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From:

Sent: Thursday, 7 June 2018 3:42 PM

To: 2

Cc g

Subject: MB18-002504 - info from MO - MR to be joint with PM - UTAS funding [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Categories: - to action

Hilll

Thank you for confirming that the media release for this announcement should be a joint between the Prime
Minister and Minister Hunt.

Once the media release has been prepared and provided to your office, it would then be provided to the PMO.

& &
o &
oéo <8

Kind regards

Communicatio

nch Coordination

Australian Government D

=
n Bra

Sent: Thursday, / June 2018 3:35 PM

: N
- N2
Apologies for the delay in gettin@&ck to you — | was awaiting further details but it is still a bit sketchy.

| can confirm that the media release for this announcement will be joint with the Prime Minister — can you please
draft it along these lines?

| think the process if for the media release to still come to our office, and it will be shared with the PMO from here —
is that your understanding?

| mentioned to you this morning that there may be another Health announcement in Burnie, but this is now unlikely
to go ahead. | will continue to share any further info | receive.

Kind regards

Departmental Liaison Officer
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Office of the Hon Greg Hunt MP
Minister for Health

T: 026277 | M:
E: @health.gov.au

Suite M1.41, PO Box 6022, Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600, Australia

The Department of Health acknowledges the traditional owners of country throughout Australia, and their continuing connection to land, sea
and community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures, and to elders both past and present

Sent: Wednesday, 6 June 2018 11:51 AM

’_’_’_I-

4 - please change to an event brief: UTAS funding [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

As discussed, can you please change this to request to an event brief withé&:ﬁa rele\)gé and speaking notes for

five minutes? é Q?“
O,

BV O
Unfortunately the only details on the event that | have are below, %&m&&el@%rough any further info as | receive
it. Caroline Edwards may know more. Q/?\ O Q

N S

o

v
Please change the due date to 1pm Tuesday, 12 June. U fQ'i(u/ {’\g@?s a hard timeline, as Minister Hunt will
need to take a copy of the brief with him from Canberrg dn %@e ternoon.

SN2
O

Many thanks %)
| S

Departmental Liaison Officer O & Q?“

C——
Office of the Hon Greg Hunt IQ@
Minister for Health A Q/,Qz‘

T:02 6277 : <
@health.gowau

Suite M1.41, PO Box 6022, Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600, Australia

The Department of Health acknowledges the traditional owners of country throughout Australia, and their continuing connection to land, sea
and community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures, and to elders both past and present

Sent: Wednesday, 6 June 2018 11:16 AM

To: 2 _
Cc: m
Subject: unding [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

We have confirmation that the PM and the Minister will be doing the UTAS funding in Burnie next Thursday.

Can the release and event brief please be worked up ASAP in cooperation with PMC.
2
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Chief of Staff
Minister for Health
The Hon Greg Hunt MP

Phone: 06 6277
Mobile
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Event Brief
MB18-002504 Version (1)
Date sent to MO: 12/06/18

To: Minister Hunt
cc: Minister McKenzie
Subject: UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA HEALTH PROPOSALS

Minister Hunt ... i, Date: / /

Comments:

Q- 7
&K
v Q
<</Q\°3b OQ’
z?‘ (‘ ?‘

Contact ) A/g First Asszst% Ph: (02) 6289
Officer: Michael Culhane Research, D n@% tion Division | Mobile:

Clearance | | . Alg Depu Ph: (02) 6289
Nick Hartland
Officer: rek Hartian Healt p@y icy & Primary Care Mobile:

Date / Time: 14 June 2018 ‘2\

Q%

Purpose: To announce fu@%g for s@pporting health and medical research translation in
rural and regi 1a.

Key Attendees: T QQ@Q

Key Issues: ‘2‘(0 ’\\2\

1. As part of the Nat®l Health Agreement (NHA) 2020-21 to 2024-25 negotiations with
the Tasmanian Government, funding of $2.4 million over three years ($0.8 million per
year) from 2018-19 has been committed to support health and medical research in rural
and remote Tasmania.

2. Subject to your approval, the funding will be provided under the Medical Research
Future Fund (MRFF)’s Keeping Australians Out of Hospital program (MS18-001228).

3. The funding will support research that focuses on preventive health in rural and remote
locations and indigenous communities, chronic disease burden and translation of
research knowledge into practice to reduce avoidable hospitalisations. The funding will
enable stronger collaboration amongst researchers and translation of research into
improved patient care and programs. A proposal submitted by the University of
Tasmania to the Minister’s Office is provided at Attachment A.

4. The proposal is based around collaboration with University partners to develop locally
based health research in Burnie focussing on causal health conditions associated with the
high multi-morbidity indices affecting Tasmanians within social and environmental

Location: Burnie, Tasmania

Page 1
UNCLASSIFIED
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contexts. The research will be underpinned by the use of standard competitive research
assessment processes including independent peer and expert review and best practice
research program governance and management.

5. There will be further discussion on the details of specific competitive research projects
and programs to be undertaken between the Commonwealth, the Tasmanian Government
and the University of Tasmania.

Traditional Custodians: Panninher [Par-nin-her] and the Leterrermairrener [Letter-ramare-
ru-nah] People.

Key Stakeholder Engagement: N/A

Sensitivities: Although the scope of research agreed in the context of the NHA with
Tasmania aligns with the objectives and desired outcomes of the Keeping Australians Out of
Hospital program, the direct allocation of funding to the University of Tasmania in the
absence of a structured contestable process may be the subject of criticism by the research
sector. The approach may be perceived as inconsistent with the MRFF Funding Principles.

Budget/Financial Implications: Funding will be provided under the MRFF

Impact on Rural and Regional Australians: The research to con ute to the
improvement of health outcomes of rural and regional Tasrxbl

Attachments:

Attachment A: University of Tasmania proposal ?~ '\ ?”

Attachment B: Media Release — Funding boost %ﬁ‘of Tasmania
Attachment C: Speaking Notes — University %ﬂ‘a@ ,{Qf ding announcement

<z§<’ @v <<Y

Page 2
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4. The proposal is based around collaboration with University partners to develop locally
based health research in Burnie focussing on causal health conditions associated with the
high multi-morbidity indices affecting Tasmanians within social and environmental
contexts. The research will be underpinned by the use of standard competitive research
assessment processes including independent peer and expert review and best practice
research program governance and management.

5. There will be further discussion on the details of specific competitive research projects
and programs to be undertaken between the Commonwealth, the Tasmanian Government
and the University of Tasmania.

Traditional Custodians: Panninher [Par-nin-her] and the Leterrermairrener [Letter-ramare-
ru-nah] People.

Key Stakeholder Engagement: N/A

Sensitivities: Although the scope of research agreed jntfe context of the NHA with
Tasmania aligns with the objectives and desired-oltcomes of the Keeping Australians Out of

Hospital program, the direct allocation ding to the University of Tasmania in the
absence of a structured contestablepfocess may be the subject o 'ticisn%& the research
i inconsistent with thé MRFF E‘t@s ing Principles.
ill be provi@ﬁ?xg)@d@dRFF.
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Attachment B: Media Release — Funding 8o iversity of Tasmania
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UNIVERSITY of
TASMANIA
Support for Health and Medical Research Translation in Rural and Regional Tasmania

Context: There are particular challenges in delivering appropriate health care in Tasmania’s rural and regional
communities, given the state’s relatively small and dispersed population and other population health characteristics.
The chronic disease burden coupled with low socio-economic status results in some of the poorest health in Australia.
When other indicators such as the higher rate for population ageing (the fastest in the country) are considered, the
urgent need to secure better sustainable health outcomes comes sharply into focus. As one element of major planned
investments in regional Tasmania, a new whole-of-state partnership model for community healthcare is proposed.
The University of Tasmania, working with place-based health organisations and communities in the North West of the
state, will drive forward an innovative contribution to community health care through an integrated nodal approach.

Background: The University of Tasmania has committed to be a champion for, and facilitator of, place-based
community developments across the state of Tasmania through education and research. Working with key community
agencies and government, the University is participating in a layered dialogue to identify and resolve key actions to
revitalise and stimulate social, economic and cultural transformation in the regions. One area of particular focus is the
health and well-being of citizens located in remote rural communities. In advance of significant new infrastructure
being developed, an opportunity exists to explore and pilot new health care ondels desjgned to take advantage of
both a stable island population and emerging paradigms in rural communi <ﬁfalth careractice. In Burnie and across
the North West region, the University, working closely with a spectrumg§) Ith @partners, aims to combine and
extend the functions of the Rural Clinical School, the Indigenous Hea@Ce al\ﬁcking Institute and the Menzies
Institute to establish an integrated pilot facility for rural health re ch(g'n\d tkafslation. This new activity will link with
other dedicated University health research and education nm@/@i’n @n and Hobart.

care from a clinical hospital framework to an embed@é@ m@health model, thereby directing emphasis onto

prevention and the supported management of eﬁzb@a&’ss the life course. In response to the ageing crisis

enveloping Tasmania, we anticipate expandi@?\é €§(ty of the Wicking Institute for Dementia Research by

fostering activity in the North West to dev§p le“af population network for the prevention, management and

care of citizens affected by dementia. In anticipation®of the new Burnie campus jointly funded by the Australian

Government, the State Governme;c;éq‘g th@U&_ersity, we are proposing to pilot a research centre to extend existing
es

Health and medical research undertaken by the Universit@?ﬁ' a ‘gfocuses on shifting the balance of classic health
o
P

facilities and create a key place-d engagement node in the ongoing translation of dementia research
to better meet the needs of a yg@ Q&eﬁdividuals and cohorts.
\S

Proposal: The University bﬂg(ts partners to focus on developing place-based health research in Burnie as
part of the planned infrastru'éturqdevelopments. This proposal will enable an innovative research program to be
established where the main catisal health conditions associated with the high multi-morbidity indices affecting
Tasmanians can be investigated within their social and environmental contexts. This approach has proven benefits
when assessed against the whole-of-life costs of healthcare.

Excellence in research and translation will be assured by the use of standard competitive research assessment
processes including independent peer and expert review and best practice research program governance and
management. The University will engage with the Commonwealth and the Tasmanian Government, as well as key
independent advisors, to ensure appropriate oversight, support progress reporting and advance knowledge
translation dynamics.

Cost: The University is seeking $2.4 million over three years commencing in 2018-19 from the Medical Research Future
Fund to support health and medical research translation in rural and regional Tasmania.

Contact Details: Professor Rufus Black, Vice-Chancellor, University of Tasmania

_@utas.edu.au
03 6226 i}



OO
O
&, )
O~ S 8
KN
QX0 4
b A 7B
/vvmvaN\ owm\
& V\QO\O
Vs
/vv/vv ,\é
v/
@%\V\
%Y &
1V 0%y,
OQ/V\/W \\@
5%



FOI 4463
DOUBLE CLICK anywhere in this header box to make it active
Media Release | Brief or | Date likely to be issued to media |
for: | Hunt | Minute No: | MB2504 | or date of event (if known) 14/06/18
Program area contact <User name will appear here> <User phone> | 20/04/18
. Enter program area contact name here after you have completed your fact check and
:;z?[rr:;t?;er:;; ;Lzhzt';?;:ch confirmed any financial figures in the release, including figures in any proposed XNA No Date
ootk g changes, with Budget Branch (e-mail @health.gov au). By signing here, you
are confirming this required check has been done.
Dep Sec/FAS clearance Nick Hartland s47F| 12/06/18
Comms Branch sign-off Comms branch — complete this row only on final sign-off XNA No Date

NEW INSTRUCTIONS — Program area: Please refer to the new instructions in the e-mail hat accompanied this draft. Please ensure you have
completed filling in the details in this tracking box.

RESEARCH FUNDING BOOST FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA
Joint Media Release

Prime Minister of Australia
The Hon Malcolm Turnbull MPQ~
<
The Hon. Greg Hunt MPeO((/ Q??‘
Minister for Health > <& O

. . . - ‘?Q N .
The Australian Government is providing $2.4 mil @:ﬁ’ 8<1he University of Tasmania to
conduct ground-breaking preventive health reigé(c %0

SN
This investment, through the Medical Reegéro&@ tﬁr%\ Fund (MRFF), will allow the
University of Tasmania to build on its @ne@\gz&earch into preventive health in rural
and remote locations. 90

FE S
The funding boost will help th@nh@?sm}éexpand on its research into preventive health
in Indigenous communities, the burden of chronic disease, and translation of research
knowledge into practice t@f}ed@e Qyoidable hospitalisations.
O & o%F

As one of the top-te(g@sérc ({gd universities in the country, the University of
Tasmania is well placed¢o %Iore a range of research projects to boost preventive
health measures t J{ imately keep more Australians out of hospital.

Prevention is always better than a cure and there is huge potential here to translate
important research into improved health care for Tasmanian’s.

The Australian Government is committed to improving the health of the nation and will
continue to invest in better treatment, care and research that make a difference to the
lives of all Australians.

The MRFF is $20 billion investment in the health of Australians, our economy and the
sustainability of our health system.

Through the MRFF we are supporting our world-class researchers and academics
across the country to undertake cutting-edge research that will inform better diagnosis
and treatment options for Australians living with chronic and complex conditions.

ENDS
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TALKING POINTS

ENDS

The Australian Government is providing the University of Tasmania with
$2.4 million in funding to build on its leading research into preventive health.

| was pleased to make this funding announcement in Burnie today alongside the
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Tasmanian Premier Will Hogman.

The funding boost will enable the University to build on its research work in
preventive health in rural and remote and Indigenous communities, and help
address the burden of chronic disease by translating important research
knowledge into practice — ultimately reducing avoidable hospitalisations.

We know that rural and regional Australians often face health challenges that
are different to their city counterparts — a better understanding of preventive
health in these areas will help lead to improved health outcomes for all

Australians. Q/Q. Qg/

Of course many hospitalisations are simply unav@é le = ﬁowever much of the
research in preventive health clearly tells us @t 89 ere Australia can

improve. . & ?‘

Research like this is important to hel ‘?and what needs to be done —
locally and nationally — to keep m% iﬁl s out of hospital, fit and healthy.

2N @V
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TALKING POINTS

ENDS

The Australian Government is providing the University of Tasmania with
$2.4 million in funding to build on its leading research into preventive health.

| was pleased to make this funding announcement in Burnie today alongside the
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Tasmanian Premier Will Hogman.

The funding boost will enable the University to build on its research work in
preventive health in rural and remote and Indigenous communities, and help
address the burden of chronic disease by translating important research
knowledge into practice — ultimately reducing avoidable hospitalisations.

We know that rural and regional Australians often face health challenges that
are different to their city counterparts — a better understanding of preventive
health in these areas will help lead to improved healtlbgutcom% s for all

Australians.

O Qv
Of course many hospitalisations are simply un@?& le ©however much of the
research in preventive health clearly tells us»fﬁaat thtis i§Where Australia can
improve. . Q/?‘ ?‘

Research like this is important to he ,§§ and what needs to be done —
locally and nationally — to keep r@ans out of hospital, fit and healthy.
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DOUBLE CLICK anywhere in this header box to make it active

Speaking Notes | | Briefor | | Date likely to be issued to media |
for: Hunt Minute No: MB2504 or date of event (if known) 14 June
Program area contact <User name will appear here> <User phone> | 16/01/18

Enter program area contact name here after you have completed your fact check and

Program area tant-oheck and confirmed any financial figures in the release, including figures in any proposed

zﬁ::;matlon of Budget Branch changes, with Budget Branch (e-mail @health.gov au). By signing here, you L

are confirming this required check has been 3
Dep Sec/FAS clearance Nick Hartland s47F] 12/06/18
Comms Branch sign-off Comms branch — complete this row only on final sign-off Date

NEW INSTRUCTIONS — Program area: Please refer to the new instructions in the e-mail hat accompanied this draft. Please ensure you have
completed filling in the details in this tracking box.

THE HON GREG HUNT MP
MINISTER FOR HEALTH

Speaking Notes

UTAS Funding announcemegf .
&
Thursday 14 Jur@ %2‘1/ Q/OQV
Location/address of ann@fﬁt&%%al -TBC
%
AcknowledgementsllntroductloQg, Qk\ge&\g\
e | would like to acknowledge?gne &Qﬂ%nal custodians of this land —
Panninher [Par-nin- her]@n%ﬂ?@eterrermalrrener [Letter-ramare-ru-
nah] People — and ggy 61y respects to Elders past, present and
emerging. Q (</<</ ng
e | extend tha{*fe&g%g}{w all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
who are pres&@\ere today.
e | also would like to acknowledge:
o Prime Minister of Australia Malcolm Turnbull
o Premier of Tasmania Will Hodgman

o Any other VIPS to acknowledge? TBC

1. More money for ground breaking research

—

.1 I'm very pleased to be announcing a major funding boost of
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$2.4 million for the University of Tasmania here in Burnie today
alongside Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and the Premier of

Tasmania Will Hodgman.

o This funding boost will enable the University to build on its leading

research into preventive health in rural and remote locations.

o We know that rural and regional Australians often face different

health challenges to their city cousins.

o A better understanding of preventive healt&qﬁor coQuig/try Australians
will help lead to improved health outco\rgrég%fogng’se communities.
1.2 The funding boost will also allow the@hi?@@?of Tasmania to

o . <<>’§ 'S .
continue its important work in p@@i@ %b alth research in

@@\zr@’chronic disease, and the

Q.

Indigenous communities, th@ou
. 9 :
translation of research Q@ Sinto practice.
RS S

o They are undertaﬁng%ital work on how to avoid hospitalisations
with healthieﬂ?@s@&l& and improved management of chronic
: QK&
disease;® < ({/Q
&&‘2‘@’\\2\
o The reseaf&:\w will be led by some of the country’s most prominent

academics and researchers.

1.3 Of course many hospitalisations are simply unavoidable — however
much of the research in preventive health clearly tells us that we can
do more.
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o Research like this is important to helps us understand what needs
to be done — at both a local and national level — to keep

Australians fit, healthy and out of hospital.

Leveraging off the potential of our universities

As the Health Minister, I'm passionate about translating health and
medical research into clinical practice — | believe there is unlimited
potential in these areas to transform healthcare as we know it.
& <3f</
The Australian Government recognises the\ﬁ?{’%ﬁen’%ﬁ our
universities and research facilities acro‘g&?&h@%g&itry to conduct
ground breaking research and cIinL(e/&Zrél'b?@at will inform better
diagnosis and treatment optior&q/ef%‘p\@tie s.
2\ of
FN K
2.0
NS
N O
We will continue to watk with gUr universities, led by world class
researchers and 8gad§mjgs, to leverage off their potential to drive the
latest innova%@%{é‘/%@%ﬁh and medical technology that will improve
N
healthcare;%w%tg@ngthen our economy by creating jobs and growth.
N

Q

3 Ongoing health investment through the Medical Research Future

3.1

Fund

The Australian Government is committed to improving the health of
the nation and will continue to invest in better treatment, care and

research that makes a difference to the lives of Australians.
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o The Medical Research Future Fund is a $20 billion investment in
the health of Australians, our economy and the sustainability of

our health system.

o We know prevention is always better than a cure, which is why
cutting edge health and medical research is so important and is
the major focus of the MRFF.

3.2 Through the MRFF we are supporting our inspiring researchers to
make innovations and discoveries that will change healthcare as we

know it, whether it be the next penicillin, paceorqﬁ‘ker, ngical cancer
vaccine, or cochlear ear. \)éq/ OQV

<</Q \03% OQ’
3.3 We will continue to work coIIaborativ%ty‘bacjd gﬁsely with our state and

A

ﬁh%ﬁand well-being for all
A

territory counterparts to support Qgﬁ't
N

Australians. {(/((/é ?'S N

N

Conclusion
N

e Thank you alkfacr)((lgai%g%ere today.
SIS
e |look forwé%%;to seeing the important contribution to research in
preventive health the University of Tasmania will make in the coming

years.

e Thank you.
ENDS
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From: NHMRC Parliamentary @nhmrc.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 4 September 2018 3:02 PM

To:

Cc: @nhmrc.gov.au

Subject: MB18-003896: new Departmental Initiated Brief - MRFF: Prev Health Tas [SEC=UNOFFICIAL]

Categories: - to action

Good Afternoon,

Could we please have a new INFORMATION BRIEF titled —

DEPARTMENT INITIATED BRIEF: OPENING OF THE MRFF KEEPING AUSTRALIANS OUT OF
HOSPITAL: PREVENTATIVE HEALTH RESEARCH IN RURAL AND REGIONAL COMMUNITIES
(TASMANIA) GRANT OPPORTUNITY

&
This will be for Minister Hunt and has a due date of 21 September. QOQ/ C)§~
Kind regards, %Q/Q ,\O_)QSLQQ/Q
FEO°
. RIS
NHMRC Parliamentary Q/é &\O\’/\\z\
e i FNF
©
FES

e : [ 2o rc.qov.au Cv)vo ® Q..
O & of%
QLKL
5 O
DRSNS

2\
S
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
Information Brief
Australian Government
X National Health and Medical Research Council MB18-003896

Date sent to MO: 28/09/2018

To: Minister Hunt

Subject: OPENING OF THE MRFF ‘KEEPING AUSTRALIANS OUT
OF HOSPITAL: PREVENTATIVE HEALTH RESEARCH IN RURAL
AND REGIONAL COMMUNITIES (TASMANIA)’ GRANT
OPPORTUNITY

Minister Hunt ... ... @‘ % /

S
Comments:

O VO
EORY
VS
Y
S
< @?‘ Q/?‘
TET
4 UL irector: .

’ Ph: (02) 6217

Contact Officer: Alan Singh &Q‘véxaglgj (_ ) -
S [Pmamstation, nemare | Movile: N
S O Assistant Secretary
: : Q| (4/g), Office of Ph: (02) 6289
Conact O thcer Tg@@éi{(/B ”3?“ Health and Medical Mobile:
O & & Research
Clestinics Ofﬁcer'&\ciga} Anne Chief Executive Ph: (02) 6217-
A /f&o A0 Officer, NHMRC Mobﬂe:_
A%

Key Issues:

1. Inthe 2018-19 Budget, the Government announced $18.1 million over four years from
the Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) for the Keeping Australians Out of Hospital
program to support preventive health, behavioural economics and reduce avoidable
presentations to hospital (the Program).

2. On 14 June 2018, you and the former Prime Minister Malcolm Tumbull announced
$2.4 million in funding for rural and regional health research in Tasmania and also agreed
to provide $4 million for preventative health research in the Australian Capital Territory
via this Program, to be funded from the Program’s MRFF allocation.

3. The objective of the Grant Opportunity is to provide support for preventative health
research in rural and regional communities in Tasmania, with a focus on those most
disadvantaged. It also forms part of the Government’s response to the National Health
Reform Agreement.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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Consistent with broader program objectives, research supported by this Grant
Opportunity will have tangible economic benefits to the health system by addressing the
rising burden of complex and chronic diseases, especially amongst vulnerable
populations with chronic conditions, and keeping them out of hospital.

NHMRC has designed a closed, non-competitive Grant Opportunity and corresponding
Grant Guidelines in consultation with the Department of Health’s Office of Health and
Medical Research and the Department of Finance (see Attachment A).

. NHMRC will administer the application and assessment processes in consultation with
the Department of Health, consistent with a Memorandum of Understanding established
on 26 June 2017. The health and medical research sector is familiar with NHMRC’s
high-quality grant administration processes, and the Grant Opportunity will be restricted
to the University of Tasmania (an NHMRC Approved Administering Institution) using
NHMRC'’s grants management system. This will make it easier to ensure that safeguards
(such as compliance with existing policies relating to research integrity and ethics) apply
and are adhered to by grant recipients.

The grant selection process is intended to conclude in Nove r 2018. 0 achieve this

timeline the Grant Opportunity will need to open in the ek of tober 2018.

The timeline provides for funding approval to occur i ‘@%Eer 2018, subject to
rigorous assessment of the grant application again sment criteria. In
consultation with your Office, a Department of f e?” will approve the grants in
accordance with the delegation you have ma edzcal Research Future Fund
Act 2015. The Department of Health w111 Qrsu ur Office about announcement

opportunities closer to that time.

Opportunity is significantly sho ost NHMRC grant programs. The
Department of Health has be 1cat10n with the University of Tasmania in
anticipation of the opening o opo d Grant Opportunity. An inter-departmental
Assessment Commlttee\rsl c%ssultatlon with external experts, if required, will assess the

grant applications. N
ég’ $

To deliver assessment outcomes byc; tlmehne for implementing the Grant

Background: Q,

The Program is part"e\%\t]&% 150.4 million translational research package from the MRFF and

builds on previous MRPF investments in preventative healthcare research with a specific
focus on evidence translation, behavioural economics and implementation research, including
$10 million to support the Australian Prevention Partnership Centre.

Attachments:
A: Grant Guidelines for the MRFF Keeping Australians Out of Hospital: Preventative

Health Research in Rural and Regional Communities (Tasmania) Grant Opportunity

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
Information Brief
p:  Australian Government
¥ National Health and Medical Research Council MB18-003896

Date sent to MO: 28/09/2018

Minister Hunt

Subject: OPENING OF THE MRFF ‘KEEPING AUSTRALIANS OUT
OF HOSPITAL: PREVENTATIVE HEALTH RESEARCH IN RURAL
AND REGIONAL COMMUNITIES (TASMANIA)’ GRANT
OPPORTUNITY

Minister Hunt

Comments; V
%/W

\

M""

o

p et e

Coéntact Officer:

. ;& Ph: (02) 6217 9149
an Singh el

i

o

7

Contact Officer w
\2\’0 o QQ/
Clearance Ofﬁ\cir:& £ }‘? i

jﬁief Executive Ph: (02) 6217 il
Officer, NHMRC Mobile: N

Key Issues:

L

W PZ{F/OQOFFI IAL USE ONLY %@\ ,

Vo

In the 2018-19 Budget, the Government announced .1 million over four years from
the Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) fortife Kegping Australians Out of Hospital
program to support preventive health, behs iotiral econymics and reduce avoidable

presentations to hospital (the Program) JVE / /Ké y= //ﬂ Z 45

On 14 June 2018, you and the form¢f Prime Minister Mélcolm Turnbull announced

$2.4 million in funding for rural and Pegi catttfesearch in Tasmania and also agreed
to provide $4 million for preventative health research in the Australian Capital Territory
via this Program, to be funded from the Program’s MRFF allocation.

The objective of the Grant Opportunity is to provide support for preventative health
research in rural and regional communities in Tasmania, with a focus on those most
disadvantaged. It also forms part of the Government’s response to the National Health
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4. Consistent with broader program objectives, research supported by this Grant
Opportunity will have tangible economic benefits to the health system by addressing the
rising burden of complex and chronic diseases, especially amongst vulnerable
populations with chronic conditions, and keeping them out of hospital.

5. NHMRC has designed a closed, non-competitive Grant Opportunity and corresponding
Grant Guidelines in consultation with the Department of Health’s Office of Health and
Medical Research and the Department of Finance (see Attachment A).

6. NHMRC will administer the application and assessment processes in consultation with
the Department of Health, consistent with a Memorandum of Understanding established
on 26 June 2017. The health and medical research sector is familiar with NHMRC’s
high-quality grant administration processes, and the Grant Opportunity will be restricted
to the University of Tasmania (an NHMRC Approved Administering Institution) using
NHMRC'’s grants management system. This will make it easier to ensure that safeguards
(such as compliance with existing policies relating to research integrity and ethics) apply
and are adhered to by grant recipients.

7. The grant selection process is intended to conclude in Nove 2018,&p achieve this
timeline the Grant Opportunity will need to open in the fi eek o &tober 2018.

ber 2018, subject to
a§seSsment criteria. In
Fwill approve the grants in

8. The timeline provides for funding approval to occur inedr
rigorous assessment of the grant application againa%@eﬁn%
consultation with your Office, a Department of@?a t@})
accordance with the delegation you have ma@\l& edical Research Future Fund
Act 2015. The Department of Health will é&.s j{«l?your Office about announcement
opportunities closer to that time. Q/Q/ ?'S N

9. To deliver assessment outcomes b@&e@ & timeline for implementing the Grant
Opportunity is significantly sho@§ (@%‘mst NHMRC grant programs. The
Department of Health has beg"iHQ ication with the University of Tasmania in
anticipation of the opening of the proposed Grant Opportunity. An inter-departmental
Assessment Committegin C@su&tion with external experts, if required, will assess the
grant applications.ooo@@ Q}

& &

Background: &@ Qf( \z{(/o

The Program is parf%?ﬂl& 150.4 million translational research package from the MRFF and

builds on previous MEPF investments in preventative healthcare research with a specific

focus on evidence translation, behavioural economics and implementation research, including
$10 million to support the Australian Prevention Partnership Centre.

Attachments:
A: Grant Guidelines for the MRFF Keeping Australians Out of Hospital: Preventative
Health Research in Rural and Regional Communities (Tasmania) Grant Opportunity

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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Medical Research Future Fund: Keeping
Australians Out of Hospital Program

Q/@
Preventative Health Research in Rural and R H/al 861?6mun|t|es
(Tasmania) Q/ ‘b
@V %0
?\
Opening date: Wed n@%{@% er 2018
Application closing date and time: S@X@Q&Wednesday 17 October 2018
Commonwealth policy entity: \2\ aq§§1 Government Department of Health
Co-Sponsoring Entity % QNat%nal Health and Medical Research Council
Enquiries: 0\5 O Q~Appllcants requiring further assistance should contact
Q Qf(/ & NHMRC'’s Research Help Centre:
B ELL
<& \2\((/ P: 1800 500 983 (+61 2 6217 9451 for international
&‘2\ \\& callers).
Q E: help@nhmrc.gov.au
NHMRC will not respond to any enquiries later than
16.30 AEDT on 17 October 2018.
Date guidelines released: Friday 28 September 2018
Type of grant opportunity: Closed, non-competitive

Medical Research
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1.0Overview

The Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) Keeping Australians Out of Hospital
Program is designed to achieve Australian Government objectives

The Preventative Health in Research in Rural and Regional Communities (Tasmania) grant
opportunity is part of the Australian Government Department of Health (The Department)
Portfolio Budget Statement Outcome 1. The Department works with stakeholders to plan and
design the grant opportunity.

7

National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) develops the Grant
Guidelines

NHMRC plans and designs the grant opportunity according to the Commonwealth Grants
Rules and Guidelines in consultation with St@l@‘holder;(o

7 \é ('J?‘

The grant opportunity&g)an q)q/ Q
NHMRC publishes the Grant Guidelines on GrantC |tes eligible applicants to

submit a grant a.p@r%q;@hgo

\O .(

Applicants su $ a@apphcaﬂon

Applicants complete a g@ﬁ? and submit it to NHMRC.

A Q\?\\é .(

NHMRé\aséeg‘seé\the grant application

NHMRC assesses the appli @tméagamst eligibility criteria. NHMRC assesses the application
against the assessmeg,c 2</e proposed budget is scrutinised to ensure value for

money.
‘(“ Q"

p?‘ Cx v

4
,Q(‘ NHMRC makes a grant recommendation
NHMRC provides advipe to either the Minister or their delegate on the merits of application.

7

Grant decisions are made
The Minister or their delegate decides if the grant application is successful.

7

NHMRC notifies applicants of the outcome

7

NHMRC makes a grant offer on behalf of the Australian Government
The Administering Institution accepts the grant offer and enters into a grant agreement.

7

Delivery of grant
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Grantee undertakes the grant activity as set out in the grant agreement. The grant will be
managed by monitoring progress and making payments through the Administering Institution.

7

Evaluation of the Program

The Department evaluates the Program. This evaluation is based on information provided by
the grantee through the Administering Institution.

1.1 Introduction

These guidelines contain information on the MRFF Keeping Australians Out of Hospital:
Preventative Health in Rural and Regional Communities grant opportunity. This is a closed,
non-competitive grant opportunity.

This document sets out: Q/Q‘ Q{(/
e the purpose of the grant opportunity 0§ O?‘
e the eligibility and assessment criteria YV
igibility iteri Q/Q O)(b Q/O

e how the grant application is assessed

e how grantees are notified and receive gérua§t37ayéén,§0
e how grantees will be monitored and e
e responsibilities and expectations u@eé tq?tbe opportunity.
This MRFF grant opportunity will be aefm Q('Sﬁ“i’g%\y the NHMRC on behalf of the
Commonwealth Department of He &
g

2. About the anr& Qapportunlty

This grant opportunity @9&2&! @YARFF Keeping Australians Out of Hospital Program,
which was announ atext of the 2018 Budget. It is part of the Australian
Government Dep L&alth Portfolio Budget Statement Outcome 1 — Health System

Policy, Design and fﬁn%Jatlon

The MRFF, established under the Medical Research Future Fund Act 2015 (MRFF Act),
provides grants of financial assistance to support health and medical research and
innovation in improving the health and wellbeing of Australians. It operates as an endowment
fund with the capital preserved in perpetuity. At maturity, the MRFF will reach $20 billion. The
MRFF provides a long term sustainable source of funding for endeavours that aim to improve
health outcomes, quality of life and health system sustainability.

The MRFF investments are guided by the Australian Medical Research and Innovation
Strategy 2016—-2021 (the Strategy) and related set of Australian Medical Research and
Innovation Priorities 2016—2018 (the Priorities), developed by the independent and expert
Australian Medical Research Advisory Board (AMRAB).

The Keeping Australians Out of Hospital Program aims to support implementation science
initiatives to better support informed choices by consumers and service providers and to
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scale up proven evidence-based interventions and local prevention activities to larger
populations to improve quality of life for people with chronic conditions, keep them out of
hospital, and reduce the burden on the Australian hospital system. This is consistent with the
MRFF Strategy and Priorities.

This grant opportunity aims to support the University of Tasmania’s preventive health

research program to boost preventative health measures through the translation of research
into health care practice. Funding for this grant opportunity was announced by former Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull and the Minister for Health, the Hon. Greg Hunt on 14 June 2018.

2.1 Objectives of the grant opportunity

The objectives of the Preventative Health in Research in Rural and Regional Communities

grant opportunity are to provide support for preventative health @earch in<rural and regional
communities in Tasmania. Specifically, the research will targ@llsadv ed communities

with a focus on: N) (bq/ {(/Q

Q
e better coordinate care for patients with comple«éﬂjga r disease to reduce costly
episodic care, pharmaceutical treatment ang fedigal grocedures;

% . _ :
¢ promote self-management and hence rq&t&%/gggble presentations to hospitals or
readmissions to hospital; and Q/é &\ A

\Y%
o develop effective implementationé%gg@%\%t are tailored to the target population

for improvement. )
JE &
&N K _
2.2 Outcomes of th@ éﬁ&@portunlty
The expected outcomes 6(}%/@%2@portunity are:

e systematic u@ﬁ existing research findings and other evidence-based practice
into routin€Pragti Qz(é/improve the quality and cost-effectiveness of preventive
healthcare i rXE Ions;

e improved health outcomes of people with complex and chronic conditions,
particularly in disadvantaged regional and rural communities;

e enhanced collaboration and integration of research outcomes into community-based
health services and support and education programs;

e reduce the burden on the Australian hospital system by reducing avoidable
admissions; and

e generate long-term economic efficiencies for payers of services (patients and carers,
Commonwealth, and States and territories).

The Program is being undertaken according to the Commonwealth Grants Rules and
Guidelines (CGRGS).
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3. Grant amount

The Australian Government has announced $2.4 million (GST exclusive) from the MRFF for
this grant opportunity as part of the Keeping Australians Out of Hospital Program. This will be
paid over a period of up to three years.

4. Grant eligibility criteria

To be eligible for consideration, an application must satisfy all the requirements set out in
these Grant Guidelines. An application may be excluded from further consideration if:

It does not meet the objectives of the grant opportunity.
It contravenes an eligibility rule or other requirement as set out in these Grant
Guidelines. Examples include, but are not limited to:
0 The application is not certified and submﬁted@ HMR ’ grantlng system
by an NHMRC approved Administering Instm)t nvby@g)advertlsed closing
date and time (also see section 4.1) <</ ,\03 C’)

0 The proposed research duplicates r B‘usly or currently being
undertaken. NHMRC may comp proposed in the grant
@& y funded by the MRFF, NHMRC

application with grants prewm%?‘o
or other agencies (e.g. Aus

(see also section 5.2)
0 The application mclu%@;% €§(nplete false or misleading information.
e |Its aims are mconsstent@% th Q’ést of the MRFF Act to improve the health and
wellbeing of Australia
e It, or persons nam@%@@e @%Ilcatlon contravenes an applicable law or code.

e Persons name@r@/aqglcatlon are the subject of a decision by the Chief
Executlve er ate that any application they make to NHMRC, for specified
funding op , wiII be excluded from consideration for a period of time,
whether or no %&y meet the eligibility requirements. Such decisions will generally
reflect action taken by NHMRC in response to research misconduct allegations or
findings, or a Probity Event.

Wch Council) and published research

If a decision to exclude an application from further consideration is made, NHMRC will
provide its decision and the reason(s) for the decision to the Administering Institution in
writing. The Administering Institution is responsible for advising applicants of the decision in
writing.

4.1 Who is eligible to apply for a grant?

An application will only be accepted from the following NHMRC approved Administering
institution:

e The University of Tasmania
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5. What the grant money can be used for

5.1 Eligible grant activities

The grant money can only be spent on eligible expenditure incurred on eligible grant
activities as defined in the grant agreement. The program delegate makes the final decision
on what is eligible expenditure.

To be eligible, expenditure must be:

e an eligible activity under the MRFF Act
e adirect cost of the activity, and

e incurred within the activity period — that is, the expenditngQmust bedncurred on grant

activities between the start date and end or completi(@ te of rant activity for it
to be eligible. N v .,Q
.. . A X
5.2 Ineligible expenditure VQYVO R

<
The grant cannot be used to pay the indirect @3 % arch.
g pay (< «{@) }\QS

Indirect costs of research are Institution %ﬁ“@?@ that benefit and support research.
i

They can include the operations and maj e2of buildings, provision of facilities and
libraries, hazardous waste disposalﬁ@%t d research compliance and administration
of research services. Although thé€y a sary for the conduct of research, and may be
incurred in the course of rese ,they & costs that do not directly address the approved
research objectives of a granf: O® Q:\

Costs that cannot be v@%?bé?g?ant include, but are not limited to:
e airline club kfe%@é@
e conference dé&\e, and associated travel
e communicatio osts (mobiles, telephone calls)
¢ entertainment and hospitality costs
¢ institutional overheads and administrative costs

e overseas travel (except where formally approved and documented by the relevant
Faculty Research Committee (or equivalent) prior to the travel being undertaken)

o health insurance, travel insurance, foreign currency, airport and related travel taxes,
passports and visas

e patent costs

e personal subscriptions (e.g. private journal subscriptions)

e purchase of reprints

e personal membership of professional organisations and groups



FOI 4463

e research infrastructure: facilities necessary for the research endeavour that a
responsible Institution would be expected to supply as a prerequisite to its
engagement in research. This includes:

o animal house facilities

0 computers, computer networks, peripherals and software for
communicating, writing and undertaking simple analyses

ethics approval costs
furniture
non-project related staff training and development

physical space and all associated administrative, laboratory and office
services.

O O O O

The grant cannot be used to cover retrospective costs of resear&fgjhe grQ?/t cannot be used
to support research activities undertaken outside of Australia.Q ?{3‘

A grant cannot be provided if the applicant receives funding-fr her government source
for the same purpose. The applicant can apply for graa.géxuns@r Commonwealth program
but, if those applications are funded, the applicant Q/&St qﬁ%og%ither the grant from this
grant opportunity or the other Commonwealth gr@({ \e ?ﬁ

Where it appears that an applicant has sub d@\ron@ applications for research funding
and has been successful with more thal ligation, the applicant is required to provide
NHMRC with a written report clearly idéntifyi @‘@‘difference between the research aims of
the two research activities. If NHM QB{S dtconsider the two research activities to be
sufficiently different, the appliczz@@@é&%&ired to decline or relinquish one of the grants.

g
NHMRC will asses ‘%’e QI%TQ(@ of the application at any stage following the submission of
the application. l\lﬁ?%g@/n@& equest further information in order to assess whether the

<gélve been met.

An Assessment Committee will assess the application on its individual merits against the
criteria set out below. The Assessment Committee will rate the application against each
assessment criterion using the following scale:

eligibility requiremen

Rating (for each criterion) Rank

High quality — response to this criterion addresses all or most sub- Highly suitable
criteria to a higher than average standard. Evidence is available and
confirms good performance against this criterion.

Good quality — response against this criterion meets most sub- Suitable
criteria to an average and acceptable level. Some evidence is
available and provides some support for claims against this criterion.
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Poor quality — poor claims against this criterion, meets some or none | Not suitable
of the sub-criteria. Evidence is unavailable, not relevant or lacking in
detail.

NHMRC may ask external experts to inform the assessment of the application. Any
expert/advisor who is not a Commonwealth Official will be required to perform their duties in
accordance with the CGRGs.

The Department of Health considers that this is an appropriate type of selection process
considering the nature of the grant is specifically dependent on specialised activities to be
provided by the University of Tasmania, as per the Australian Government announcement.

6.1 The assessment criteria & &

Applicants need to address all of the following assessment)§@ria in t@rapplication. The
Application must meet each criterion in order to be consi d(gchr flégjding.
Q/@ IO

1. Alignment of Research Activities with the Gr@%bﬁor Rl“ty
An application should demonstrate:

<</\/ %
e how it meets the objectives of this gre@%}{@ﬁ)@v

e how it will achieve the outcomes %K@%fg?a%v}(portunity

¢ the suitability of the proposed %&@% &\esses to meet the objectives and
outcomes of this grant opg&rﬁ} '

Q}'f He)conduct of a competitive grant process by
the University of Tasma@élscgml as part of this application

¢ how the proposed a @&Wi nerate new knowledge that leads to improved
health outcomes OO Q ??"

¢ how the prop &Iq&v will promote effective transfer of research outcomes into
health polj@&r@fér \g@ctice
,& R

2. Stakeholder Engagg\ﬂent and Community Partnership
An application should demonstrate:
e implementation of outcomes as a component of the design of the proposed activities

e partnerships with community and other service providers, for example, Indigenous
health service providers, and evidence of the strength of these partnerships

¢ likelihood to influence health and research policy and practice

o whether the proposed research will scale up proven evidence-based interventions
and local prevention activities to larger populations, whose research outputs would
ultimately improve quality of life for people with chronic conditions, keep them out of
hospital, and reduce the burden on the Australian hospital system

3. Value for Money
An application should demonstrate:

o the suitability of the budget allocation to complete the proposed activities

10
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that the requested budget has been reasonably justified
how other sources of funding and support may be pursued

4. Governance and Performance
An application should demonstrate:

the proposed governance and management structures

accountability mechanisms for delivery of the proposed activities to ensure outcomes
are achieved, including a risk management plan

the capacity to deliver the proposed activities, including experience, skills,
gualifications and time commitment of key personnel involved in the management and
delivery of the proposed activities

6.2 Criteria for Aboriginal and/or Torres gﬁélt Isiander

Health Applications qu/ Q

If at least 20% of the research effort relates to Aborlglnéf/ (gés Strait Islander health

your application will also be assessed against the

nous Research Excellence

Criteria:

Community engagement - the pr?&;@s@es how the research and potential

outcomes are a priority for Aborig a Strait Islander communities with
relevant community engagemea_t, [ &%’Is communities and/or organisations in
conceptualisation, develop vaI data collection and management,
analysis, report writing a@di e |on of results.

Benefit - the potenti @gé 9@%( of the project is demonstrated by addressing an
important public h&u edor Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. This
benefit can hav. 2, s or affect several areas, such as knowledge, finance
and policy ﬁ‘m fifte” The benefit may be direct and immediate or it can be,
indirect, g{‘a\é\ nsidered.

Sustalnablllt% transferablllty the proposal demonstrates how the results of the
project have the’potential to lead to achievable and effective contributions to health
gain for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, beyond the life of the project.
This may be through sustainability in the project setting and/or transferability to other
settings such as evidence-based practice and/or policy. In considering this issue the
proposal should address the relationship between costs and benefits.

VI

Building capability - the proposal demonstrates how Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples, communities and researchers will develop relevant capabilities
through partnerships and participation in the project.

6.3 Consumer and community participation

The Statement on Consumer and Community Involvement in Health and Medical Research
(the Statement) has been developed because of the important contribution consumers make

11
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to health and medical research. The Consumers Health Forum of Australia Ltd and NHMRC
worked in partnership with consumers and researchers to develop the Statement.

Researchers are encouraged to consider the benefits of actively engaging consumers in their
proposed research. Further information on the Consumer Health Forum and the Statement
on Participation is available on NHMRC's website.

7. How to Apply

The Application must be submitted electronically using NHMRC's granting system. Electronic
submission requires Administering Institutions and Chief Investigator (Cl)s listed on an
application to register for an account.

Applicants who are not registered can submit a new user requesQLia the system login page.

Applicants should refer to the Training Program for detailed useri struc& , Or contact their
research administration office or the NHMRC Research He@entre farfurther assistance.

Q
The online application form provides further informatiog&mﬁg% @%clude in each section
required as part of the application. Qy C)& Q?”
N/

The application should contain all information @&@y or assessment without the need for
further written or oral explanation or referen@to@ |@n | documentation.

?\
To apply, an applicant must: Q?Q/Q.® \2{(/?‘
e complete the online applicaq?ﬁgqp C§<
(N

e provide all the informati &eg&%@;
e address all eligibility Ca)@es@%nt criteria
e upload their Writtgfg)r P q&sal as a PDF file into the online granting system; and

e submit their agp? Q%h e closing date and time.
PR

Applicants will up%aézg(ex&zﬂten grant proposal into NHMRC granting system as a PDF file.
Whilst applicants may?e the written grant proposal in a flexible manner, it must clearly
address the assessmerit criteria while outlining the proposed research activities, and their
associated budgets. References should also be included in the written grant proposal.

All information submitted to NHMRC must be complete, current and accurate at the time of
submission. Under section 136.1 of the Commonwealth Criminal Code Act 1995, it is an
offence to provide false or misleading information to a Commonwealth body in an application
for a benefit.

Examples of false or misleading information in an application include, but are not limited to:
e providing a dishonest statement regarding time commitments to the research
e providing incomplete or inaccurate facts regarding other sources of funding
e providing a fictitious record of achievements

¢ falsifying claims in publication records (such as describing a paper as accepted for
publication when it has only been submitted).

12
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If NHMRC believes that omissions or inclusion of misleading information are intentional it
may refer the matter for investigation and take action under the Grant Guidelines or the grant
agreement.

For further guidance on the application process, please contact NHMRC’s Research Help
Centre on 1800 500 983 (+61 2 6217 9451 for international callers) or by email to
help@nhmrc.gov.au.

7.1 Application certification

The application is first certified by the CIA, then by the Administering Institution. Please
review the application to ensure it is accurate and complete and meets all eligibility
requirements.

The CIA must provide the Administering Institution with evidenc%/@rat the lication is
complete and that all partners and named individuals agresge conteptin the application.
This written evidence should be retained by the AdministeQ i clbaétit%&f and must be
provided to NHMRC on request. é(’ ,\o) C’)<</

By certifying the application, the CIA and the Admi@er' &lr@&tion are making the
following assurances, acknowledgements and u@e’rt I&ﬁg

e all required information has been prO\Q’d q& jQ‘%bmplete, current and correct

o all eligibility and other applicationéfﬁ@e@/@ﬁave been met

¢ all personnel contributing to t raqb (‘Q\?ﬁ} have familiarised themselves with the
Australian Code for the R@{ Gnduct of Research, the National Statement of
the Ethical Conduct of a@‘Re ch, the Australian Code for the Care and Use of
Animals for Scientifi@a@} 5 other relevant NHMRC policies concerning the
conduct of research), g&@e to conduct themselves in accordance with those
policies (é(/ <Q

%

o all person Qh(:? %’Q/ﬂe application have provided written agreement to be hamed,

to particip&% eQ%hnner described in the application and to the use of their

personal inforn@ﬁon as described in the NHMRC Privacy Policy
e The appropriate facilities and salary support will be available for the funding period

e Approval of the Grant activity by relevant institutional committees and approval
bodies, particularly in relation to ethics and biosafety, will be sought and obtained
prior to the commencement of the research, or the parts of the research that require
their approval

e Arrangements for the management of the grant have been agreed between all
institutions associated with the application

e The application is being submitted with the full authority, and on behalf of, the
Administering Institution, noting that under section 136.1 of the Commonwealth
Criminal Code Act 1995, it is an offence to provide false or misleading information to
a Commonwealth body in an application for a benefit,

and if funded:

13



FOI 4463

e the research will be carried out in strict accordance with the Grant Guidelines and the
grant agreement, and

o the research may be used to inform evaluations of the Program.

8. Who will approve grants?

The grant will be approved by the Minister for Health or relevant delegate drawing on the
recommendation of the Assessment Committee. The relevant delegate will make the final
decision to approve a grant.

The Commonwealth’s decision is final in all matters, including:

¢ the approval of the grant

¢ the grant funding amount to be awarded Q/Q" Q{(/

e the terms and conditions of the grant. Ov
The Commonwealth must not approve funding if it re @ ers the program funding
available across financial years will not accommod gﬁ %rb offer, and/or the

application does not represent value for money. \, ?‘

Refer also section 11.1 Complaints in Relauo@%,&@dm‘g\omcomes
@Q‘@?\ng‘
9. Notification of th

The applicant will be advised of their application following a decision by the
Commonwealth. If successf will also be advised about any specific conditions
attached to the grant.

If there are unreasor%@ Q&a@{ﬂ negotiating a grant agreement, the grant offer may be
withdrawn.

9.1 The grant @reement

The Administering Institution must enter into a legally binding grant agreement with the
Commonwealth. For the purposes of this grant opportunity, standard terms and conditions for
Department of Health grants will apply and cannot be changed. Any additional conditions
attached to the grant will be identified in the grant offer.

The Administering Institution will be required to indicate its acceptance of the grant
agreement that outlines the grant activity, payment schedule and conditions including
milestones and reporting.

Where a grantee fails to meet the obligations of the grant agreement, the Commonwealth
may suspend grant payments and take action to recover grant funds.

The Administering Institution should not make financial commitments until a grant agreement
has been executed by the Commonwealth and the Administering Institution continues to
meet its undertakings including:

14
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e the appropriate facilities and salary support are available for the funding period

e approval of the Grant activity by relevant institutional committees and approval
bodies, particularly in relation to ethics and biosafety, will be sought and obtained
prior to the commencement of the research, or the parts of the research that
require their approval

e arrangements for the management of the grant have been agreed between all
institutions associated with the research.

If the above undertakings are not being met the Administering Institution must notify
NHMRC. Payment of the grant may be suspended until NHMRC and the Department has
considered the request to vary the grant conditions.

9.2 How the grant will be paid o
The grant agreement will state the: QQ/ ?9{(/
O
e grant amount approved by the Commonweal'%o Q)q/ Q

e the proportion of the approved grant amo f\%u{?& paid in each calendar
year during the term of the grant. ((,?\?\Q %Q

o . 2NN .
Grant funding will be dependent on meeting g?‘/c& t/legs and agreed milestones.
Timing of grant payments and applicable |Q8é o Vg\\\}fbe detailed in the grant agreement.
%ag@%(g any extra eligible expenses that are
9

X
The Administering Institution is respong_')&(’e(f)QL
incurred. \2\?“ é(

All amounts referred to in these ééae??hj&é%es are exclusive of GST, unless stated
otherwise. Administering Insti 0@ /r&egg’sponsible for all financial and taxation implications

associated with receiving O
) (a0 <

Payments will depend &p saf a@ry progress being made against milestones and
performance indicq%Q%. Th Qnmonwealth will review progress reports to confirm that the
milestones and p’& dicators have been achieved. Where milestones and
performance indicators Have not been achieved grant payments may be suspended.

Q
9.3 Grant agreement variations

There are limited circumstances where it is appropriate to vary a grant under this program.
However it is recognised that unexpected events do occur that may require a grant variation.
For the purposes of this grant opportunity, NHMRC and the Department will consider
variation requests in accordance with the NHMRC Grantee Variations Policy. The Policy
does not allow for an increase to the approved grant amount.
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10.Delivery of grant activities

10.1 Reporting

Administering Institutions are required to report to NHMRC on the progress of the grant and
the use of grant funds. Where an institution fails to submit reports (financial or otherwise) as
required, the Commonwealth may take action under the provisions of the grant agreement.
Failure to report within timeframes may affect eligibility to receive future funding.

Financial Reports

Annual financial reports are required in a form prescribed by NHMRC. At the completion of
the grant, a financial acquittal is also required. Refer to the NHMRC website for details of
format and timing. NHMRC may provide financial reports and flneélmal acq&/ttal information

to the Department.

o é) v
Non-Financial Reports C)
The grant agreement will require the CIA to prepare r ;@q%t'@ogrant activity. Itis a
condition of funding that outstanding obligations frg MRC grants, including
submission of a Final Report, have been met p&@%ﬁ f award. Scientific reporting
requirements can be found on the NHMRC w dministering Grants. NHMRC

may provide reports to the Department ?‘
Additional Reporting Requirements Q~ \2{(’

Additional reporting requirements pb*}«@f%l MRFF grants. Grantees must report against the
milestones and performance in 855 grant agreement at twelve month intervals
following commencement of @%ﬁ er interval as advised by the Australian
Government). The milest ((Qﬁﬂ rmance indicators will be based on those proposed
in the application and, %Q %éry, the advice of the Assessment Committee.

The Research Act‘u@még~ mary in the Final Report has been identified as information
that may be publl“éty ;@b Use of this information may include publication on the NHMRC
and the Departmenf% sites, publicity (including release to the media), and the promotion
of research achieveme

All information provided to NHMRC in reports may be used for internal reporting and
reporting to the Department and the Australian Government. This information may also be
used when reviewing or evaluating funded research projects, programs and funding
opportunities, or designing future programs and funding opportunities.

10.2 Dissemination of Research Outcomes

Administering Institutions and Chief Investigators must ensure appropriate safeguards are in
place to protect patient privacy, intellectual property and commercially confidential
information.

Except where publication may compromise the Administering Institution’s obligations with
respect to patient privacy, intellectual property and/or commercially confidential information,
grantees are required to:

16
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e within 12 months of completion of the grant activity, disseminate the research findings
through:

— ensuring that research findings are available in an open access repository
— content specific forums
— submission to peer-reviewed journals
¢ make lay summaries available to trial participants, concurrently with sharing and
dissemination of research results.

Grantees are encouraged to publish de-identified research data following completion of the
grant activity in an open access repository and in accordance with best practice. The
NHMRC Open Access Policy applies to publications arising from MRFF grants.

10.3 The Commonwealth’s respon3|b|I|t|Q$* &

The Commonwealth will: \)é Ov

e meet the terms and conditions set out in the a@%e t

e provide timely administration of the grant Q/?‘ Q

e evaluate the grantee’s performance ?‘ %

e reduce or terminate funding of a p@p@(@nqﬁg\grant
NHMRC will monitor the progress of the Y%@?y assessing reports submitted.
NHMRC may also seek additional |nf the CIA or the Administering Institution

about the performance of the gran{

QQ or an expert review of the progress of the
grant activity.

Q
&O@Q@@
. ' Q
10 4Eva|uat|onQ ({/@ Q¥

The Department wi IQgt'e the Program to measure how well the outcomes and objectives
have been achieved. /Qé/-(t agreement requires the CIA to provide information to help
with this evaluation.”\ <

10.5 Acknowledgement

The Administering Institution must ensure that the grant from the MRFF is properly
acknowledged in any correspondence, public announcement, advertising material, research
report or other material produced by, on behalf of or through the Administering Institution or a
Participating Institution that relates to the funded research.

Any material published in respect of a Grant activity must:

a. include the Grant Identification Number for the Grant activity (where allocated) and

b. specify that the contents of the published material are solely the responsibility of the
Administering Institution, a Participating Institution or individual authors and do not
reflect the views of the Australian Government.
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11. Probity

The Australian Government will make sure that the grant opportunity process is fair,
according to the published guidelines, incorporates appropriate safeguards against fraud,
unlawful activities and other inappropriate conduct and is consistent with the CGRGs.

11.1 Complaints in relation to funding outcomes

Applicants or grantees seeking to lodge a formal complaint about NHMRC’s assessment
process should do so in writing within 28 days of the relevant decision or action. Each
complaint should be directed to the Complaints Team at: complaints@nhmrc.gov.au.
NHMRC will provide a written response to all complaints.

they may complain to the Commonwealth Ombudsman. The dsma Il not usually
look into a complaint unless the matter has first been ralse ct y W@WHMRC The
Commonwealth Ombudsman can be contacted on:

If an applicant or grantee does not agree with the way NHMR gﬁ hand their complaint,

Phone (Toll free): 1300 362 072 6 & ?‘

Email: ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.au ((,v O %Q

Website: www.ombudsman.gov.au Qg/\’%v v
&\O '\\2\

11.2 Conflict of interest %@Q’ @v@v\/

NHMRC has established processegé&r‘%n |q§<confllcts of interest that arise during the

assessment of grant applicationsdh ana

and procedures. Conflicts of i tralian Government staff will be handled as set

out in the Australian Pur&;{ @éb. of Conduct (Section 13(7)) of the Public Service
t

Act 1999. NHMRC's co t policy is available on the NHMRC website.

%%o

11.3 Prlvaeﬁ‘\z\ /\\g\
Y

NHMRC treats appllcaﬁj:s personal information according to the 13 Australian Privacy
Principles set out in the Privacy Act 1988. This includes identifying:

¢ what personal information NHMRC collects
e why NHMRC collects applicants’ personal information, and
e who NHMRC gives applicants’ personal information to.

Applicants are required as part of their application to declare their ability to comply with the
Privacy Act 1988, including the Australian Privacy Principles, and impose the same privacy
obligations on any subcontractors engaged by the applicant to assist with the activity.

Personal information can only be disclosed to someone else if applicants are given
reasonable notice of the disclosure; if the disclosure is related to the purpose for which it was
collected; where disclosure is authorised or required by law or is reasonably necessary for
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the enforcement of the criminal law; if it will prevent or lessen a serious and imminent threat
to a person’s life or health; or if the applicant has consented to the disclosure.

The Australian Government may also use and disclose information about grant applicants
and grant recipients under this funding scheme in any other Australian Government business
or function. This includes giving information to the Australian Taxation Office for compliance
purposes.

NHMRC may reveal confidential information to:

¢ the members of the Assessment Committee and other Commonwealth employees
and contractors to help NHMRC manage the scheme effectively

e employees and contractors of NHMRC to research, assess, monitor and analyse
schemes and activities

&
o employees and contractors of other Commonwealtgﬁﬁcies ferdany purposes,

including government administration, research or iee delivery
| Q 03%68 55 .
o other Commonwealth, State, Territory or Iocak:é%@’hmeﬁ? agencies in reports and
consultations ((,v SRS
NS \y
¢ NHMRC approved Administering Ins%’t@'rz\r@ rch Administration Offices

e the Auditor-General, Ombudsm%(gg‘@s\% ommissioner

¢ the responsible Minister or\%&% @Qy Secretary, and

e aHouse ora Committ&é}ge@r&alian Parliament.

Applicants or grantees mu % %ustralian Government’s consent in writing before
disclosing confidential in b r@
;

X ‘e
NHMRC may shar?ﬁ-?or@% Q)rovided to it by applicants with other Commonwealth
agencies for any’ﬁu Q%uding government administration, research or service delivery

IRSSex

and according to Au r%lan laws, including the:
e Public Service Act 1999
e Public Service Regulations 1999
e Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2013
e Crimes Act 1914, and

e Criminal Code Act 1995.

11.4 Freedom of information

NHMRC is subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1982 and is committed to meeting the
Australian Government's transparency and accountability requirements.
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12.Glossary

accountable authority see subsection 12(2) of the PGPA Act

assessment criteria are the specified principles or standards, against which
applications will be judged. These criteria are also used
to assess the merits of proposals and, in the case of a
competitive grant opportunity, to determine application

rankings

commencement date the expected start date for the grant activity

completion date the expected date that the grant activify must be
completed and the gran\sﬁent by O

co-sponsoring entity when two or more e@a%{é/sponsnble for the policy
and the approp@*o @t omes associated with it

é/ N N

date of effect can be th ich a grant agreement is signed or
a specj s@‘tl ate. Where there is no grant
agre ntities must publish information on
\S\Qﬁq@ %l)@n S as soon as practicable

decision maker n who makes a decision to award a grant

Q/ t@§< p@% 9
eligibility criteria to the mandatory criteria which must be met to

B“Uahfy for a grant. Assessment criteria may apply in
addltlon to eligibility criteria

or a listed entity or a body corporate established by a
law of the Commonwealth. See subsections 10(1) and

ommonwealin € a pepartiment O ate, or a rFarilamentary bepariment,
& ith mﬁ&‘z‘ Department of Stat Parliamentary Department
' (2) of the PGPA Act

Commonwealth Grants Rules establish the overarching Commonwealth grants policy
and Guidelines (CGRGs) framework and articulate the expectations for all non-
corporate Commonwealth entities in relation to grants
administration. Under this overarching framework, non-
corporate Commonwealth entities undertake grants
administration based on the mandatory requirements
and key principles of grants administration
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grant

grant activity/activities

grant agreement

GrantConnect

grant opportunity

grantee

PBS Program

selection process

&go@n

4

for the purposes of the CGRGs, a ‘grant’ is an
arrangement for the provision of financial assistance by
the Commonwealth or on behalf of the Commonwealth:

a. under which relevant money' or other CRF
money? is to be paid to a grantee other than the
Commonwealth; and

b. which is intended to help address one or more of
the Australian Government’s policy outcomes
while assisting the grantee achieve its objectives

refers to the project/tasks/services that the grantee is

required to undertake
Q/Q" Qg’

een tﬁ_ev arties to the
Is of the grant

sets out the relationshi
agreement, and spe@es

is the Austraha@bv@}n Ys whole-of-government

grants mfog{éﬁﬁ , which centralises the
publlcatloé p rﬂhg of Commonwealth grants in
accor tif.te CGRGs

ggk pec:ﬁc grant round or process where a
alth grant is made available to potential

A grant opportunity is aimed at achieving
ment policy outcomes under a Portfolio Budget

@mement Program

the individual/organisation which has been selected to
receive a grant

described within the entity’s Portfolio Budget Statement,
PBS programs each link to a single outcome and
provide transparency for funding decisions. These high-
level PBS programs often comprise a number of lower
level, more publicly recognised programs, some of
which will be grant opportunities. A PBS Program may
have more than one Grant Opportunity associated with
it.

the method used to select potential grantees. This
process may involve comparative assessment of
applications or the assessment of applications against
the eligibility criteria and/or the assessment criteria

" Relevant money is defined in the PGPA Act. See section 8, Dictionary.
2 Other CRF money is defined in the PGPA Act. See section 105, Rules in relation to other CRF money.
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Term Definition

Value for money value for money in this document refers to ‘value with
relevant money’ which is a judgement based on the
grant proposal representing an efficient, effective,
economical and ethical use of public resources and
determined from a variety of considerations
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Australian Government

Department of Health Ministerial Submission — Standard
, MS18-001228 Version (1)

Date sent to MO: 08/06/18

To: Minister Hunt
cc: Minister McKenzie

Subject: FUNDING TO SUPPORT PREVENTIVE HEALTH RESEARCH IN
TASMANIA AND THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY THROUGH
THE MEDICAL RESEARCH FUTURE FUND KEEPING AUSTRALIANS
OUT OF HOSPITAL PROGRAM .

Critical date: N/A

Recommendation/s:
1. AGREE that funds from the Medical Research 1. ( Agreed/Not agreed/Please discuss

Future Fund (MRFF) committed as part of the

recent National Health Agreement (NHA) (8‘ Q_Q,
negotiations with Tasmania and the Australian %Q v
Capital Territory (ACT) be provided from the ) a2 O
MRFF Keeping Australians Out of Hospital > Q,O
Program. :

2. NOTE that the Department is investigating
mechanisms through which the committed <&
funds can be delivered. <D

A
o N )
3. SIGN the letter to the Prime MmlsterQ) @ {(,3. Signed/Not signed/Please discuss

informing him that final arrangemgftts ary &
being made to provide the fundinE&iléﬁtio@
as per the NHA negotiations a .

4, NOTE the sensitivities as %ﬁ i
allocation of funding fropy't
absence of a struct
set out in the Govq,s
Funding Prin@s(o

Dase: ng JUN 2018

Signature .

Comments:

I do not accept the proposition set out in Recommendation 4.

Please write to ACT and Tas to recommend that they run contestable medical research funding rounds.

Contact Kirsty Cheyne- A/g Assistant Secretary Ph: (02) 6239

Officer: | Macpherson Office of Health and Medical Research Mobile: G
Health Economics and Research Division

Clearance | Michael Culhane | A/g First Assistant Secretary Ph: (02) 6289

Officer: Health Economics and Research Division MobEé

Page 1
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Issues:

1.

Background:

As part of the NHA 2020-21 to 2024-25 negotiations with Tasmania and the ACT it was
agreed that the following funding from the MRFF would be provided. This is in additional to
the New South Wales and South Australia commitments:

e $2.4 million over three years from 2018-19 ($0.8 million per annum) to Tasmania for
research focusing on preventive health in rural and remote locations and in indigenous
communities, the burden of chronic disease and translation of research knowledge into
practice to reduce avoidable hospitalisations.

e $4.0 million in 2017-18 to the ACT to support research that focuses on preventive health,
behavioural economics and implementation science to reduce avoidable presentations to
hospital and the burden of chronic disease.

Your Office has advised that the preferred MRFF program for this funding is the Keeping
Australians Out of Hospital program (the program).

At MYEFO 2017-18 the Government agreed to provide $18.1 million over four years from
the MRFF for the program to support a targeted research grant round with a focus on
preventive health, behavioural economics and implementation science to reduce avoidable
presentations to hospitals. This program will be administered by the National Health and

Medical Research Council. &
The provision of funding under the program for the researc vititzsgg%d with Tasmania
and the ACT will diverge from the program’s standard o 1on as dfully open and
contestable research grant round. Instead, partial fund am will be targeted to
the University of Tasmania and the University of Caﬂﬁd‘to ertake specific competitive
research projects and programs.

The Department will work with your Office, é?, and ACT Governments, as well
as the University of Tasmania and Umvers @n on the details of specific
competitive research projects and pro gr lmes for the program will be provided

The Department is investigating ough which the committed funds can be
delivered, noting that the Medi :re Fund Act 2015 allows for State/Territory
grants to be channelled thro 1 of Australian Governments Reform Fund.

You may wish to advise ter of your approval of this funding and progress
towards implementati your signature for this purpose is provided at

Attachment A. Q
\2@ <2~ o

to you at a later date in a separate Mi%l 1ssmn

The Keeping Austraharﬁ\%:.@ of Hospltal program aims to support research that use behavioural
economics and unplementgﬁon research methodologies in a preventive healthcare setting to tackle
the rising burden of complex and chronic diseases, especially amongst vulnerable populations,
improve quality of life for people with chronic conditions and keep them out of hospital. The
program aligns with two of the six strategies platforms of the Australian Medical Research and

Innovation Strategy 2016-2021 (Health services and systems and Trials and translation).

The funding profile is:

($m) | 2017-18 | 2018-19 | 2019-20 | 2020-21
Keeping Australians Out of Hospital | 4.500 4.500 4.500 4.600 18.100

Budget/Financial Implications:
Nil. Funding will be provided under the MRFF.
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Relevance to Election Commitments / Budget Measures:
The Keeping Australian Out of Hospital Program was part of the MRFF disbursements agreed by
Cabinet in the 2017-18 MYEFO.

Attachments:
A: Letter to the Prime Minister
B: Medical Research Future Fund Funding Principles

Sensitivities:

Although the scope of research agreed as part of the NHA negotiations with Tasmania and the ACT
aligns with the objectives and desired outcomes of the Keeping Australians Out of Hospital
program, the direct allocation of funding to the University of Tasmania and the University of
Canberra in the absence of a structured contestable process may be the subject of criticism by the
research sector. The approach may be perceived as inconsistent with the MRFF Funding Principles
(Attachment B). To partially mitigate this risk, there will be further discussion on the details of
specific research projects and programs and the possibility of incorporation of a contestable process
to ensure that the resulted research activities are consistent with the MRFF Funding Principles.

Consultation: Q@Q Qg/
Portfolio Strategies Division \)% (')v

‘1/ Q
X
Communication/Media Activities: C?
Funding for the University of Tasmania will be announ@ (ﬁh@ on 14 June 2018
(MB18-002504 refers).
~2~

State/Terntory Engagement
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USRI Y

The Hon Greg Hunt MP
Minister for Health

Ref No: MS18-001228

The Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP
Prime Minister 08 JUN 2018

Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600
Dear Prime Minister

At MYEFO 2017-18 the Government agreed to provide $18.1 million over four years from the
Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) Keeping Australians Outof Hospi rogram

(the Program) to support targeted research with a focus on pr tive h , behavioural
economics and implementation science to reduce avoidabl ng,t% s to hospitals.
RO

In the context of the National Health Agreement (N &}%@?{)- Y 2024-25 negotiations with
the Tasmanian Government and the Australian Capi 'I?m? (ACT) Government, the
Commonwealth agreed that the following funcg%*&@%&ugd d from the program:

< N\
o $2.4 million over three years from ﬁﬁw million per annum) to Tasmania; and

¢  $4.0 million in 201718 to the Q&?‘&?\&

A\

The provision of this funding t é igdictions will provide opportunities to trial new ways

to better support informed ¢ e@?% consumers and service providers and to scale up

proven evidence-based 1@;@) d local prevention activities to larger populations. The

outputs from this rese%@ @r 6 ately reduce the burden on the Australian hospital system.
\S

<
The Medical Reseérg@gﬁt&)%{%und Act 2015 allows for State/Territory grants to be channelled
through the Council o §Qstralian Governments (COAG) Reform Fund. This will be the first
time that funds have beef provided to jurisdictions under the MRFF and a welcome
opportunity to demonstrate the Commonwealth’s willingness to deploy resources not available
by other means to support a sustainable health care system.

My Department is investigating mechanisms through which the committed funds can be
delivered, and will finalise the process to make the funding allocation as per the NHA
negotiations.

Yours sincerely

Greg Hunt

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6277 7220
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Medical Research

Medical Research Future Fund - Funding Principles
6 December 2017

AIM

Through strategic investment, to transform health and medical research and innovation to improve lives, build
the economy and contribute to health system sustainability.

PRINCIPLES

Disbursement from the MRFF will:

Occur in accordance with the Medlical Research Future Fund Act 2015. Q/Q‘ ((/

2. Reference the current Australian Medical Research and Innovation S@gy andc&fated Priorities prepared
by the independent Australian Medical Research Advisory Board.

Dok
3. Complement existing funding into health and medical researc ug& strategic top-down approach to
investment.

X O
4. Ensure funding is provided utilising a structured contest@l&g&sgﬁoensure the highest quality ideas,
talent and projects are identified. @) \2\

5. Utilise review processes that embrace diverse pe&;@ti@' ding alternative disciplines, industry,
healthcare and consumer experience. %) Q/

pé@%\{{'eﬁ\/ers to ensure the best ideas, talent and projects
O

6. Harness experienced national and internati
are funded, without duplicating efforts el e\ £

7. Appreciate the role of competitivenes@ﬁﬁtrﬁ(es@h sector as a means of identifying great potential and
innovation, and raising Australia’s i@e @g earch reputation.

8. Encourage partnerships in merit-h o§|§50rative research to engage lateral and fresh thinkers and

ideas, and enhance skill anck@) § mbinations.
h&y

9. Consider favourably pro\?l collaboration, translation and scalability features to ensure the
MRFF is transformati\w\ f r\te@enduring.

10. Fund specific health issué iﬂg't%es assessed on scientific rigour, where there is both burden and unmet
research need. %)

11. Fund programs that utilise a range of innovative administrative mechanisms to ensure funding is justified,
agile, effective and timely.

12. Evaluate the return on investment for all funded programs and projects.

13. Appreciate the need for infrastructure support proportionate to the funded research, and not establish any
ongoing operational or maintenance dependencies.

14. Fund transformative game-changing research that is balanced by investment in systemic sector
improvements.

15. Encourage multi-government and agency, private sector and philanthropic co-investment to maximise
program outcomes.

16. Nurture proposals that have potential, but do not receive funding, so that future opportunities and talent
are not lost.

; Australian Government

* Department of Health






