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Introduction

Welcome to the webinar for the consultation on the
Indigenous Health Research Fund’s 2026 draft grant Consultation page
opportunity QR Code

Draft grant opportunity guidelines and assessment criteria
are available from:

consultations.health.gov.au

* You will be muted during this webinar — this is to minimise
background noise

e All questions can be sent via the interactive Q&A input

* Questions will be answered at the end of the presentation
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Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) Background

e Established in 2015, the MRFF is a long-term investment supporting Australian
health and medical research

* The MRFF aims to transform health and medical research and innovation to
improve lives, build the economy and contribute to our health system’s

sustainability
* Complementary Government funding of health and medical research in Australia:

* MRFF — funds priority driven research with a focus on research translation and
commercialisation

* NHMRC - focus on investigator-driven research to address a wide range of health needs and
to build foundational research capacity
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Where does the MRFF focus its funding?

ldea Basic research Developing the product or Regulatory Public health, patient care
intervention approval/Guideline and market

Private sector
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Key features of the MRFF

Rapid and flexible disbursements to capitalise on our health and medical research strengths to

respond to emerging issues (flexible/responsive)

Focuses on an area of unmet need or a technology with transformational potential
(priority led)

Brings together key researchers, health professionals, consumers, stakeholders, industry
partners (outcome focused)

Harnesses resources across the system, supporting the growth of health and medical
research and boosting Australia’s economy (collaboration, expertise investment)

Uses innovative research approaches (new grant models), not standard peer-review
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MRFF 3 10-year Investment Plan

* The $6.5 billion MRFF 374 10-year Investment Plan (2024-25 to 2033-34) provides funding for 22
initiatives to continue supporting lifesaving research, job creation, local industry, and growing
Australia’s reputation as a world leader in medical research

* The planis underpinned by four key themes — patients, researchers, research translation and
research missions

This theme aims to bring benefits to patients, including supporting life-changing clinical trials, funding
innovative treatments and advanced health care and medical technologies

Research MRFF Research Missions (Missions) are large programs of work that bring together key researchers,
Missions health professionals, stakeholders, industry partners and patients to tackle big health challenges

This theme aims to support Australian researchers, including to help build their skills and capacity,
support their research in priority areas and assist them to develop and bring new research discoveries
to the market

Researchers

Research This theme aims to translate research outcomes into practice by building the evidence base to support
Translation the adoption of best practice care in to health care delivery
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MRFF investment in First Nations health research

S441 million
in funding awarded

209

grants with a First Nations
health focus across

15

MRFF initiatives

L 10.1% of total MRFF funding }
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Examples of grants

* $1.97 million — University of Melbourne - Professor Sandra Eades

* Premature risk meets system failure: understanding, detecting and
managing cardiovascular disease risk among Indigenous Australian
children, adolescents and young adults

* $4.99 million - Institute for Urban Indigenous Health Ltd - Mr
Adrian Carson

 Birthing in Our Community: gold standard Indigenous maternal infant
health



Medical Research
Future Fund

MRFF Indigenous Health Research Fund (IH

* One of the 22 MRFF initiatives as listed in the
MRFF’s 3@ 10-year investment plan

e 5160 million over 11 years from 2018-19 to
2028-29 for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander-led research to improve the health of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples

Medical Research Future Fund '

319 10-year Investment Plan
2024-25 to 2033-34

OVERVIEW

The Australian Government has committed $6.5 billion for health and medical research through the 3™
10-year Investment Plan for the Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF). The 3 10-year Investment Plan
provides funding for 22 initiatives between 2024-25 and 2033-34, to continue to support lifesaving
research, create jobs, strengthen the local industry base for commercialising research and innovation, and
further grow Australia’s reputation as a world leader in medical research.

Commitments made through prior 10-year Investment Plans will remain available for expenditure as
part of the 3 10-year Investment Plan.

The 3™ 10-year Investment Plan provides funding for the MRFF to respond to new and growing health
needs and priorities, while continuing to fund activities that will stimulate health and medical research
across the entire research, translation and commercialisation pipeline.

CONTEXT

The 3™ 10-year Investment Plan gives researchers, industry and consumers certainty and direction so that
they can address areas of unmet need, excel in collaborative and transformative research, and harness
resources across the research system.

The MRFF activities are based on national priorities identified by the independent, expert Australian
Medical Research Advisory Board (AMRAB) following a national consultation process. Activities put
consumers at the core and focus on translating research into practice so thatall Australians can benefit.

FUNDING THEMES AND INITIATIVES

MRFF funding is directed into 4 themes:
This theme aims 10 bring benefits to patients, Inchuding supparting ife-changing clinical triaks, funding
innovative treatments and advanced health care and medical technologies
Research WIRFF Research Missions [Missions) are large prosrams of work that being topether key ressarchers,
sions health professianals, stakehelders, industry partners and patients to tackle big health challenges

This theme ains ta support Austealian researchers, including 10 help build their skills and capacity,
support their research in priority areas and assist thesm o sevelop and biing new research discoveries
to the market

g Research This thene aims to outcames into practlce by buildi 10 support

Translation the adoptian of best practice care into health core delivery

There are 22 initiatives under these themes, funded over 10 years to harness innovation, provide vital
infrastructure, improve patient outcomes, and generate jobs and economic growth.

Today's research is tomorrow’s health care. There is no better way to ensure Australians receive the
highest quality health care than by investing in Australian medical research.

*e
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IHRF funding awarded to date

* The IHRF has awarded $131.45 million for
69 projects through 7 grant opportunities

||||||||||||

* IHRF grant opportunities were informed
by the priorities for investment in the
IHRF Roadmap and Implementation Plan

 Roadmap and Implementation Plan were
developed by the IHRF’s Expert Advisory
Panel

*e



Productivity Commission’s Review

* Productivity Commission’s first review of
progress on the National Agreement on
Closing the Gap

* Report released 7 February 2024

» Key message is that fundamental changes are
required to deliver on the Agreement

* A key avenue to make progress is to put the
principles of self-determination into practice
for government programs

Review of the National
Agreement on Closing the Gap

Study report

Volume 1

Medical Research
Future Fund
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Purpose of the IHRF's next grant opportunity

* In alignment with the report’s recommendations, the IHRF’s grant opportunity
will award $28.5 million through a competitive process to an Aboriginal and/or
Torres Strait Islander Community-Controlled program to:

* Conduct a review to assess progress of the IHRF towards its vision and
priorities

* Informed by this review, develop a Strategic Priorities Investment Plan to
guide research investment

* Run one, or more, open and competitive processes, to identify and select
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander health and medical research projects

e Partner with the successful projects to provide funding and support to ensure
their success in tackling health issues facing Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples



Purpose of the IHRF's next grant opportunity

MRFF Grant

Community-Controlled Program

l Conduct Review

Review of Indigenous
Health Research Fund

i Based on the Review, develop an Investment Flan

Strategic Priorities Investment Plan

Based on the Investment Plan, run independent
competitive processes to select research projects

Identify and select research projects

Provide funding and support
to selected projects

Project

Project

Project

Project

Project

Medical Research
Future Fund
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Funding pathways
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Two ways funding will be distributed

$28.5 million from MRFF to run the program

OR

Fundin%]through the program to selected

researc

projects

Projects will be chosen to meet the needs of
the community

This will allow for tailored and culturally safe
selection processes

May enable funding to go to smaller
Community-Controlled Organisations, and
First Nations businesses that would not
normally apply to the MRFF

Projects will get additional support, not just
funding, through the program

Will help develop capability and capacity in
the sector

MRFF Grant Community-Controlled Program

Review of Indigenous
Health Research Fund

Y

Strategic Priorities Investment Plan

Identify and select research projects

| S

Based on the Review, develop an Investment Plan

Based on the Investment Plan, run independent
+ competlitive processes to select research projects

Provide funding and support

Project

Project Project

Project

Project




Program details

* Applications from consortiums are
encouraged

e 7 year grant length

* Applicants are to determine the timing and
budget for each activity

* The vast majority of funding is to be used to
support the research projects

* Program can fund its own research projects
as long as they have been selected through
an independent competitive process
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MRFF Grant .| Community-Controlled Program
Conduct Review
Y
Review of Indigenous
Health Research Fund
Based on the Review, develop an Investment Plan
Y
Strategic Priorities Investment Plan
Based on the Investment Plan, run independent
+ competlitive processes to select research projects
Identify and select research projects
Provide funding and support
to selected projects
Y
Project Project Project Project Project
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Working Group

* A Working Group of the NHMRC-MRFF Indigenous
Advisory Group advised the department on the design of
the draft grant opportunity that is now out for
consultation

* Professor Yvette Roe, Chair of Working Group

* Members:
Dr Brooke Conley
Mr Adam Heterick
Dr Julee McDonagh
Professor Maree Toombs

To avoid any perceived conflict of interest, Working Group members
are ineligible to apply to the grant opportunity



Advice provided

* Working Group advised on

e Key sections of the grant opportunity guidelines (objectives, outcome,
ossary definitions)

assessment criteria, and additional gl
e Scoring Assessment Matrix

National Health and Medical Research Council

Medical Research Future Fund - Indigenous
Health Research Fund

2026 Empowering Community-Controlled
Research Grant Opportunity Guidelines

Opening date: Quarter 12026 (Exact data to be determined)
Closing date for minimum data:  5pm ACT local time on 7o be determined
Appiication closing date and time: 5pm ACT local time on 7o be determined

Commonwealth policy entity: Australian Government Department of Health and Aged
care

and Medical Research Council

Enquirics: Applicants requiring furiner assistance should direct enquiries
to their MRFF Eligitle Organisation's Research Administration
Officer. Research Administration Oficers can contact NHMRC's
Research Help Centre for furlher advice:
Email: help@nhmic gov.au

Questions should be submitted no later than 1:00pm ACT Local
Time on To be determined.

lines released: To

Type of grant opportunity: Targeted Competitive

Guidelines

This scoring matrix is used as a guide when scoring an application against the technical assessment criteria. VWhile the scoring matrix provides assessors wi

[MRFF Scoring Matrix for the Technical Assessment Criteria

for scoring each
approach. Assessors will refer to hie scoring matrix o ens

Assessment Criterion 1: Project Impact

is not essential that all descriptors refating te a given score are met. The scoring matrix employs a “best fit
ure thorough, equitable and transparent assessment ofapplications.

SCORE
7 [ 5 4 3 2 1
The propased program: e e e ™ e e
. . . . does + goe -
comincingly adresses onjecives of e grant - adcress the objectives of gb.mmme arant onjectives of the grant
i PP i deliver is unclear oppartunity
grant cppertunity and will | sgsing the desied wil deliver againstthe desired | expected to deliver agsinst et ey vl
deliver sgainst outcomes outcomes the desired outcomes tocoing s e
i s i + isinformed by s limied | * is not well-informes by proriosettng
 isinformed by an analysis of existing and ‘of existing and ong priority ‘existing and ongoing priority analysis of existing and dsting and ongoing frameworks and relevant.
of Pr E 4 ing pr initiatives
. ' and reevane s faur arn relecant | and relevantiniaties, 30 o qoos nor demonstrate
proricy seting frameworks|  inistves very mincr concerns minor concerns iniiativas, with sgniicant | rases ssveral major Anorigmalamitfor Torees
andrelevantinitatives | o . n major concerns concerns traitsiander
+ Semonstrates exceptional | Abarigina andjor Torras ancjor Termes Strat ianger | Aborignal andjor Torras Strait | * coes not cisarty + s ot dsmonstrate Community-Cartral and
Abarigina andor Torras ommun < Aboriginal angjor Torras | Indigencus Governnce
Strait Islander Community- Control and Indigenous ige ‘the and/or Torres Strait Strait Islander Community- inany sspect of the of
Controlsnd Indigenous Governanceof theproieet | praject the praject Isardr Community- Controland Incigenous the praject
Governance of theproject |, . erceceuit | + cjecuy | Comrotandndigencus Govarnancaof thaprojact | | oL
. : RRBIOREt | o ooty arscuites tratthe | the project will suppart
project o does fuslue
will comprehensively highly valuable to Aboriginal Ahnﬂg\ inal andjor Tarres Strait ‘Torres Strait Islander people articulate that the project research that is of value to to Aboriginal and/or
‘support research thatis 2nd/or Torres Strait Islander , and , will Abariginal and/or Torres Torres Strait Islander
Sxremely valuabie to Commurities, and contrbute | contributa o the Piorcy contribute tothe Priarity ofvalue to Aborigina Straitisandar communities and
Aboriginal and/or Torres tothe Priority Reforms of the Reforms of the National Reforms of the Nationz| and/or Torres Strait communities, and contribute to the Pricrity
Stsicsande ing the o the Gap and | contibure o the Priarky of the National
commuritis, st Closng the Gap 3 4 . cantribute tothe Priarky s ot Natioral | Agreemant an Clsing
Contribute t the Priariy oftneMstionsl | Agreementon Closing tha | the Gap
Reforms of te Nationsl et | Aeesmentonciosingme | Gap + dous not gemonstrate
the il gs i G * demonstrates minimal meaningful
= e findings into culturally . relevant
. into P s pareners, which ars unikaly|  partnars
mearingtul imvotvemert of | scities tht e sccapiable | commanity scceptable o hecommunty | involvemen:cfelevant | tosuppert Implementation |, L noemprove hesth
relevant partners thatwill | tothe community. o il + i expected toi po ngsi wtcomes for Aboriginal
o L e v Torres e I ang fincings et | andor Tarres Stait
fndings neo cururally neak outcome for Swaitisandar peopie Torres Swait tancer pepis | | ™0 PP pecpl
sppropriseaciviteshat | pe L OSTEY acovities thatare commuricy
i + oucomes in + outcomesin . + cutcomes nthe
Stai sandar people is unlkely to improve

Scoring Matrix
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Key themes

* Genuinely Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community-
Controlled and uplifts community-control in the projects it supports

* Genuinely Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander led

* Has an Indigenous Governance that
* integrates and respects Indigenous Knowledge Systems
 asserts Indigenous Data Sovereignty
* drives Indigenous Knowledge Translation

* Includes and supports community-based researchers and Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander knowledge holders
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Key themes continued

* Diversity of projects are supported by the program that will
accelerate positive impact

* Projects are collaborative, form partnerships, and share learnings

* Build the next generation of researchers including those in
community-controlled organisations

* The program is evaluated to guide future similar programs
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Consultation hub survey questions

Question 1: The aim is to help empower Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander community-controlled research to accelerate | s
positive impact on health outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres | ==z
Strait Islander peoples, does the design of the grant e
opportunity achieve this?

Question 2: Are the objectives and outcomes appropriate
or how could these be improved?

Question 3: Is the wording of the assessment criteria and
scoring matrix appropriate or how could these be improved?

Question 4: Do you have other comments or suggestions on
the draft grant opportunity?




Next steps

4 N

Consultation
closes

28th November

"l )

midnight ‘l/

4 )

Working Group
refines
grant opportunity
design

\_ /

Grant
opportunity
design provided

to Minister for
Health and
Ageing

Medical Research
Future Fund

Grant
opportunity
opens
Quarter 1 2026

*e
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Applying to the opportunity and other ways to be involved

* To apply to the grant opportunity when it opens, ensure the lead
organisation on the application is an MRFF Eligible Organisation.
* Collaborative applications are encouraged.

* Express interest in being on the Grant Assessment Committee that
assesses applications

* Want to ensure there is diversity of expertise, including community-based
researchers and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge holders

Consultation page has links on how to apply to be an MRFF Eligible Organisation
and express interest in being on the Grant Assessment Committee
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Consultation - open discussion

Please type questions in the Q&A box provided on the screen Direct link QR Code

] AR5

Questions and feedback will be collated for the presenters to
note or discuss

Feedback can be made through the Consultation Hub on the
Department of Health, Disability and Ageing’s website
(consultations.health.gov.au)

Direct link:
https://consultations.health.gov.au/health-economics-and-research-division/mrff-ihrf-go

Reminder - online submissions close midnight 28 November 2025
(late submissions cannot be accepted)

24



Keep connected
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Subscribe to
MRFF News

Have your say on
MRFF consultations

health.gov.au/initiativ aerslEtee

.health.gov.au

es-and-
programs/medical-
research-future-
fund/mrff-news

Register for
MRFF grant
opportunities

grants.gov.au

Follow Health X
(Twitter) for MRFF
updates

Check out the grant
opportunity forecast

health.gov.au/our-
work/medical-
research-future-
fund/mrff-grant-
opportunities-
calendar

@healthgovau
#MRFF

health.gov.au/MRFF

Send any questions
(o)

MRFF@
health.gov.au
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Thank you & Comments
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