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	[image: Australian Government logo]
	The Australian Government wrote this. 


[bookmark: _Int_NDy6d1ed]When you see the word we it means the Australian Government.

	[image: A person holding a white book with easy read on the cover]
	
[bookmark: _Int_lh1GoyA7]We wrote this in an easy to read way.

We use pictures to explain some ideas.

	[image: The word bold is in bold and the words not bold are in plain text]
	We have some words in bold. 

This means the letters are thicker and darker.

These are important words.

	[image: An easy read document with pictures and lines for text.]
	
This is an Easy Read summary of another document.

This means it has the most important ideas.

	[image: A young woman with glasses holding a sign that says 'easy read'.]
	You can look at the other updates in Easy Read.

They have information about

· Other volumes

	[image: Two people with their arms around each other with thumbs up.]
	You can ask for help to read this document.

You can ask

· A friend
· Family members
· A support person.

	[image: Illustration of First Nations people with flags in the background]
	

We recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the Traditional Owners of the land we live on.

	
[image: ]
	
They were the first people to live on and use the

· Land
· Waters.
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Disability Royal Commission

	[image: Three people using magnifying glasses to examine something closely.]
	The Disability Royal Commission looked at how people with disability are treated.

We call it DRC for short.

	[image: An icon of a blue book and pen]
	
[bookmark: _Int_LxpyLPlR]DRC wrote a report.

The report was in 12 parts.

They are called volumes.

	[image: illustration of people sitting at a table with drc recommendations on the board behind them]
	
The report had recommendations.

Recommendations are ideas to do things better.

	[image: An icon of a clipboard with a pen and checklist]
	
The report had a lot of recommendations. 

This will help things be better for people with disability.

	[image: A diverse group of five people standing closely together, smiling, and holding hands. with a banner with the Australian map and a kangaroo in teal and white]
	[bookmark: _Int_ckruJXA4]We want Australia to be a place where people with disability 

· Are safe

	[image: A group of people in white t-shirts giving thumbs up]
	

· Have their rights protected

Rights are rules about treating everyone

· Fair
· Equally.

	[image: Two women smiling, one standing and holding the hand of the other seated in a wheelchair.]
	
[bookmark: _Int_XohkkdsS]We want Australia to be a place where people with disability 


· Are respected

	[image: A person in a striped shirt thinking with a checkmark and an 'X' in a thought bubble.]
	

Can make their own choices

	[image: A diverse group of five individuals, including a person in a wheelchair and a person with crutches, standing together and smiling.]
	

· Live the lives that they want to.

	[image: people posing for a photo]
	This would make Australia an inclusive place for everyone.

Inclusive is when everyone

· Can take part
· Feel like they belong.





What is the Progress report

	[image: Cover of a spiral-bound report with the title 'Report' and an image of a person holding a paper that reads 'easy read.']
	
We told DRC we will write reports about the work governments are doing.

This is the first update.

	[image: An illustration of a person with a thought bubble]
	
It does not say all the things governments are doing.

It has the main things we are working on.

We started the work people with disability said was most important.

	[image: an illustration of a person with disability holding a clipboard with DRC recommendations on it]
	
We shared how we will make

· Changes
· Things better for people with disability.

We have started this work.

It will take a long time.

	[image: An illustration of a person standing in front of a group of people]
	

We will say how we are going for each recommendation.

	[image: teal icon of a check]
	
We will say if we 

· Have finished this work

This means we

· Agreed to the recommendation
· Have finished the work to make the change.

	[image: Illustration of people with disability working]
	
· Still doing work on the recommendation

This means we

· Agree to the recommendation
· Have started making changes
· Need more time to finish this work

	[image: An illustration of a group of people sitting at desks with laptops and a person standing behind them, with a whiteboard saying work to do]
	
· Have more work to do on the recommendation

This means we need more time to decide how to make the changes.

	[image: Clipboard with a red 'X' mark on the paper.]
	
There are no recommendations for volumes

· 1
· 2
· 3

	[image: A teal computer with mouse and mouse pad]
	
This has updates for volume 6.

You can read the updates for the other volumes on our website.

www.dss.gov.au/responses-government-inquiries/resource/disability-royal-commission-progress-report-2025 




About Volume 6

	[image: Comparison of a complex form with a simple, easy-read form., Picture]
	
Volume 6 talks about

· Having a plan to make accessible communication

Accessible communication is information that everyone can use.

Like Easy Read.

	[image: A person using auslan to translate to a person sitting at a table]
	
· Having more Auslan interpreters

Auslan is Australian sign language.

	[image: Two women having a conversation at a table.]
	
Interpreters are people who

· Use your language 
· Help you understand what someone is saying.

	[image: Woman in professional attire holding a notepad with a large green checkmark symbol beside her.]
	

· Making sure Auslan interpreters have the right skills

	[image: Four diverse individuals, three standing and one in a wheelchair, raising their hands in front of speech bubbles.]
	

· Having more money to support advocacy programs

Advocacy is when someone supports you to speak up for your rights.

	[image: A graph with a red line]
	
· Having better data about who needs advocacy services

Data is

· Facts
· Information
· Records.

	[image: Illustration of people talking as a group with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags in the background]
	
· Making sure advocacy is culturally safe

Culturally safe means respecting peoples

· Rights
· Cultures
· Traditions.

This helps people feel safe to be themselves.

	[image: A teal computer with mouse and mouse pad]
	
Volume 6 has 2 parts.

This is part 1.

You can read part 2 on our website.

www.dss.gov.au/responses-government-inquiries/resource/disability-royal-commission-progress-report-2025 




Accessible communication

	[image: Comparison of a complex form with a simple, easy-read form., Picture]
	
This has the most important updates about this recommendation.

The recommendation said 

· There should be a plan made about making accessible communication.

	[image: illustration of people with disability with different needs]
	
Governments are working on a plan to make information accessible.

Accessible means everyone can use it.

	
[image: ]
	
The plan will work with Australia’s Disability Strategy.

We call it ADS for short.

	[image: group of poeple talking together with speech bubbles above their heads]
	
ADS is the governments way of working together to support people with disability to live good lives.

We do this by working with

· People with disability
· The community.

This makes the community a more welcoming place for everyone.

	[image: illustration of state and territory and federal government ]
	
· Australian Government
· State and territory governments

Will keep working with people with disability.

	[image: Smiling elderly woman in purple with a light bulb illustration.]
	
We are working on an engagement plan.

Engagement means the community can share their ideas with the government.

	[image: Illustration of people with disability working]
	

We are still doing work on this recommendation.




Auslan interpreters

	[image: A person using auslan to translate to a person sitting at a table]
	
The recommendation said 

· There should be more Auslan interpreters.

	[image: Two young women sitting on chairs, talking and gesturing with their hands.]
	
All governments know it is important to have Auslan interpreters.

They help give information to people who are

· Deaf
· Hard of hearing.

	[image: A diverse group of twelve people standing together within a circular frame.]
	
Interpreters are important to help people

· [bookmark: _Int_gAzShgOC]From different backgrounds

	[image: a collection of image with a guide dog, a blue square with a white outline of ear with a line through, braille with a hand, a communication device]
	
· With a sensory disability 

A sensory disability can affect how you

· See
· Hear
· Speak.

	[image: Two people at a table, one confused and the other offering information.]
	
· With a cognitive disability

A cognitive disability can affect how you 

· Think 
· Learn new things 
· Make decisions 
· Pay attention.

	[image: Speech bubbles with text in different languages including Polish, Welsh, Bengali, Arabic, and Somali.]
	

· Who speak different languages.

	[image: illustration of local, state and federal government][image: Person giving a thumbs-up with a large green checkmark symbol.]
	
All governments are working on having more 

· Auslan interpreters
· Deaf interpreters.

	[image: Illustration of people with disability working]
	

We are still doing work on this recommendation.




Having the right skills

	[image: people sitting at chairs looking at someone talking with a screen]
	
The recommendations said there should be a plan to

· Teach more interpreters
· For all interpreters to have the right skills.
· For interpreters to better understand the needs of people with disability.

	[image: Person holding books with a confident expression.]
	
The National Accreditation Authority for Translators and Interpreters are making the training information.

We call them NAATI for short

NAATI makes sure that there are translators and interpreters that are

· Taught the right way 
· Helpful.

They will keep working on the training.

	[image: Calendar icon displaying the year 2025 with a green header.]
	

The training will be finished in 2025.

	[image: ]
	
The National Disability Insurance Agency is making online training.

We call them NDIA for short.

They look after the NDIS

	[image: Man sitting at a table with a laptop showing 'WWW', looking back and smiling.]
	

The online training will be about making communication accessible.

	[image: Close up woman using tablet at home]
	
It will talk about

· Different communication needs

	[image: A person using auslan to translate to a person sitting at a table]
	

· How to book an interpreter

This helps you to get an interpreter if you need one. 

	[image: Man in suit extending hand for a handshake with 'Welcome to your new job' text in the background.]
	
[bookmark: _Int_roUIVtCl]They will update their training for new staff.

They will also learn how to book an interpreter.

	[image: Illustration of people with disability working]
	

We are still doing work on this recommendation.




Contact us

	[image: Woman pointing at a sign on an easel that reads 'More Info Here'.]
	
You can contact us if you need more information.

	[image: Laptop screen displaying an envelope with the word 'e-mail' on a blue background.]
	
You can send us an email.

DRCTaskforceSecretariat@health.gov.au

	[image: Man sitting at a table with a laptop showing 'WWW', looking back and smiling.]
	You can look at our website.

www.dss.gov.au/DRC-Aus-Gov-Response

	[image: Woman at a desk with envelopes and papers, asking for help.]
	You can get help and support.

www.dss.gov.au/help-and-support-disability 


Images in this Easy Read must not be used or copied without permission
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