DISABILITY REFORM MINISTERIAL COUNCIL (DRMC)
Sydney — 7 November 2025
COMMUNIQUE

Commonwealth, State and Territory Disability Ministers met on 7 November in Sydney and
online for the third DRMC meeting of 2025.

Disability Ministers congratulated the reappointment of the Hon Jo Palmer as Tasmanian
Minister for Disability Services.

Ministers endorsed the first Disability Royal Commission Progress Report, demonstrating all
governments’ commitment to a safe, inclusive and accessible Australia. Ministers noted the
review of the Disability Discrimination Act 1992, which responds to recommendations made
by the Disability Royal Commission to strengthen and modernise the Act.

The NDIS Reform Advisory Committee (RAC) Co-Chair Mr Dougie Herd shared insights with
Ministers on community views of the reforms.

Mr David Gifford, NDIA Scheme Actuary, provided Ministers with an update on Annual
Financial Sustainability and the impacts of the changes.

Ministers discussed the NDIA’s work in developing NDIS Rules to implement the new planning
framework and the role of DRMC in considering and approving rules.

Ministers agreed provider viability is a critical priority requiring action and agreed to further
discussion.

Ministers were provided with an overview of work underway to support safe and timely
hospital discharge of NDIS participants and agreed to continue working on revised
performance indicators.

The NDIS Quality and Safeguards Associate Commissioner, Natalie Wade, provided Ministers
with an update on actions being taken to improve the safety and integrity of the NDIS.

Ministers received and discussed an update from The Hon Mark Butler MP, Minister for
Health and Ageing and Minister for Disability on the continuing health and disability
negotiations, including Foundational Supports and Thriving Kids.

Ministers noted the commissioning of an independent evaluator for the first evaluation of

Australia’s Disability Strategy, including scope and governance arrangements.




