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First Nations General Practice Training Committee – 27 October 2025
November 2025
Communiqué
The First Nations General Practice Training Committee (the Committee) met for the fifth meeting, online on 27 October 2025. Dr Danni Dries chaired the meeting.
The Committee welcomed the Assistant Minister for Indigenous Health’s support for its ongoing work and noted the extension of all member terms for a further two years. Members acknowledged the importance of continuity in progressing strategic priorities and strengthening First Nations leadership in general practice training.
The department outlined recent investments in general practice (GP) training, including expanded Australian General Practice Training Program (AGPT) places from 2026 and demand-driven Commonwealth Supported Places (CSPs) for First Nations students.
The Committee discussed its future direction and endorsed proposed changes to its Terms of Reference (ToRs). These included clarifying scope, increasing strategic influence and providing advice to Ministers and the department.
The Committee received a presentation from WhereTo Research Based Consultancy and Dr Sarah Jane Springer on the evaluation of the Salary Support Program (SSP) and a research project into First Nations GP training models. Members welcomed the embedded cultural governance approach and endorsed principles of co-design, relational accountability, and independent First Nations peer review.
Ms Carla Taylor presented on the collaborative General Practice Supervisors Australia (GPSA)–General Practice Registrars Australia (GPRA) project mapping supports for Indigenous and non-Indigenous GP registrars and supervisors. The project aims to identify and document supports available across different regions and training settings.
Dr Josie Guyer and Ms Becky McCue form the Indigenous General Practice Network (IGPTN), and Mr Don Palmer from Malpa, presented on a project to inspire Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children (ages 9–11) to consider careers in general practice and rural generalism.
The Committee will oversee progress of all these projects and provide strategic feedback to ensure alignment with cultural safety principles, stakeholder expectations and broader GP training priorities.
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