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I acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants  

of this nation and the traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work. 
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JOINT STATEMENT 

No health without mental health 
Include Mental Health Reform in the National Health Reform Agreement 

As representatives of Australia’s leading mental health organisations, we come together to call for 
immediate and coordinated action to address the critical gap in mental health care between Federal and 
State/Territory services.  

This gap currently leaves Australians without adequate mental health support, leading to significant 
distress in the community and increased cost to the health system.  

Federal and State/Territory Governments now have the opportunity to bridge this gap, by agreeing to joint 
funding arrangements and a roadmap for long-term reform within the upcoming National Health Reform 
Agreement (NHRA), as recommended by the Productivity Commission and the NHRA Review.  

We acknowledge the work started by both Federal and State/Territory Governments towards long-term 
mental health reform. We urge the Federal and State/Territory governments to continue to prioritise this 
issue and take decisive, coordinated action to create a mental health system that leaves no one behind. 

Key Asks: 

1. Long-Term Funding and Reform: Federal and State/Territory governments must agree on funding 
arrangements and a long-term roadmap for reform to close the service gap for the ‘missing 
middle’ and people with complex mental health needs. Reform is required to provide consistent, 
integrated, and comprehensive care that bridges the current divide between primary and 
specialist services. Adequate funding is essential to ensure that community-based services are
accessible, well-resourced, and capable of providing the necessary support.

2. Full-Day Mental Health Ministers Meeting: This crucial negotiation should take place during the 
planned full-day Mental Health Ministers Meeting, involving Federal and State/Territory Ministers 
for Health and Mental Health. Such a dedicated and focused meeting will allow for in-depth
discussions and the development of a unified, collective approach to addressing this pressing 
issue, including discussions on funding, service integration and whole-of-government
approaches. The involvement of key stakeholders and experts in these discussions, including
centring the voices of people with lived experience and their families, carers and kin, will ensure
that the agreed solutions are both person-centred and effective. 

3. Inclusion in National Health Reform Agreement: Mental health reform should be included in
the upcoming NHRA to ensure new mental health services can be sustainably funded across 
Governments. Embedding these commitments within the NHRA, as recommended by the
Productivity Commission and the NHRA Review, will provide a framework for accountability, 
transparency, and continuous evaluation of progress. It will also facilitate the long-term
sustainability of mental health services for the ‘missing middle’, and provide a foundation for 
long-term reform and more integrated services. 

By addressing these key areas, we can make significant strides in bridging the gap in mental health care 
and ensuring that all Australians have access to the support they need.  

The mental health sector remains committed to working collaboratively with all levels of government to 
achieve these goals and improve the mental health and wellbeing of all Australians. 

-ENDS- 
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From: @blackdog.org.au>  
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2024 12:04 PM 
To: McBride, Emma (MP) <Emma.McBride.MP@aph.gov.au> 
Subject: Webinar Invitation - Preventing Suicide in Australian Emergency Departments: Launch of New National 
Guidelines 
Dear The Hon Emma Mc Bride, 

On behalf of the Black Dog Institute, Suicide Prevention Australia and Amber’s White Light, we would like to 
invite you to an exclusive webinar titled ‘Preventing Suicide in Australian Emergency Departments: Launch of 
New National Guidelines.’  

More people than ever are presenting to Emergency Departments (EDs) with mental health concerns and in 
suicidal crisis. For consumers, the ED is not the ideal environment to receive care when experiencing suicidal 
distress, but they remain a widely used option for people who need support and are unable to remain safe in 
the community. For clinical staƯ, it can be particularly diƯicult providing complex care in tight organisation 
and legal boundaries and knowing which services the individual can be referred on to for more appropriate 
treatment.  

Our National Guidelines for Suicide Prevention in Emergency Departments provide evidence-based 
recommendations for best practice care of people who present to the ED and other acute settings in suicidal 
crisis. 
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This webinar aims to enhance knowledge and implementation of the guidelines across the country, ensuring 
better care and outcomes for individuals in crisis.  

Join us to hear about the new guidelines from leading expert in this field A/ Professor Fiona Shand, and from a 
panel of distinguished experts from across the sector, including: 

 Dr Amanda Cohn MLC – NSW Greens Spokesperson for Mental Health, former GP, frontline 
emergency services volunteer and Deputy Mayor of Albury 

 Glenn Cotter – Lived Experience Peer Worker, Grand Pacific Health 
 Dr James Gaston – ED StaƯ Specialist at Campbelltown Hospital 

In your role as Federal Mental Health Minister we would really value your attendance. The link to register is 
here: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/2fd0c63c-2023-4fc5-89dc-Ư7Ư72abdf0@3Ư6cfa4-e715-
48db-b8e1-0867b9f9fba3 

Event Details: 

 Date: 10 July 
 Time: 10-11am (AEST) 
 Location: Online Webinar  

If you have any questions or would like to receive the updated guidelines in advance, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at @blackdog.org.au 

Kind regards, 
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I acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants  

of this nation and the traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work. 
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