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Introduction 

Welcome to the webinar for the consultation on the 
Indigenous Health Research Fund’s 2026 draft grant 
opportunity

Draft grant opportunity guidelines and assessment criteria 
are available from:

consultations.health.gov.au 

• You will be muted during this webinar – this is to minimise
background noise

• All questions can be sent via the interactive Q&A input
• Questions will be answered at the end of the presentation
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Consultation page 
QR Code
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Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) Background

• Established in 2015, the MRFF is a long-term investment supporting Australian
health and medical research

• The MRFF aims to transform health and medical research and innovation to
improve lives, build the economy and contribute to our health system’s
sustainability

• Complementary Government funding of health and medical research in Australia:
• MRFF – funds priority driven research with a focus on research translation and

commercialisation

• NHMRC – focus on investigator-driven research to address a wide range of health needs and
to build foundational research capacity
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Where does the MRFF focus its funding?



Key features of the MRFF

Rapid and flexible disbursements to capitalise on our health and medical research strengths to 
respond to emerging issues (flexible/responsive)

Focuses on an area of unmet need or a technology with transformational potential 
(priority led)

Brings together key researchers, health professionals, consumers, stakeholders, industry 
partners (outcome focused)

Harnesses resources across the system, supporting the growth of health and medical 
research and boosting Australia’s economy (collaboration, expertise investment)

Uses innovative research approaches (new grant models), not standard peer-review



MRFF 3rd 10-year Investment Plan

• The $6.5 billion MRFF 3rd 10-year Investment Plan (2024-25 to 2033-34) provides funding for 22
initiatives to continue supporting lifesaving research, job creation, local industry, and growing
Australia’s reputation as a world leader in medical research

• The plan is underpinned by four key themes – patients, researchers, research translation and
research missions
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MRFF investment in First Nations health research

$441 Million
209 grants

$441 million
in funding awarded

209
grants with a First Nations 

health focus across

15
MRFF initiatives 

10.1% of total MRFF funding



Examples of grants

• $1.97 million – University of Melbourne - Professor Sandra Eades
• Premature risk meets system failure: understanding, detecting and

managing cardiovascular disease risk among Indigenous Australian
children, adolescents and young adults

• $4.99 million - Institute for Urban Indigenous Health Ltd - Mr
Adrian Carson

• Birthing in Our Community: gold standard Indigenous maternal infant
health



MRFF Indigenous Health Research Fund (IHRF)

• One of the 22 MRFF initiatives as listed in the
MRFF’s 3rd 10-year investment plan

• $160 million over 11 years from 2018–19 to
2028–29 for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander-led research to improve the health of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples



IHRF funding awarded to date
• The IHRF has awarded $131.45 million for

69 projects through 7 grant opportunities

• IHRF grant opportunities were informed
by the priorities for investment in the
IHRF Roadmap and Implementation Plan

• Roadmap and Implementation Plan were
developed by the IHRF’s Expert Advisory
Panel



Productivity Commission’s Review
• Productivity Commission’s first review of

progress on the National Agreement on
Closing the Gap

• Report released 7 February 2024
• Key message is that fundamental changes are

required to deliver on the Agreement
• A key avenue to make progress is to put the

principles of self-determination into practice
for government programs



Purpose of the IHRF’s next grant opportunity
• In alignment with the report’s recommendations, the IHRF’s grant opportunity

will award $28.5 million through a competitive process to an Aboriginal and/or
Torres Strait Islander Community-Controlled program to:

• Conduct a review to assess progress of the IHRF towards its vision and
priorities

• Informed by this review, develop a Strategic Priorities Investment Plan to
guide research investment

• Run one, or more, open and competitive processes, to identify and select
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander health and medical research projects

• Partner with the successful projects to provide funding and support to ensure
their success in tackling health issues facing Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples



Purpose of the IHRF’s next grant opportunity



Funding pathways
Two ways funding will be distributed 

$28.5 million from MRFF to run the program

OR

Funding through the program to selected 
research projects

• Projects will be chosen to meet the needs of
the community

• This will allow for tailored and culturally safe
selection processes

• May enable funding to go to smaller
Community-Controlled Organisations, and
First Nations businesses that would not
normally apply to the MRFF

• Projects will get additional support, not just
funding, through the program

• Will help develop capability and capacity in
the sector



Program details
• Applications from consortiums are

encouraged
• 7 year grant length
• Applicants are to determine the timing and

budget for each activity
• The vast majority of funding is to be used to

support the research projects

• Program can fund its own research projects
as long as they have been selected through
an independent competitive process



Working Group
• A Working Group of the NHMRC-MRFF Indigenous

Advisory Group advised the department on the design of
the draft grant opportunity that is now out for
consultation

• Professor Yvette Roe, Chair of Working Group

• Members:
Dr Brooke Conley
Mr Adam Heterick
Dr Julee McDonagh
Professor Maree Toombs

To avoid any perceived conflict of interest, Working Group members 
are ineligible to apply to the grant opportunity



Advice provided
• Working Group advised on:

• Key sections of the grant opportunity guidelines (objectives, outcome,
assessment criteria, and additional glossary definitions)

• Scoring Assessment Matrix

Guidelines Scoring Matrix



Key themes
• Genuinely Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community-

Controlled and uplifts community-control in the projects it supports

• Genuinely Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander led

• Has an Indigenous Governance that
• integrates and respects Indigenous Knowledge Systems
• asserts Indigenous Data Sovereignty
• drives Indigenous Knowledge Translation

• Includes and supports community-based researchers and Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander knowledge holders



Key themes continued
• Diversity of projects are supported by the program that will

accelerate positive impact

• Projects are collaborative, form partnerships, and share learnings

• Build the next generation of researchers including those in
community-controlled organisations

• The program is evaluated to guide future similar programs



Consultation hub survey questions
Question 1: The aim is to help empower Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community-controlled research to accelerate 
positive impact on health outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples, does the design of the grant 
opportunity achieve this?

Question 2: Are the objectives and outcomes appropriate 
or how could these be improved?

Question 3: Is the wording of the assessment criteria and 
scoring matrix appropriate or how could these be improved?

Question 4: Do you have other comments or suggestions on 
the draft grant opportunity?



Next steps

Consultation
closes 

midnight
28th November

Working Group
refines

grant opportunity 
design

Grant 
opportunity 

design provided 
to Minister for 

Health and 
Ageing

Grant 
opportunity 

opens
Quarter 1 2026



Applying to the opportunity and other ways to be involved
• To apply to the grant opportunity when it opens, ensure the lead

organisation on the application is an MRFF Eligible Organisation.
• Collaborative applications are encouraged.

• Express interest in being on the Grant Assessment Committee that
assesses applications

• Want to ensure there is diversity of expertise, including community-based
researchers and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge holders

Consultation page has links on how to apply to be an MRFF Eligible Organisation 
and express interest in being on the Grant Assessment Committee



Consultation – open discussion
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• Please type questions in the Q&A box provided on the screen

• Questions and feedback will be collated for the presenters to
note or discuss

• Feedback can be made through the Consultation Hub on the
Department of Health, Disability and Ageing’s website
(consultations.health.gov.au)

Direct link QR Code

• Direct link:
https://consultations.health.gov.au/health-economics-and-research-division/mrff-ihrf-go

• Reminder - online submissions close midnight 28 November 2025
(late submissions cannot be accepted)



Medical Research
Future Fund

Keep connected

Subscribe to 
MRFF News

health.gov.au/initiativ
es-and-

programs/medical-
research-future-
fund/mrff-news

Register for
MRFF grant 

opportunities

grants.gov.au

Follow Health X 
(Twitter) for MRFF 

updates

@healthgovau
#MRFF

Have your say on 
MRFF consultations

consultations
.health.gov.au

Send any questions 
to

MRFF@
health.gov.au

Check out the grant 
opportunity forecast

health.gov.au/our-
work/medical-

research-future-
fund/mrff-grant-
opportunities-

calendar

health.gov.au/MRFF
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Thank you & Comments
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