APPROPRIATE ITEMS FOR 3D BREAST TOMOSYNTHESIS
The Australian Government is introducing changes to breast tomosynthesis following advice
from the Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS) Review Taskforce.

What are the changes?
From 1 November 2018, the Australian
Government is introducing two new time-limited
MBS items for 3DBT and removing rebates for
plain film tomography.

The Taskforce is conducting a clinician-led review,
and makes recommendations to the Government
on how the MBS can be modernised to improve
patient safety, support equity of access and reduce
waste.

These new items are an interim measure (for two
years) to enable an application for long-term
funding to be lodged by the sector and considered
by the Medical Services Advisory Committee
(MSAC).

What does this mean for patients?

Why are these changes being made?

What does this mean for providers?

3DBT is a relatively new digital mammography
technology that produces a 3D image of the breast
by using several X-rays obtained at different
angles.

Providers will be able to more appropriately bill
patients for 3DBT and standard two dimensional
mammograms, ahead of any recommendation by
MSAC.

Despite being an established practice, it is an
evolution in technology that has not yet been
assessed by MSAC for safety, effectiveness and
cost effectiveness. As such, there are no MBS
items that provide rebates to patients that access
3DBT services. To date practitioners have been
using a combination of existing MBS items which
were not intended for this purpose.
These new items will provide interim funding for
3DBT while MSAC considers long term funding.
These changes follow a review of plain film
tomography items by the Diagnostic Imaging
Clinical Committee of the MBS Review Taskforce,
which found that the tomography items would be
obsolete if not for their use in 3DBT.

Patients will continue to be able to access
Medicare rebates for 3DBT and mammography
services for the interim period, while an application
is under consideration by MSAC.

