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Australian Paralympic Team set for Beijing

The Prime Minister and Minister for Sport today officially wished the Australian
Paralympic Team good luck for the upcoming games in Beijing.

170 athletes, including 11 guide runners and pilots for the sight impaired, will
represent Australia at the 13th Paralympiad in Beijing. They will be supported
by 121 officials.

During a ceremony at Parliament House, the Prime Minister said the
Government was proud to support the athletes through the Australian
Paralympic Committee.

“You are an inspiration to all Australians - we will be right behind you as you
chase your dreams in Beijing.”

Minister for Sport Kate Ellis said today she was looking forward to attending
the 2008 Paralympic Games and supporting the Australian team.

“Australia has a rich sporting heritage and you can be proud of your place in
this team and of the mark you will make in writing the next chapter in
Australian sporting history,” Ms Ellis said.

The Australian Government provided more than $26 million to the Australian
Paralympic Committee to support Australia’s paralympic athletes in Beijing
and the Winter Paralympics in Torino, Italy.

The Australian Government has also supported Australian Paralympic
Committee programs, such as the Telstra Paralympic Preparation Program,
the Toyota Talent Search Program and the Classification Program, in the
lead-up to the Beijing Games.
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