
Cheaper Medicines 
PBS co-payment freeze – Patient FAQs 

From 1 January 2025, the Australian Government 
introduced a freeze on the maximum patient cost 
of all Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) 
medicines. This ensures you can keep accessing 
affordable medicines. 

What is the PBS co-payment freeze? 

The maximum price that a pharmacy can charge 
for a PBS medicine is set by the Australian 
Government and is called the PBS patient 
co-payment, which usually increases every year 
with inflation. Since 1 January 2025 the maximum 
patient cost for a PBS medicine has been frozen 
at the 2024 amount to encourage people not to 
delay filling their prescriptions due to cost. 

• For Medicare cardholders, the maximum patient 
co-payment for PBS medicines will stay at 
$31.60 for 2025, which is the same rate as it 
was in 2024. 

• For Commonwealth concession cardholders, the 
maximum patient co-payment will stay at $7.70 
until 2030. This means the patient co-payment 
will not increase with indexation for five years. 

What medicines are covered by the 
freeze? 

The freeze applies to the patient co-payment 
amount for all prescription medicines listed on the 
PBS. This means that patients will not pay more 
than the current amount for their medicines and 
that this cost will not increase due to indexation. 

Standard pricing variations may still apply between 
generic and brand-name options. Prices for 
medicines may also vary where the cost is less 
than the PBS patient-co-payment amount of 
$31.60, or $7.70 for concession cardholders. 

Why is the price of some medicines 
different at some pharmacies? 

Although the PBS patient co-payment has been 
frozen, prices for different brands of the same 
medicine may vary. Talk to your pharmacist about 
different brand options and consider generic 
medicines as a way to manage out-of-pocket 
expenses. 

For medicines that cost less than the PBS patient 
co-payment, pharmacies decide how much to 
charge, so prices can vary depending on where 
you go to fill your prescription. 

Have the PBS Safety Net thresholds 
changed? 

The PBS Safety Net threshold for general patients 
increased to $1694 from 1 January 2025. The 
threshold for concession cardholders has stayed 
the same. 

You can continue tracking your PBS expenses 
using the PBS Safety Net record to see if you 
qualify for additional benefits. 

More information 

For more details on the PBS co-payment freeze or how it may benefit you and your family, 
visit health.gov.au/cheapermedicines 
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Cheaper Medicines 
PBS patient co-payment freeze 

From 1 January 2025, the Australian 
Government introduced a freeze on the 
patient co-payment for medicines listed 
on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme 
(PBS). This will support you to access the 
medications you need without additional 
financial strain. 

What is the Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Scheme? 

The Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) is an 
Australian Government program that subsidises 
the cost of prescription medicines to make them 
more affordable. The maximum amount that you 
will pay for each prescription is called the patient 
co-payment, with the Government paying the 
remaining cost of the medicine. The freeze on the 
maximum patient co-payment helps you access the 
medicines you need to manage your health. 

What you need to know about the 
PBS co-payment freeze 

For all Medicare cardholders 

The patient co-payment is frozen at $31.60 for 2025. 

For pensioners and Commonwealth 
concession cardholders 

The co-payment for a PBS prescription will freeze 
at its current rate of $7.70 until 2030. 

Optional $1 discount 

The optional $1 discount that pharmacists 
can apply to the cost of PBS medicines will be 
gradually reduced from 1 January 2025, while PBS 
co-payments are frozen. It will decrease by the 
amount of indexation that would have applied to 
a patient’s PBS co-payment each year until it 
reaches zero. 

Why it matters 

The maximum patient cost of medicines listed on 
the PBS won’t rise with inflation in 2025, keeping 
medicines affordable and easing pressure on 
household budgets. This is so that no-one feels 
the need to delay getting their medicine because 
of the cost. 

How to check if your prescription medicine is 
covered by the PBS 

1. Ask a healthcare professional: Ask your
doctor or pharmacist if the prescribed medicine
is listed on the PBS.

2. Check your prescription: PBS prescriptions
are marked with ‘PBS/RPBS’ (Repatriation
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme for veterans).

3. Search the PBS medicine list: Visit the PBS
website to search for your medicine by its name
or active ingredient.

For more information visit:

health.gov.au/cheapermedicines Scan this QR code 
for more information

Ask your doctor or pharmacist:
• Are my medicines listed on the PBS?
• How can I reduce my out-of-pocket costs?
• How does the PBS Safety Net work?

From 1 January 2025 
the maximum patient cost 
stays at:

•  $7.70 for pensioners and 
concession cardholders 
until 2030.

•  $31.60 for all other 
Medicare cardholders 
in 2025.

Freeze on maximum patient 
cost of PBS medicines.

Cheaper
medicines

For more information visit:

health.gov.au/cheapermedicines Scan this QR code 
for more information

Check if your medicine is covered by the PBS:
•  Ask your pharmacist or healthcare professional.
•  Look for ‘PBS/RPBS’ on your prescription.
•  Visit pbs.gov.au/browse/medicine-listing.

Maximum patient costs 
for government-supported 
medicines will stay the same:

•  $7.70 for pensioners and 
concession cardholders 
until 2030.

•  $31.60 for all other 
Medicare cardholders 
in 2025.

Medicine costs frozen 
for 2025.
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Se congela la contribución al costo  
de los medicamentos PBS

¿Qué es y a quién beneficia?

¿Qué es el PBS?

El Plan de beneficios 
farmacéuticos o PBS es financiado 
por el Gobierno de Australia para 
subsidiar el costo de más de 900 
medicamentos de venta bajo receta.

¿Qué se congela?

La contribución del paciente al 
PBS es el costo máximo que se le 
puede cobrar por un medicamento 
PBS.

La contribución del paciente al PBS 
se congeló a la tasa de 2024 y no 
aumentará con la indexación anual.

contribución del paciente

Costo 
máximo 
para el 

paciente

¿Quién se beneficia?
La congelación de la contribución del paciente al PBS implica 

que todos los titulares de tarjetas de Medicare y de la tarjeta de 
concesiones ahorrarán dinero en medicamentos esenciales.

Para los titulares  
de la tarjeta de Medicare

El máximo se ha fijado  
en $31,60 por receta 

durante el resto de 2025.

Para los pensionados  
y titulares de otras tarjetas 
de concesiones federales

El máximo se ha fijado  
en $7,70 por receta  

por 5 años.

Preguntas frecuentes
Se congela la contribución  

del paciente al PBS

Descargar Descargar

Hoja informativa 
Se congela la contribución  

del paciente al PBS

Descargar Descargar

Afiche para imprimir 
Se congela la contribución  

del paciente al PBS

Afiche para imprimir 
Se congela el costo máximo  

para el paciente de los 
medicamentos PBS 

¿Qué otra novedad hay?

¿Con quién debo hablar acerca del costo 
de mis medicamentos?

La lista del PBS 
contiene más de 900 
medicamentos de venta 
bajo receta para varias 
dolencias.

Casi 300 medicamentos PBS se pueden incluir  
en recetas para 60 días. Esto le ahorrará a usted 

más tiempo y dinero.

La lista del PBS contiene ahora medicamentos que 
salvan vidas para el cáncer de próstata y de mama.

Encuentre más información y material traducido 
health.gov.au/cheapermedicines/translated

Médico o 
profesional 
sanitario

Farmacéutico/a

¿Cuántos medicamentos hay  
en la lista del PBS?

https://www.health.gov.au/node/53181?language=es
https://www.health.gov.au/node/53180?language=es
https://www.health.gov.au/node/53183?language=es
https://www.health.gov.au/node/53184?language=es
https://www.health.gov.au/cheaper-medicines/translated-resources

