· Remote




What the state and territory governments will do

	[image: Illustration of a counseling or therapy session showing two clients seated on a couch facing a therapist across a round table in a cozy room. Wall art behind therapist includes icons of a heart, user profile, and group of people, suggesting themes of care, identity, and support.]
	
The state and territory governments will have

· Supports for parents


	[image: Illustration of two adults sitting and reading a document together while a child with headphones and a toy sits nearby. The scene uses soft colors with the adults wearing teal and orange shirts and the child in a pink shirt and white overalls, conveying a family or educational setting.]
	

· Information for their communities

This could be different for each community.

	[image: Illustration of a woman holding a clipboard speaking to two men standing side by side. The woman wears a teal blazer and pants, while the men wear casual shirts in orange and light blue with jeans.]
	

· Advice 

	[image: Illustration of four people sitting closely together, showing support and comfort through physical touch and attentive postures. Characters wear casual clothing in muted tones, with one person wearing orange headphones, highlighting a moment of empathy and connection.]
	

· Supports to help families get support through Thriving Kids

	[image: Illustration of a group therapy or educational session with five people, including two adults and three children, seated around a table. One adult holds a tablet displaying colorful icons, while children engage with various objects, highlighting an interactive learning or therapeutic environment.]
	

· Allied health workers for Targeted Supports.




What the Australian Government will do

	[image: Illustration of a woman and child engaged in conversation, with thought bubbles above them containing icons of hands, a heart, and two people holding hands, symbolizing care, love, and social connection. Woman wears a blue jacket and smiles, while child wears orange shirt and headphones, holding a fidget toy, suggesting a supportive and empathetic interaction.]
	
The Australian Government will

· Share information and awareness 

Awareness means more people know about something.

	[image: A person sitting at a computer]
	

· Have websites for parents to get information and advice

	[image: ]
	

· Have phone numbers parents can call for information and advice

	[image: Illustration of a diverse group of seven people standing together, wearing casual clothing in various colors including blue, orange, white, and pink. Two individuals hold tablets displaying colorful icons, and one person wears a turban while another wears a patterned cap, highlighting cultural diversity.]
	

· Make sure workers can support families

	[image: A person holding a clipboard with a pen and checklist]
	

· Do an evaluation of Thriving Kids.

Evaluation means you look at what

· Went well
· Could be done better.

You can do an evaluation of a 

· Service
· Program
· Plan.




Making Thriving Kids services

	[image: Illustration of four people engaged in a discussion around a table, with one person speaking and a speech bubble above them. The group includes a person wearing a cross necklace, another holding a clipboard, and two others seated, suggesting a collaborative or meeting setting.]
	
The community will help make Thriving Kids services by being part of

· Consultations

Consultation is the governments way of working with the disability community.

It makes sure that the government is listening to communities.

This helps the government make better plans to support people with disability.

	[image: Illustration depicts a family engaged in various activities under a glowing light bulb symbolizing ideas or learning. Key elements include a mother kneeling with two toddlers, a child playing with a toy while wearing headphones, and two adults interacting with a tablet, highlighting themes of education, technology, and family bonding.]
	

· Engagements

Engagement means the community can share their ideas with the government.

	[image: Illustration of a group meeting around a round table with documents, a laptop, and a tablet displaying icons related to communication and accessibility. Participants include individuals with diverse needs, such as one using a hearing aid and another with a walker, highlighting an inclusive discussion environment.]
	
The Australian Government will hear from different groups to make Thriving Kids like

· Talking to decision making groups 

	[image: A group of people sitting around a table]
	

· Listening to people with lived experience

Lived experience is when you know what

· It feels like to have a disability
· Helps
· Makes it harder. 

This can include

· Parents 
· Carers

	[image: 4 professionals]
	
· Talking to providers

This will help make sure we can 

· Test ideas 
· Make sure things work in real life.

	[image: computer screen with a mouse]
	
You can go to the website to see engagement  happening in your state or territory.

www.health.gov.au/our-work/thriving-kids

It might not be in Easy Read.

	[image: group of parents and children]
	
The Australia Government will listen to ideas from

· Parents

· Families

· Carers

	[image: Disability representative organisations with different symbols for disability]
	

· Disability Representative Organisations

We call them DROs for short.

	[image: 4 professionals]
	

· Community service providers

Providers get money to help support you.
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· People who know a lot about

· How children grow

	[image: A group of children walking in front of a school building]
	

· Education
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· Health
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· How allied health workers can help

	[image: a person thinking about disability]
	

· Disability

	[image: people sitting at a table looking at paper with a person standing with a clipboard]
	

· Experts 

	[image: Illustration of four diverse people greeting in different languages with speech bubbles displaying "Hello," Arabic "مرحبا," and "Bonjour." Central figure uses sign language, highlighting communication diversity through spoken and signed greetings, with warm earth tones and simple clothing.]
	

· People who speak different languages

	[image: peopl from different cultures]
	

· People from different cultures

	[image: a First Nations family sitting at a picnic table]
	

· First Nations people.




Working together
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The Australian Government will keep working with

· All state and territory governments

	[image: purple building with NDIA on the top]
	

· National Disability Insurance Agency 

We call it NDIA for short.

They look after the NDIS.

	[image: group of people with thumbs up]
	

This will help make sure people with disability get the supports they need.




More information

	[image: computer with curser icon]
	
You can go to our website to look at more information about Thriving Kids 

www.health.gov.au/our-work/thriving-kids

It might not be in Easy Read.

	[image: Illustration of a person sitting at a desk using a computer displaying a profile page with text lines, a user icon, and a heart symbol. The scene highlights online interaction or social media engagement with warm, muted colors and simple shapes.]
	
The website will say all the things we want to make better for children who

· Are 8 years old and younger
· Have developmental delays
· Have autism.


It will help the changes happen smoothly.





























Some images in this Easy Read were made using AI.
You must not share or copy any of the images without permission.
April 2026.
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