
Cheaper Medicines 
PBS co-payment freeze – Patient FAQs 

From 1 January 2025, the Australian Government 
introduced a freeze on the maximum patient cost 
of all Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) 
medicines. This ensures you can keep accessing 
affordable medicines. 

What is the PBS co-payment freeze? 

The maximum price that a pharmacy can charge 
for a PBS medicine is set by the Australian 
Government and is called the PBS patient 
co-payment, which usually increases every year 
with inflation. Since 1 January 2025 the maximum 
patient cost for a PBS medicine has been frozen 
at the 2024 amount to encourage people not to 
delay filling their prescriptions due to cost. 

• For Medicare cardholders, the maximum patient 
co-payment for PBS medicines will stay at 
$31.60 for 2025, which is the same rate as it 
was in 2024. 

• For Commonwealth concession cardholders, the 
maximum patient co-payment will stay at $7.70 
until 2030. This means the patient co-payment 
will not increase with indexation for five years. 

What medicines are covered by the 
freeze? 

The freeze applies to the patient co-payment 
amount for all prescription medicines listed on the 
PBS. This means that patients will not pay more 
than the current amount for their medicines and 
that this cost will not increase due to indexation. 

Standard pricing variations may still apply between 
generic and brand-name options. Prices for 
medicines may also vary where the cost is less 
than the PBS patient-co-payment amount of 
$31.60, or $7.70 for concession cardholders. 

Why is the price of some medicines 
different at some pharmacies? 

Although the PBS patient co-payment has been 
frozen, prices for different brands of the same 
medicine may vary. Talk to your pharmacist about 
different brand options and consider generic 
medicines as a way to manage out-of-pocket 
expenses. 

For medicines that cost less than the PBS patient 
co-payment, pharmacies decide how much to 
charge, so prices can vary depending on where 
you go to fill your prescription. 

Have the PBS Safety Net thresholds 
changed? 

The PBS Safety Net threshold for general patients 
increased to $1694 from 1 January 2025. The 
threshold for concession cardholders has stayed 
the same. 

You can continue tracking your PBS expenses 
using the PBS Safety Net record to see if you 
qualify for additional benefits. 

More information 

For more details on the PBS co-payment freeze or how it may benefit you and your family, 
visit health.gov.au/cheapermedicines 
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Cheaper Medicines 
PBS patient co-payment freeze 

From 1 January 2025, the Australian 
Government introduced a freeze on the 
patient co-payment for medicines listed 
on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme 
(PBS). This will support you to access the 
medications you need without additional 
financial strain. 

What is the Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Scheme? 

The Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) is an 
Australian Government program that subsidises 
the cost of prescription medicines to make them 
more affordable. The maximum amount that you 
will pay for each prescription is called the patient 
co-payment, with the Government paying the 
remaining cost of the medicine. The freeze on the 
maximum patient co-payment helps you access the 
medicines you need to manage your health. 

What you need to know about the 
PBS co-payment freeze 

For all Medicare cardholders 

The patient co-payment is frozen at $31.60 for 2025. 

For pensioners and Commonwealth 
concession cardholders 

The co-payment for a PBS prescription will freeze 
at its current rate of $7.70 until 2030. 

Optional $1 discount 

The optional $1 discount that pharmacists 
can apply to the cost of PBS medicines will be 
gradually reduced from 1 January 2025, while PBS 
co-payments are frozen. It will decrease by the 
amount of indexation that would have applied to 
a patient’s PBS co-payment each year until it 
reaches zero. 

Why it matters 

The maximum patient cost of medicines listed on 
the PBS won’t rise with inflation in 2025, keeping 
medicines affordable and easing pressure on 
household budgets. This is so that no-one feels 
the need to delay getting their medicine because 
of the cost. 

How to check if your prescription medicine is 
covered by the PBS 

1. Ask a healthcare professional: Ask your
doctor or pharmacist if the prescribed medicine
is listed on the PBS.

2. Check your prescription: PBS prescriptions
are marked with ‘PBS/RPBS’ (Repatriation
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme for veterans).

3. Search the PBS medicine list: Visit the PBS
website to search for your medicine by its name
or active ingredient.

For more information visit:

health.gov.au/cheapermedicines Scan this QR code 
for more information

Ask your doctor or pharmacist:
• Are my medicines listed on the PBS?
• How can I reduce my out-of-pocket costs?
• How does the PBS Safety Net work?

From 1 January 2025 
the maximum patient cost 
stays at:

•  $7.70 for pensioners and 
concession cardholders 
until 2030.

•  $31.60 for all other 
Medicare cardholders 
in 2025.

Freeze on maximum patient 
cost of PBS medicines.

Cheaper
medicines

For more information visit:

health.gov.au/cheapermedicines Scan this QR code 
for more information

Check if your medicine is covered by the PBS:
•  Ask your pharmacist or healthcare professional.
•  Look for ‘PBS/RPBS’ on your prescription.
•  Visit pbs.gov.au/browse/medicine-listing.

Maximum patient costs 
for government-supported 
medicines will stay the same:

•  $7.70 for pensioners and 
concession cardholders 
until 2030.

•  $31.60 for all other 
Medicare cardholders 
in 2025.

Medicine costs frozen 
for 2025.
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PBS患者共同付费上限冻结
是什么？谁受益？

什么是PBS？

药品福利计划（Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme – PBS）由澳大
利亚政府资助运作，为900多种 
处方药提供价格补贴。

什么价格被冻结？

PBS患者共同付费是指你为购买
任何一种PBS处方药需要支付的
最高费用。
PBS患者共同付费上限已被冻结
在2024年的水平，意味着处方药
价格将不会随年度通胀指数上涨。

患者共同付费

患者支付的
最高金额

谁受益？

PBS患者共同付费上限冻结后将为所有Medicare卡以及 
优惠卡持有者节省购买基本药品的开支。

Medicare卡 
持有者

每种处方药最高价格 
固定为$31.60，并在

2025年全年保持不变。

养老金领取者和 
联邦优惠卡持有者

每种处方药最高价格 
固定为$7.70，并在 
今后5年保持不变。

常见问题解答
PBS共同付费上限冻结

下载 下载

介绍资料
PBS共同付费上限冻结

下载 下载

可打印海报
PBS患者共同付费 

冻结资格条件

可打印海报
患者购买PBS药品的 

最高费用保持不变

其他新政策？

向谁了解节省购药开支的信息？

目前已有900多种处方药
列入了PBS，可适用于治疗
一系列疾病。

目前已有近300种PBS药品可以一次处方 
60天用药量，为你省时又省钱。

可挽救生命的前列腺癌和乳腺癌药品 
现在也已列入PBS。

了解详情并获取社区语言资源
health.gov.au/cheapermedicines/translated

全科医生或 
卫生专业人员

药剂师

PBS目前有多少种处方药？

https://www.health.gov.au/node/53181?language=zh-hans
https://www.health.gov.au/node/53180?language=zh-hans
https://www.health.gov.au/node/53183?language=zh-hans
https://www.health.gov.au/node/53184?language=zh-hans
https://www.health.gov.au/cheaper-medicines/translated-resources

