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Australian flag raised at Olympic Village 

 
The Prime Minister and the Minister for Sport attended a flag raising 
ceremony at the Olympic Village in Beijing today, officially marking the arrival 
of the Australian Olympic team. 
 
A total of 433 athletes will represent Australia at the 29th Olympiad, supported 
by more than 300 Australian coaches, officials and staff. 
 
Speaking with athletes at the ceremony, Prime Minister Kevin Rudd wished 
the team well for the start of competition on Saturday. 
 
“All Australians are immensely proud of you. Know that their thoughts and 
best wishes go with as you compete against the world’s finest athletes over 
the coming weeks,” Mr Rudd said. 
 
The Minister for Sport, Kate Ellis said the raising of the Australian flag was a 
proud and inspirational moment in the lead up to the opening ceremony 
tomorrow and the start of competition. 
 
“The Australian Olympic team is here in force and ready to give it their all,” Ms 
Ellis said. 
 
“With the raising of the Australian flag, our athletes have symbolically turned a 
little piece of Beijing into Australia and signalled our arrival at the Games to 
the rest of the world.” 
 
The Prime Minister and the Minister for Sport will attend an Australian team 
reception this evening, which will include the naming of the Australian flag 
bearer to lead the team into the Olympic stadium for the opening ceremony. 
 
Past Australian Olympic flag bearers include Colin Beashel (Sailing – Athens 
2004), Andrew Gaze (Basketball – Sydney 2000), and Andrew Hoy 
(Equestrian – Atlanta 1996). 
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