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Drowning takes fewer infants but more men
Minister for Health Sussan Ley has urged Australians to take care around waterways, following
the launch of the 2015-16 Royal Life Saving Society Australia’s (RLSSA) National Drowning
Report today.
Launching the RLSSA’s National Drowning Report for 2015-16 Minister Ley said while there was
positive news that there had been fewer instances of infants drowning, the number of drowning
deaths overall remained too high.
“The number of under five-year-olds who drowned was 30 per cent below the 10 year average.
The number of river deaths, at 58, was 25 per cent below the 10 year average. These figures
demonstrate the effectiveness of the work currently being done by the RLSSA to raise water
safety awareness around our inland waterways,” Minister Ley said.
“While the number of inland waterway deaths was below the 10 year average, coming from a
rural and regional electorate, I know the pain these drowning deaths have on the community. One
is too many.”
In 2013 the Australian Government provided $15 million over five years (up to 2017-18) to the
Royal Life Saving Society, Surf Life Saving Australia and AUSTSWIM to help them save lives.
Those funds are being used to support initiatives that improve water safety in homes, pools,
rivers and coastal waters and to teach water safety to children in early education.
This year the Turnbull Government committed an additional $11 million to help Surf Lifesaving
Australia in their efforts to increase water safety by investing:






$6 million to upskill existing volunteer trainers and assessors;
$1.5 million for Surf Lifesaving Australia to update its technology to enhance training and
reduce red tape;
$1.5 million to expand the scope of volunteer training at clubs around the country,
including induction and ongoing training for both members and volunteer training
managers;
$1 million for expanded recruitment and recognition of supervisors, trainers and assessors
at clubs around the country; and
$1 million to support cleaner outboard motors that are used by SLSA

“But sadly in spite of our efforts, the total number of people who drowned in Australian waters in
2015-16 was 280 – 5 per cent higher than the previous year,” Ms Ley said.
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Men and boys accounted for 83 per cent – more than four out of five – of the total deaths, the
highest male-female ratio in 10 years.
There was also a noticeable rise in drowning deaths among 25 to 34 year olds. Almost one fifth of
those who drowned were in this age group - more than one quarter higher than the 10 year
average.
Ms Ley said the report showed that drowning deaths could be reduced when people took heed of
the dangers.
“The information in the report suggests that in our communities, across the nation, we need to do
more to warn people, to caution people and to continue raising water safety awareness to all
Australians and our international visitors,” Ms Ley said.
“Every case is different but men as well as women need to understand that things can happen to
them. And that’s especially true if you have been drinking alcohol.
“As we go into another summer, I want all of us to remember that and to stay vigilant and
minimise our risks.”
To download a copy of the Royal Life Saving National Drowning Report 2016 please visit the
Royal Life Saving website www.royallifesaving.com.au
Media contact: Randal Markey 0417 318 620 or Jessica Howe 0428 426 293

2

