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[image: Introductory slide: Medical Research Future Fund consumer webinar on the Post-Acute Sequelae of COVID-19 (Long COVID) Research Plan]

The MRFF funds a wide range of health and medical research
[image: A diagram illustrating the 4 MRFF themes: Patients, Researchers, Research missions and Research Translation.
The MRFF supports:
* basic and pre-clinical research
* the translation of basic discovery to clinical research
* clinical and public health research
* the translation of clinical discoveries into practice
* implementation research 
$6.3 billion investment over 10 years
]

MREA and MRFF
Medical Research Endowment Account (MREA)
Special account that supports NHMRC grants (~$900 million p.a.)
Supports investigator-initiated grants in all fields of health and medical research from discovery to clinical, public health and health services research
Administered by NHMRC, an independent agency in the Health and Aged Care portfolio
Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF)
$20 billion sovereign fund that supports MRFF grants ($650 million p.a.)
Supports grants in priority areas of medical research and innovation determined by government on advice of AMRAB following public consultation
Administered by Health and Medical Research Office (HMRO) in Department of Health and Aged Care
Consumer Involvement in the MRFF
[image: 2015-2021: some practices and processes in place to encourage consumer engagement in the MRFF …but we wanted to do more…

2022: established the 
MRFF Consumer Reference Panel “to provide advice to the CEO of HMRO on strategies for strengthening consumer involvement in MRFF implementation”

2022-onwards: working with the CRP to strengthen consumer involvement in the MRFF

Initial deliverables:
* develop principles for consumer involvement in MRFF-funded research projects (done)
* reviewing and providing advice on MRFF processes, e.g. grant guidelines, assessment processes (in progress)

]
Principles for Consumer Involvement in Research Funded by MRFF
[image: Image of the MRFF principles for consumer involvement in research funded by the MRFF. Available at: https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/principles-for-consumer-involvement-in-research-funded-by-the-medical-research-future-fund?language=en 

Accompanying statement: A consumer is a person with lived experience as a patient, client, potential patient, user of health services, and/or providing support as a carer, family or community member]
Principles for Consumer Involvement in Research Funded by MRFF 
	~ WHY? ~
The inclusion and strengthening of the consumer voice will improve the quality, relevance and impact of MRFF-funded research, through:
More, safe, diverse and effective consumer involvement
Recognising the valuable perspectives that Australians with lived experience as patients, clients, service users and carers bring to research
Recognising the diversity of our Australian population and the importance of including these varied life experiences, values and cultures in our research
Helping researchers, research organisations, consumers and other relevant stakeholders by providing guidance on what ‘good’ consumer involvement looks like
Principles for Consumer Involvement in Research Funded by MRFF (cont.)
In every type of research, including basic science, public health, preventive health, translation and clinical research.
At all stages of research, from defining the need/priority of a research question, refining the research question and research design through to conduct of the research and sharing and translation of results.
In partnership with researchers, with consumers respected and recognised for the valuable and complementary knowledge, expertise and perspectives they bring to the research.
Effectively, with sufficient time, resources and depth of relationships to enable consumers to understand and actively engage with and contribute to the research.
Sensitively and safely, through research teams with strong and broad capacity and capabilities in consumer involvement, appropriate training and a supportive environment for consumers, and clearly defined and agreed roles.
With broad diversity and equity, with the goal of increasing involvement of priority populations through culturally safe and appropriate engagement.
Providing advice on MRFF processes
· Light-touch review of assessment criteria descriptors
· Pilots in the 2023 MRFF Consumer-Led Research Grant Opportunity:
· Consumer Involvement Statement – 2 pages in grant application
· Greater consumer involvement in assessment – multiple consumers as full, scoring panel members
· Review of the draft NHMRC/MRFF Statement on Sex, Gender, Variations of Sex Characteristics and Sexual Orientation in Health and Medical Research
· Reviewing grant opportunity guideline templates
· Inputting into research topics/prioritisation
· Future Consumer-Led Research Grant Opportunities
· MRFF Preventive and Public Health Research Initiative - $100 million over 10 years from 2022-23 allocated to a Consumer-Led Research stream
· Further implementation of the CRP principles, e.g.
· Guidance for researchers, e.g. costs associated with consumer involvement can be included in MRFF applications
Refresh of the MRFF assessment criteria
[image: Image of highlighted text from Criterion 1 - Project impact; Criterion 2 - Methodology; and Criterion 3 - Capacity, capability and resources]
Path to the Post-Acute Sequelae of COVID-19 Research Plan· The House of Representatives Standing Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport conducted an inquiry into Long COVID and Repeated COVID Infections
· The inquiry recommendations included establishing a research program on Long COVID that:
· Includes representation from priority populations
· Has longer term funding
· Spans basic science, clinical trials, models of care, health promotion and implementation science
· The need for co-design with consumers was emphasised
· The Minister for Health and Aged Care tasked his department “with developing a national plan to respond to Long COVID, taking into consideration the committee’s findings”
· The National PASC plan is under development, which will articulate the Government response to the enquiry
· The Post-Acute Sequelae of COVID-19 (PASC) Research Plan is one part of the response 

[image: Image of the report Sick and tired: Casting a long shadow - Inquiry into long COVID and repeated COVID infections]
Post-Acute Sequelae of COVID-19 Expert Advisory Panel
The Australian Government has committed $50 million from 2023-2024 under the MRFF to improve outcomes for people experiencing post-acute sequelae of COVID-19 (PASC) – or Long COVID
This funding is from the Emerging Priorities and Consumer-Driven Research initiative, which supports high-quality research that improves patient care, translates new discoveries into practice, and encourages consumers and researchers to work together
An independent Expert Advisory Panel (EAP)  was assembled to provide the Minister for Health and Aged Care advice on research investments into PASC, and included:
An independent chair
A consumer representative 
Expertise or experience in PASC and/or other post-viral syndromes
Expertise in general practice 
Expertise in allied health 
Rural and regional representation
Expertise in First Nations health
Post-Acute Sequelae of COVID-19 Research Plan· The Expert Advisory Panel developed a PASC research plan that identifies short (1-2 years) and medium (3-4 years) term priorities that:
· Generate evidence on the current and future impacts of PASC in Australia
· Design and evaluate clinical pathways and models of care that address inequities in access and outcomes
· Find new therapeutic approaches to prevent PASC and/or improving health outcomes for individuals with PASC
· Grant opportunities will fund research beginning in 2024 and 2025
· Most research outcomes expected from 2029

[image: Image of the MRFF Post-Acute Sequelae of COVID-19 Research Plan]
Post-Acute Sequelae of COVID-19 Research Plan
[image: The aims and priority areas for research investment under the research plan.

Quote from Professor Gail Matthew, Chair: “We tried to keep the individual with long COVID at the heart of the plan. We decided what big questions need to be answered to improve their health outcomes”

Quote from Dr Elizabeth Deveny - CEO Consumers Health Forum: “People with this condition want support to get better faster. They want a better understanding of what's going on for them, better clinical care, better diagnostics. Our task was to ensure research will have a meaningful impact for these consumers"]
Aim 1. Understand PASC to improve consumer, community and health system outcomes
Funding will support a large-scale project which seeks to understand the consumer experience of PASC, especially the impacts on physical, mental, social and emotional health
Involves partnership with consumers and primary care researchers
Includes consumers from priority populations and all age groups
Outcome: Improving understanding of the impacts of PASC on individuals and the community to inform and improve clinical care and policy responses

Funding will support a large-scale project to use data collection and informatic approaches to generate knowledge of population-wide impacts of PASC
Involves partnership with consumers, health service providers and policy makers 
Outcome: Improving understanding of the impacts of PASC on the Australian health system and society to inform policy and program responses
Aim 2. Improve care by building knowledge of the mechanisms and pathways that lead to PASC
Funding will support projects that investigate the molecular mechanisms, pathways, biomarkers, as well as the psychosocial, physical, behavioural and other contributors that may help answer questions about PASC
Outcome: Generate knowledge to support the development of novel diagnostic or monitoring tools, or therapies for individuals living with PASC

Aim 3. Identify the best therapies to improve outcomes for people with PASC
Funding will support a nationwide clinical trial that will test multiple different therapeutic interventions (including pharmacological and non-pharmacological) for PASC 
Utilises an adaptive trial design to allow rapid assessment of interventions and:
Includes primary care settings
Includes rural settings and rural researchers
Uses a 2-stage funding process 
Outcome: Accelerating the identification of optimal management approaches for people living with PASC

Aim 4. Ensure health systems meet the needs of people living with PASC
Funding will support projects that improve models of care for people with PASC through co-design with consumers, clinicians and health services
Models of care will be:
Consumer-centered
Multidisciplinary
Scalable and cost-effective
Multiple projects will be funded, allowing co-leadership by consumers from the populations the research is intended to benefit, including rural and remote settings, First Nations people, people with a disability, people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and older people
Outcome: Improve the quality of care received by people who have symptoms consistent with PASC and/or who are living with PASC, including priority populations
MRFF Grant Assessment Processes
[image: Diagram of the MRFF grant assessment process, including a timeline for the PASC grant opportunity:
* opened 6 September 2023
* closes November 2023
* Grant Assessment Committee and Outcome Report managed by the Grants Hub in Q1 2024
* Outcome Report to HMRO Q1 2024]
[image: 905 assessors between November 2020 and November 2022. 46% were male and 54% female]MRFF Grant Assessment Committees
Members are expert reviewers who come from different backgrounds and bring different perspectives.
Members are selected on their experiences and expertise in a range of areas including:
transdisciplinary
academia
clinical
health services delivery
translation of research
consumers and patients
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander health
industry and commercialisation expertise.
To express interest to be on a GAC: 
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/2022-23-medical-research-future-fund-mrff-grant-opportunities.
Questions on the PASC research plan
The PASC research plan has generated interest and questions from the community, in particular from those with lived experience
Questions on:
Incorporation of perspectives of patients and those with lived experience
The process of research prioritisation and assessment of research grants
Q and A session is designed to answer some of these questions
Processes which guide research plan design and grant application assessment
Research was prioritised by the MRFF PASC Expert Advisory Panel
Grant applications will be assessed by an independent Grant Assessment Committee which includes scientific experts, consumers, industry experts and health service providers
Grants are ssessed against selection criteria around project impact, methodology, capacity, capability and resources to deliver the project and overall value and risk
Demonstration of the research being informed by analysis of existing and ongoing studies in the field
Articulation of methods and involvement of consumers through the research journey
[image: Question and answer session slide]
Thank you for your time
[image: Subscribe to MRFF News: https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/medical-research-future-fund/mrff-news

Nominate for an MRFF Grant Assessment Committee (GAC):  https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/2021-22-medical-research-future-fund-mrff-grant-opportunities 

Register for MRFF grants opportunities: https://www.grants.gov.au/

Check out the grant opportunity forecast: https://www.health.gov.au/our-work/medical-research-future-fund/mrff-grant-opportunities-calendar

Follow Health Twitter for MRFF updates: @healthgovau #MRFF

Send any questions to MRFF@health.gov.au]
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Criterion 1 — Project Impact

In your response to this criterion, you should ensure that you:

- articulate how the program of research will address a systemic and significant health care or health
system need that is of value to the community, health service providers, and health system
managers.

demonstrate how the proposed program of research will strengthen capacity within the health sector
for research, innovation and knowledge exchange |

Criterion 3 - Capacity, Capability and
Resources

In your response to this criterion, you should ensure that you
demonstrate:

question. - the research team has an appropriate mix of skills
— (scientific, project management, etc) to undertake the

proposed research

Criterion 2 - Methodology the research team includes individuals that bring diverse

experiences and expertise (e.g.

In your response to this
clearly articulate:

- the research question and the proposed approach for
addressing it, including (as appropriate) tools and
techniques, participants (e.g.
interventions, controls, statistical approaches, and
strategies for data collection and use

rion, you should ensure you

career stages and research sectors)

the commitment of partners to the project and how they

will support (through financial and in-kind contributions)
its successful delivery.

arrangements for project governance and oversight to
support its successful delivery.
- appropriate milestones, performance indicators and

timeframes. NB: Yellow text = additions from the late 2022 refresh
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Overview

The following aims and priority areas for research investment have been
identified to achieve the objectives under this 4-year Research Plan.®

Aim

Priority areas for investment

1. Understand PASC
to improve consumer,
community and health
system outcomes

2. Improve care by
building knowledge of the.
mechanisms and pathways.
that lead to PASC

3. Identify the best
therapies to improve
outcomes for people with
PASC

1.1 Knowledge of the short, medium and long-term effects
and impacts of PASC on consumers, the community and/or
the health system

2.1 Understand the pathophysiology of PASC and how this.
varies across individuals.

2.2 Enhance knowledge of the key factors that impact PASC
prognosis

3.1 Rapidly assess therapeutic interventions (including
pharmacological and non-pharmacological) for PASC to
improve care

“We tried to keep the individual with long COVID at the
heart of the plan. We decided what big questions need to
be answered to improve their health outcomes”
Professor Gail Matthews — Chair

4. Ensure health systems.
meet the needs of people
living with PASC

4.1 People living with PASC can access and receive high
quality care

4.2 Priority populations living with PASC have eqitable:
access to high quality care and health outcomes,

6 The funding i to b disbursed over a &-year period, however the projects re expected forun overa
longer time period (this will be specfied n the grant agreements).

7 Consumers re peoplewith Ined experience as @ atient, client potental patien, user o health
Services and/or providing support s a carer, family or community member (Principes for Consumer
Involvement i Research Funded by the Medical Research Future Fund),

“People with this condition want support to get better
faster. They want a better understanding of what's going
on for them, better clinical care, better diagnostics. Our
task was to ensure research will have a meaningful impact
for these consumers”

Dr Elizabeth Deveny — CEO, Consumers Health Forum
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*Grant Assessment Committee established *Grant Assessment Committee meets

«Conflicts of Interest are managed «Chair does not participate in assessment or scoring
*Grants hub and HMRO brief the committee on the MRFF *Two spokespersons speak to the application
grant opportunity and the assessment criteria. «Consumer advisor speaks to the application

*Two spokespersons (plus, sometimes, another members)

«All members discussion for each application
are assigned to each application for initial scoring

«All members score the application

Grants Assessment
Grant Outcome

CEGERITE Commiittee and Outcome Report to
Closes Report managed by the LR
Grants Hub

Q12024 Q12024

1st grant 6 September 2023 November 2023
opportunity

*Scores collated and outcome report is prepared
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QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION

(please type in questions using SLIDO)
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