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Support to Prevent and Address the Health Impacts of Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C) grant opportunity GO6688 - Feedback for Applicants
28 May 2024
Overview
The Support to Prevent and Address the Health Impacts of FGM/C grant opportunity is provided through the Public Health and Chronic Disease Program of the Australian Government Department of Health and Aged Care.
The purpose of the grant opportunity is to raise awareness of and address the health impacts (including physical and mental manifestations) of FGM/C in culturally and linguistically diverse, and migrant and refugee communities.
The objectives of the grant opportunity are to:
increase understanding of FGM/C, its health impacts and consequences, through community-led initiatives; 
improve support for women and girls affected by, or at risk of, FGM/C; and 
assist communities to move towards the abandonment of the practice.
The intended outcomes of the grant opportunity are:
a demonstrated increase in community understanding of FGM/C, its health risks, impacts and consequences; and
a measurable contribution to the implementation of Recommendations 34 and 49 of the House of Representatives inquiry.
There was significant interest in the grant opportunity, with 28 applications received. Applications were assessed on their merits and comparatively against other applications based on:
how well it met the criteria; 
how it compared to other applications, and 
whether it provided value with relevant money.
Eligibility and Compliance
All applications received were initially screened for eligibility and compliance as per the grant opportunity guidelines and 10 applications were found to be non-compliant or ineligible. 
Reasons for applications being assessed as non-compliant or ineligible included:
Duplicate applications;
Incorrect or no application form submitted;
Attachments not completed and/or submitted in the required format or with required details (Attachment pack);
Application exceeded the word limit in one or more criteria; and
Applicant entity not registered for GST.
Assessment of Applications
Eighteen applications met eligibility and compliance requirements as per the grant opportunity guidelines and progressed to assessment. 
Assessment of each application was undertaken and scored using the 5 point numerical scale (excellent, good, average, poor and does not meet criterion at all) as per the grant opportunity guidelines. Only applications scoring Average (3) for each criterion progressed to be considered for funding.
Applications that received high assessment scores provided clear and concise evidence against the selection criteria demonstrating the Organisation’s ability to achieve project objectives to a high standard. Additional feedback aligned with each criterion is provided below. 
Assessment Criterion 1: Alignment with Grant Opportunity Objectives and Outcomes
Applications that scored highly for this criteria clearly demonstrated:
a strong understanding of grant opportunity objectives and outcomes and how grant activities will contribute to addressing these;
reasons supporting the location demonstrated planning and insight had been applied, 
identification of partnerships, networking and/or collaboration together with an explanation of how these would be leveraged to maximise outcomes; and 
the approach to evaluation demonstrated how the relevant performance measures directly related to measuring how the grant activity would contribute to the overall grant opportunity objectives and outcomes.
Assessment Criterion 2: Efficient, Effective, Economical and Ethical Use of Grant Funds
Applications that scored highly for this criteria clearly demonstrated:
that the person/s in the organisation who were proposed to have responsibility for the successful completion of the grant activity have relevant skills and experience in this role (or similar); 
a proposed management approach that provided confidence that the organisation knows "how" to manage the grant activity;
references and/or specific activities included in the management approach that provided confidence that the project would be completed by the activity end date (30 June 2026); 
that the organisation has an understanding of ethical principles for administering grant funding and a summary explanation of how these will be adhered to.
Assessment Criterion 3: Capacity and Capability to Deliver the Proposed Grant Activity
Applications that scored highly for this criteria clearly demonstrated:
the organisation's past experience of delivering multiple successful projects have achieved effective outcomes for the Priority Population Group;
how effective links with stakeholders, including consumers, will be established and/or maintained and how this would contribute to achieving outcomes for the Priority Population Group;
how consumer engagement and co-design approaches will be leveraged to maximise the opportunity and how this contributed to achieving the required outcomes for the Priority Population Group;
how the national rollout of the grant activities (including scaling up) will be achieved within the grant delivery timeframe (including management of staff and resources across multiple locations).
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