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Thriving Kids Advisory Group Communique 
Canberra, 9 December 2025 
The Thriving Kids Advisory Group met in Canberra on 9 December 2025, co-chaired by the Hon Mark Butler MP and Professor Frank Oberklaid AM. The meeting focused on looking to finalise advice on the design of the Thriving Kids national model, building on previous meetings deep dive workshops, stakeholder engagement and insights from people with lived experience. 
The meeting began with members receiving an update on efforts across governments in regard to National Cabinet health-disability negotiations, and the importance of advice to inform the Thriving Kids model, and subsequent agreements between governments.
The Advisory Group heard insights from engagement with families with lived experience, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and culturally diverse communities, which reinforced the need for culturally responsive services, early identification, and supports which are easy to navigate. These perspectives informed detailed discussions on the Thriving Kids national model. Members agreed on the core components of the model, including best practice information, advice and universal parenting supports, targeted supports such as allied health and more individualised capacity building, and support to find these services. Members also considered how these elements would work together to provide clear pathways for families and timely support for children. 
The Advisory Group recognised a need for a range of different supports that can help children to thrive. The national model will provide guidance on the key elements of the model and service principles. Service principles included supports being neuro-affirming, culturally responsive, trauma informed, and strengths based.   
The national model will allow families to access different combinations of supports matched to their child’s needs, reflecting the diversity of families and the non-linear nature of child development. The approach also recognises the diversity and reach of universal and targeted supports, and services that could be scaled under Thriving Kids will not be the same everywhere. 
Members also discussed that some families may need additional assistance, which may require the support of a ‘key worker’, noting this terminology and scope of this role may evolve during implementation. Support for collaborative and multidisciplinary practice as part of targeted supports was also endorsed. 
The meeting also explored the way Thriving Kids services could be delivered in, and connected with, early childhood education and care (ECEC) and schools. Members noted opportunities to strengthen connections and support outcomes for children and their families. Members also acknowledged the importance of Thriving Kids being delivered in settings that families already connect with as this aligns with best practice of delivering supports where children live, learn and play. 
Workforce as a key enabler for effective supports was discussed. Members endorsing short-term priorities to support implementation, including a focus on resources or training for educators and health professionals; support to understand the change to the way families will access supports; and noted medium-to-long term strategies.
The Hon Dr Mike Freelander MP and the Hon Dr Monique Ryan MP provided an update on the Parliamentary Inquiry into Thriving Kids, noting strong engagement and emerging themes. Members reflected on how these insights align with the proposed model. 
The meeting concluded with agreement to finalise the Thriving Kids model for presentation to governments, stakeholders and those with lived experience. The Advisory Group will finalise its advice before the end of December 2025. As part of finalising their advice, members agreed that the national model must be underpinned by continued engagement with the community throughout implementation. 
For further information, please contact the Thriving Kids Secretariat at ThrivingKidsSecretariat@health.gov.au. 
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