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AGED CARE PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEES

The Australian Government today announced the membership of its State and Territory Aged
Care Planning Advisory Committees (ACPAC) — under the Aged Care Act.

This kicks off the beginning of the process for the 2008-2009 Aged Care Approvals Round.

The committees advise the Australian Government on the distribution of aged care places,
including the different types of care and proportion of care, among the specified aged care
planning regions.

These deliberations contribute to the planning process for the Aged Care Approvals Round.

The new committee members include industry experts, government representatives and
consumers with extensive knowledge of aged care services.

The Aged Care Planning Advisory Committees are an important means through which the
Government takes account of local needs for aged care such as specialised dementia places,
respite care and the level of care required by local communities.

“This is about listening to the community and planning for our ageing population. Australia has
the world’s second longest life expectancy after the Japanese — and this is to be celebrated,”
Mrs Elliot said.

“The Australian Government is responding by investing record levels into aged and community
care to prepare for the challenges of the 21st century,” Mrs Elliot said.

No Government has invested more in aged and community care. Over the next four years, the
Australian Government will invest more than $40 billion — including $28.6 billion alone into
nursing homes.
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