Almost all babies are born healthy,
and only a small number of babies per
year, perhaps about 1 in 800, have a
hereditary (genetic) health condition.

Mostly, the disorders are inherited from
their two healthy carrier parents, each
carrying a single copy of an abnormal

gene, as well as a healthy copy.

Contact us

SA Neonatal Screening Centre, SA Pathology
Women'’s and Children’s Hospital
72 King William Road, North Adelaide SA 5006

T (08) 8161 7396
E HealthCYWHSNeonatalLaboratory@sa.gov.au

SA

PATHOLOGY

PUB-0009 v7 Published October 2023

TASMANIAN N

HEALTH AW ' ' Tasmanian
SERVICE ~—r Government

Screening tests for
your Nnew pbaby

“helping to ensure the health of
your child”




Where are test results sent?

In more than 99% of babies the results are
perfectly normal and the parents are not notified.
However, results are available to the midwife or
doctor after about 2 weeks. These results are not

Consent

You will be asked to give verbal consent before the
sample is collected. If you choose not to have your
baby screened, the card will still be filled out, but
marked “test refused by parents” and sent to the

Why is screening a good idea?
® So that a number of health conditions can be
identified early and treatment started.

® FEarly treatment can prevent serious permanent

mental and physical disabilities.

® Babies with these health conditions do not
show signs or symptoms of iliness at birth.

® By the time these conditions become obvious,
a baby’s development may already be harmed.

® Screening new babies is universal and done all
over the developed world.

laboratory.

What conditions does the test detect?

The screening test covers over 30 different conditions,

most of which are listed in the following table.

Unable to produce

sent to “My Health Record”.

Sometimes a repeat bloodspot is needed by
the laboratory for a number of reasons, usually
because of a sampling problem or due to a
short-term elevation in a test result. You will be
contacted by your caregiver if this is required
and your midwife or doctor will arrange for a re-
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Should the screening test raise the possibility of one
of these conditions, your baby will be referred to a
specialist for more exact and specialised diagnostic

testing.

DNA testing

If a bloodspot sample gives an abnormal result,
sometimes a DNA test is performed to confirm the
result. This testing is restricted to only that section
of DNA known to be linked to the disorder, and no
other testing is performed.



