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$8.2 million for frail aged in South Australia

An $8.2 million boost to recurrent funding in the Home and Community Care
(HACC) program will improve services in South Australia for the frail aged.

Australian Minister for Ageing, Mrs Justine Elliot, and the South Australian Minister
tor Ageing and Disability, Jennifer Rankine today announced the funding allocations
— which will deliver more than $930,000 to projects in regions, including the
Gawler, Barossa Valley and Yorke Peninsula regions.

Together with one-off funding and indexation, the joint State and Commonwealth
arrangement provides more than $13.4 million in additional funds for round 24 as
part of a $36m three-year injection that will deliver services to an additional 14,000
South Australians.

Over the next four years, the Australian Government will provide more than $41.6
billion to aged and community care.

The total HACC funding in 2008-2009 to SA will be $149.73 million, of which
$92.28 million will be contributed by the Australian Government and $57.45 million
by the South Australian Government.

Ms Rankine said the HACC program — jointly funded by the Australian, State and
Territory Governments — provides vital services to seniors and people with
disabilities, and their carers.

“HACC services include domestic help, home maintenance, delivered meals, personal
care and social support.

“This funding will further boost Home and Community Care Services locally,
allowing seniors and their carers to live independently ‘at home’, while remaining
connected to their community,” Ms Rankine said.

Mrs Elliot said: “Home and Community Care delivers high-quality, affordable and
accessible care to meet the individual needs of older people, and their carers.”

“We are constantly reminded that as people age they want to remain independent and
in their own homes and communities.



“Without Home and Community Care services many people would have to move
prematurely into residential care,” Mrs Elliot said.

Ms Rankine also announced the establishment of an initiative called
Access2ZHomeCare, which will benefit people in Gawler, Barossa, Lower North and
Yorke Peninsula.

“The aim of this service is to improve people’s access to community care services by
connecting them directly with local service providers,” Ms Rankine said.

Some of the organisations in the region set to benefit from funding this round
include:

o Country Health SA Hospital Inc — $376,400 in recurrent funding to
meet additional demand in personal care, domestic assistance, home
modification and social support services for frail older people living in
regions including the Gawler, Barossa, and Yorke Peninsula. An
additional $150,000 in recurrent funding has been allocated to establish
Access2ZHomeCare.

o Country Home Advocacy Project Inc — $330,000 in recurrent funding
to provide additional domestic assistance, personal care, social support,
home maintenance and home modification services for frail older people
living in regions including the Barossa and Yorke Peninsula.

° The Barossa Council — $17,600 in recurrent funding to meet additional
demand in short-term domestic assistance, social support and home
modification services for frail older people living in the local government
areas of Barossa and Light.

° Town of Gawler — $41,000 in recurrent funding to meet additional
demand in home maintenance and domestic assistance for frail older
people living in the Gawler local government area.

° Barossa Village Inc — $18,000 in recurrent funding to meet increased
demand for centre based day care, including transport and meals, for frail
older people living in the Barossa area.

HACC services in SA deliver:
e Independence at home through domestic assistance, social support, food
delivery and respite;
e Access to community transport;
e Availability of centre based day programs; and

e Assessment, case management and counselling, support, information and
advocacy.
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